Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



(, Google 



(, Google 



(, Google 



(, Google 



(, Google 



^ 4//7„./t', 



y-y^ 



Zo9^ ^T} 



4-1-7 



.((2. Y.^ 



• cjiijt^cGoO^le 






(, Google 



;> '■ 






A^'i 



(, Google 



SKETCHES 

or 

LOWER CANADA, 

mSTORICJlL ^aJTBDESCBIPTirE; 

■mjB TBS «DTSOB's ftBCOIXGCTIORl OF 

THE soil, ADD ASPECT; 
MORALS, HABITS, AND RELIGIOUS INSimmONS, 

THAT ISOLATES COVjrrnT; 
A TOUR TO QUEBEC, 

IN THE MONTH OF JULY, 1817. 

BY JOSEPH SANSOM, ESQ. 

H FHIUlSariUCAL lOCIBTT, 



Mod J^alianal Hahittida are tht JUiult af unsbn-DMl 
Cmaa aid JtccaMtt. Omt. 

NEW-TOBK: 
mnxD roR kiu U mvcxiir. 

1817. 



(, Google 



n XHstrtct of New-Tork, SS, 
BE IT R£HEMBER£D, That on th« twentieth imf 
of September, in the forty-second year of the Independenco 
of the United States of America, Kirk (i Mercetn, of the 
said IHftriet, liavo deposited in thii Office the title of a Book, 
tlie riglit whereof (hey claim at I^prieton,in the words 
and figiDM fol1owinf-| to wit : 

" Sketche* of Lower CanHiia, Historicsl and Descriptive'; 
with tlie Author's Becollecttom of the Soil aod Aspect ; Uw 
Morels, Habiti, and Betigioiu Tastitulioni, of that Iiolated 
Country ; durieg a Toar to Qnebec, in tlie month of July, 
1817. By JoMph Sansom, Esq. Member of the American 
Fhilosophical Society, Author of Letters from Europe, Ims. 
Mmt JVnlional BlAitiida arc Uu EuitU of tmobierved Cmutt 
and JVtce-ilitt. GRtr. 

In confonnily to the Act of the Congress of the United 
Slotes, entitled " An Act for the encoura^meatofl^airiing, 
by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the 
Authors and Proprietors of tacb copies, during the time 
therein mentioned." And also to an Act, entitled "an Act, 
supplementary to an Act entitled an Act fOT the encourege- 
ment of Learniag, by securing the copies of M(4», Charts, 
and Elooks, to the Authors end Proprleton of such copies, 
during the limes therein mentioned, and eilending the 
benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and 
etching historical and other prints," 
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BE "WITT ClilJfTOJf, 

GOVEIUrAR or THE STATE OF HEW-TOBE, 

WORK 

KESFECTFCIXT DEDICATED, 

11 k TOIM or llTSIXi 
P0> IBI SEBTICBt, WBICH HK Oil KIMDSBXD, 

SCIENCE, AND LITERATUKE, 

BIS covxmr. 
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PRELIMINART OBSERVATIONS. 



It is of importance that n^ighboaring Nations 
^ould be acqauntcd mtb each other, that they 
laij form a just estimate of one anothers,/Hen4£- 
ihip, or emmty; and, for this purpose they 
should see, as much as possible, with their own 
eyes ; not through the medium of partial, or 
interested, Observers ; by whose wilful, or de- 
siguiDg misrepresentations, Goyemmeots are 
often led into fatal errors, in estimating the 
temper, or the resources of each other. 

Who can suppose that if England— the self- 
itfled J^tresi of the Ocean, had not been de- 
eeired by the disparaging NarratiTes of superfi- 
cial Trarellera (happy in the gratification of 
Nadonal prejudice, at the expense of truth) she 
would bare inconsiderately provoked an unne- 
cessary stru^e, in which her gallant Navy foI^■ 
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feited the reputation of nftutical iaviBcibility, 
ID the eyes of all Europe f 

We have hitherto had no accounts of Cana- 
da writteo by American Tiiavellers. We bare 
only seen our next Neighbours, through the 
magnifying glasses of superficial Observers i 
who inverted the telescope, when they con- 
templated Independent America ; and we hare 
accordingly no information, upon which we can 
relyj of the sentiments of the People, or the 
comparative situation, and future prospects of 
that Country. We know not whether the 
French, in Canada, are to be dreaded, as 
Enemies; or conciliated as Friends. 

The Author of the following Work, when it 
was put to press (after having been hastily 
written, from penciled memorandums, during a 
fbrtnigbts stay- at Ballstown and Saratoga) had 
no idea of any thing more than a simple Narr&- 
Uve of a Journey, during which some interest* 
ing circumstances had unexpectedly occurred ; 
and the title, printed on the first page, is ac- 
cordingly " A Trip to Canada." But the 
Compontion insensibly assuming .a. more his- 
torical and scientific form, in going through the 
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press, &midst the Ijbnries oFNew-Toiue, h was 
decided, in a Idterary circle, at Db. Hosace's, 
that the scope of the Work demanded a more 
elaborate deagnation : and the title has been ac- 
cordingly varied to that of " Sketches of 
Lower Canada, historical and descriptive ;" the 
discrepancy of which, with the ttyle and matter 
of a Book of Travels, may possiWf'be ex- 
cused by the Learned ; in favour of the obvious 
occasion for more general views of Society 
on the Ahebicii4 Continent, than have hitherto 
obtuned, either at home, or abroad. 

New-Tohk, Sept. aOth, 1817. 
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TRIP TO CANADA. 



Under the impressionB hinted at 
ia my prefatory remarks, at 3 o'clock 
P. M. on the 30th daj of June, 1817, 
I stepped on board of the Bristol 
Steam Boat, at Market-Street wharf, 
with a portmanteau containing nothing 
more than was absolutelj necessary, a 
cane in my hand, and Thomson's Sea- 
sons in mj pocket; but no other com- 
panions excepting such as I might meet 
vith in the public conrejances, who 
maj be not inaptly considered the Tour- 
isfs Family, as the Inn is said to be 
the Traveller^B home. 
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We reacheil Bristol in due time and 
in perfect Bafety from movii^ accidents 
by fire or flood, notwithstanding the real- 
\y terrifying explosions that bare late- 
ly happened on board of these accom- 
modatory conveyances, I having pur- 
posely avoided the superior expedition 
which is" promised by the Steam Boat 
£tna, for the sake of ease and safety, 
under the graduated force of what is 
dalled the lower pressure, for fthose 
secure Operation we are indebted to 
the late ' ingenious Robert Fulton of 
Nfew-York. 

We started immediately from Bristol 
in the York Stage, one of the six or 
seven passengers being a Creole from 
New-Orleans, who had already travel- 
led in similar conveyances, fiflee^' bun* 
dred miles an end. 

We lodged at Princeton that liight, 
entered the Steam Boat Sea Horse at 
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£lizabethtown-Point« and landed at 
New- York time enough to dine at the 
City-Hotel, a place of entertainment, 
little, if at all, inferior to the London 
Tavern, or the Red House at Frankfort, 
BO mudh and eo jn'etlj celebrated by 
European Travellere.* 

* Before entering BinDsnlck, or between that Kno'ient 
town which preserres so mateti of the- neatness and forma}- 
ilj of its fHimitiVe luhAbitBiiIi, and tbe delightful village of 
Newark, wbich ba» been so oftea selected aa the temporaij 
residence of involuntary Befugees of quelity, from different 
paili of Europe; as the driver Ungered alosg tbe.mids 
of Jersey, ne pesied by one tavern, (he cign of l\e Vjiim, 
and stopped to water at Hnother under the same patronage. 
These people are great admiren of uition, it would leem, 
■aid one of oar company. Yen, replied I, they ere i(> SotA 
of umim that they di-vide It We had come on «> ^trj 
ilowlft for the last few miles, that one had proposed to put 
a mtafptr upon the driver's whip, as we waited for him 
without quitiiog oucseats; and, he staid so long .at the bar 
while the people of the house were utting down lo meat, 
that another suspected be was going to breakfast (he«e, 
•nd we should have to wait till be was done. That fcould 
be an unlucky map for us, said I. He however presently 
eame out again, and we drove off at an accellerated pace ; 
bull it was not long before we mapptd one of our Jack-springs 
andwe were fainto crack our jokes with less mcrrimeQt the 
rest of the way. 
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NEV-TOBK. 

I SHALL not stop to deecribe the Bay 
•f New- York, nor to make comparisoDi 
which might lead me to Naples, or Con- 
stantinople, though neither of tboBe 
places unite the various advantages of 
Bea and river communication ; and thej 
moBt therefore yield, in point of con- 
venience, to the American Emporium—- 
whatever superiority they may poBsess 
in expanse of water, or diversity of oh- 
jectB — ^the rich inheritance of a hun- 
dred ages. 

The Islands in the Bay of New- York, 
having been stripped of wood, are not 
very ornamental, and one of them, 
which has been fortified, obstructs by 
. a massy lower, the view which was for- 
merly enjoyed of the entrance called 
the narrows, through which whole fleets 
could be seen on their first entering the 
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Bay, and before they approached th« 
Basin ; where alone they ar« now 
visible to a Spectator on the Battery 
—a promenade of health and fdeaeure 
always crowded of an ereniog with the 
familiar intercourse of Youth and Beau- 
ty amid the retiring Sons of basinesfl 
and care. The shores of Staten lelandt 
lend even those of the North River are 
too distant to admit the ^arm of dis- 
tinct variety, but those of Long-Island, 
as they stretch along toward the sound, 
are beautifully variegated with hills 
and valleys, woods and cultivated 
BeUs, near enough to gratify the eye 
with ideas of rural tranquillity, even 
from the busy Quays of aSea|Port Towa. 

But as an Admirer of Arcbitectnre, I 
cannot pass without ncrfice the Ci^ 
Hall, for the costly magnificence of 
-which we are probably indebted to that 
National taste lor the substantial, which 
m 2 
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incluced the Dutch Ancestors of our 
New-York Burghers to erect, at Am- 
eterdana, a Fabric, tqion piles, which ii 
justly ranked among the firet Public 
Edifices in Europe. 

The principal front, and two sides, 
are of white marble; the back-front, 

and the basement stoijjof free stone, of 
a reddish cast; both of which are 
found in quarries within a hundred miles 
of the spot 

This noble Structure is two stories 
high, and it is ornamented with a Por- 
tico of eight columns, each hewn out 
of a single block, fifteen feet in length; 
and Pilasters of the lonick and Corin- 
thian orders are carried round the 
bnilding, with their appropriate enta- 
'Matures— all executed in marble. 

. The second Story shows nineteen 
irindows in a row— the number of lO' 
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cliTidoal States at the time it was finish- 
ed. Thus tacitlj markiQg the date orits 
erection. The five intercolumniations 
in the entrance, correspond to as many 
arcades, which open upon the Portico 
for egress and regress — like the arched 
doors, of equal number, belonging to 
its prototype in Holland. 

One of the fronts of that building (I 
cannot remember which) has a figure 
of Atlas supporting the Globe — Admire 
this happy emblem of Dutch patience 
and perseverance. 

The New-York City Hall is tw« 
hundred feet long — eighty deep, in the 
projecting wings, which enclose a flight 
of twenty .steps, sixty or eighty feet in 
length, for they are returned at ibe 
sides. It is sixty feet to the earee, 
and the roof is surmounted by a Cu- 
pola, ornamented with coupled columns, 
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and a Statue of Justice, with her sus- 
pended scales, at a height of ninetj 
feet irora the ground. 

Id this Cupola a light is kept ererj 
night, hy a watchman who cries the 
hour, irom this elevated situation ; and 
gives the alarm in case of fire. 

I shall not descrihe the interior of 
this superb edifice, with its Circular 
Hall, and double Stair Case ; with its 
ci^Diiins, its balustrades, and its Dome. 
The Picture Gallery, or Hall of Audi- 
ence, hung with portraits of the Go- 
Ternors of New-Toi^, and the Presi> 
dents of the Union. Or the CouncB 
Chamber; glittering with gold and scat^ 
let: As I am not guitt satisfied tiiat so 
much splendour is consistent with prac- 
tied Kepublicaniun; and we know that 
the Town Hall o£ Amsterdam has been 
tdnaebf converted into the Palace of a 
Sovereign. 
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In jshorf, } am sufficientlj Bupersti-* 
tiouB in political omens, to dread th« 
infeirence (bowerer unlikelj it may be 
Ihougbt — every where — but at Wash- 
ington) that where there are Palactgy there 
tttiU be Princes. 

But r can take a view of Broadwayj 
without turning aside, as it is my road 
to the Hotel I put up at : 

This beautiful avenue comes in strait 
for a mile, lined on both sides with every 
Tariety of Public and private Build- 
ings — Churches, Halls, Houses, many 
of which are ornamented with taste; 
Shops, in which every necessary, and 
every luiury of life are displayed, with 
elegance and splendour. After it has 
passed the Studt House above mention- 
ed, which by the way is now sadly ob- 
scured by ragged trees which entirely 
prevent a front view — They jjaight be 
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readilj exchanged for a neat clump or 
two, at distant intervals, leaving from 
the street an unint«rrupted view of the 
Structure in different directions. 

The Street now winds to the left, and 
gradually widens until it opens upon 
the water, after forming a triangular 
plot which is railod in with an iron 
balustrade, and once exhibited a Statue 
of King George. This was removed 
at the Revolution-rbut the pedestal re- 
mains, and it is hoped that it will not 
be long before the liberal and patriotic 
Citizens of New-York shall replace 
the historical Monument vith-^^tnolher 
Geobqg — far better entitled than the 
former to the veneration of Posterity.* 

* Of the Client and accommgdutons of tb» superb Ion 
before mendoDed BOme idea, mny be fanned, by Ihe •oO 
•rtuob h«i been Just laid ont nptm fniniihing, and Attin^ it 
ap, for tbe uie of the present Tenant. It wai pot lets lha« 
Ourly thousand dollars, and be pnjt for 11 tlie liberal rtnt 
«f ten thOBEHid dollan a year. 
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THE NORTH RIVER. 

Next day I took my passage for Al- 
bany in the Paragon, or the Car of 
Neptune, 1 forget which— but any of the 

Faiaily PaKiea are provided Tor in a distinct pirl of tho 

Establishment, with tbe use of elegant drawing rooms } end 
Public entertainments are given, occfuionallf, in apartment* 
ofmagnificent dimensions, on the principal floor; but atth« 
Table d' Hole the hre is excellent, and ahundred Persons sit 
down there every daj, in the summer season ; nben New- 
yor^ becomes the grand thoroughfare between the Soutb 
and the North, during the stated migration of Ihe Gentry of 
the Southern Sl&tes, toward the more solittary regions of 
Mew England, and Ihe Canadian Provinces, where th3 beet 
ofaummer is comparatively temperate,' and to s Southern 
Constitution highly invigorating. 

Here the Scotchman of Detroit, and the Frenchman of 
New Orleans, from the borders of Lake Huron and th^ 
Banksof the Mississippi — when at home not less than twa 
thousand miles aparl,meet each other half way, upon com- 
mon ground, as American Citizens, professing allegiance to 
the Constitnted Authorities oi the same Kepublic. 

And the Occupant of central woods and waters here 
dlaket bands and Interchanges sentiment and information, 
nitll Brother Sailari; who seek a livelihood upon (he cast- 
em coasts of the Atlantic, penetrate every noob and corner 
in the Baltic, or the Mediterranean, or doubling either Cafe 
ranaack the Antipodes for objects of Commercial enterprise- 
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Steam Boats of the North River are 
justly entitled to either of these proud 
appellations. — Since they proceed — not, 
wind and weather permitling, like all an- 
terior Navigators : but against wind and 
iide, at the rate of seven or eight miles 
an hour. And they are not exceeded 
in one of their dimensions — that of 
length by a Ship of the Iiine. 

. We left the dock about 5 in the even- 
ing, and the next day, about noon, as l> 
Tras leaning over the prow, and contem- 
plating alternately the moving land- 
scape on either hand, and the water 
over which we were imperceptibly gli- 
ding, I perceived something forward that 
looked like slender spires, at the head 
and foot of a distant hill. It was Alba- 
ny, and by 3 o^clock we stepped ashore 
again, one hundred and sixty miles 
north of the Capital, which we had 
guitted but twenty-two hours before. 
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The distance, I am told, has been ruD 
down Uie stream, in serenteen hoars; 
formerly' an uncertain Toyage of three 
or four days, or a week or two, accord- 
uig to the state of the winds and tides. 

A few miles before we reached Alba- 
D/i we met the Chancellor Livingstoni 
said to be the finest boat on the River. 
She looked indeed rerj' gaj upon the 
water. We passed each other with the 
most animating rapidity, and the ad- 
verse motion of two such TesBelB, bnast- 
ing the surge, in a narrow part of the 
river, made a sensible concusuon of the 
waves, from shore to shore.* 



* Ou my Ktani, & monlk ^erwud) thU same vesiel, 
the Chancellor Ltriogitan) which hadjnatbrou^Iap two 
bandredPtnengert, in nineteen honrii wu In conne, to go 
down (be itreuB. Here had been afreafaet in Ibe rirer, 
vhich it hen abont three hundred yardi over: yet thii fine 
Mp (one hundred and Sfty-Bsven feet long) aeemed to 
nqoire theWholespaGe to tomui, astheinangrouDdfrom 
(be irtiai^ 1b majestle endotlDB, ud when i)m began to 
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The influx of multitudeB on board 
these boats, arriving in crowds, on foot, 
and in carriajges; their punctuality of 
departure, which ofien leaves lingerers 
upon the wharf, to follow, as thej can, 
in boats, which are always ready to 
put off after them; together with the 
unvarying steadiness of their progress, 
adt^itting of the most entire independ- 
^ncCf and the most unobstructed ob- 
servation — whether of moving life, per- 
petually flitting before your eyes; or of 

descend llie stretun, which nu iim*iuiu9ualIy'ra[Hd, her 
molion seemed to sway the river, and commaiidthe current. 
Ike wafaB of ■ ihjp measBrtng five hondred bms, and pro- 
ceeding at (he rate of ten or twelve utiles an hour ^fgr w« 
reached Hudson, wbicb is thirty miles, in two hours and 
three-quarters) soon spread itself from side to aide, and pro- 
duced a visible ablation upon both shore* of the rivers— 
The sea-boals wbich ply in Long Island Sound sometime* 
make thirteen knots an hour; but one is accustomed la 
flying at Sea, and the receding shores of a liver givo & 
stronger Kijsalion of rapidily, by the comparisons nhith 
they aCord with the apparent motion of stationary objectn. 
She cost one hundred and ten thousand doUtn, and fome* 
times nuke* for her ownen fifteen hundred doUu? a trif). 
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tile face of Nature, ever calm and ma- 
jestic, jet alternately rising and reced- 
ing in perpetual variation, keep the 
mind in a state of animating excite- 
ment 

A constant change of Company is 
perpetually going on, in this Utile world. 
Some getting out at every great town, 
or noted landing-place, and others 
coming in ; hut all this is managed with 
little or no delay of the moving Ark, hy 
merely slackening her course, and low- 
ering a boat, which discharges her bur- 
then with astonishing dexterity, and~- 
to me, terrifying speed. 

There is another circumstance of 

communication with the adjacent shores, 
whichtakes place occasionally— Nothing 
is wanted but an exchange of papers, for 
instance — A boat puts off from the 
shore, and at the same instant, another 



(, Google 



26 

boat quits the reegel. They meet, as 
it were on the wing, for the speed of 
the Steam Boat is not now at all im- 
peded to favour the operation, and it 
takes place between the passing Water- 
men, in the twinkling of an eye. 

The animating bugle gives notice <^ 
approach, and the bell rings for depar- 
ture. Every thing concurs to create 
bustle and interest* People of the first 
consequence are often among tibe Pas- 
sengers; amidst whom they can lay 
claim to no peculiar privilege, or ac- 
commodation. The only exception is 
in &voor of the Ladies; who have a 
cabin to themselves, where Gentlemen 
are not permitted to intrude. 

By-Laws are enacted for the pre- 
servation of order, and the forfeitures 
incurred are scrupulously exacted. 
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Therte were no persons of particular 
note on this voyage, nor any of those 
amusing characters styled great talkers 
' — one or more of whom is generally to 
be found in all companies, who volunta- 
rily, and ex mero moAt,J take upon tfaem- 
Betves the task of entertaining Uie silent 
part of their species. 

Oil a former occasion, I bad b^m 
highly diverted hy a Son of Chief Jus- 
tice Jay — himself a limb of the law, to 
etiforce the laws and usages of the 
Steam Boat, with all the t^cted for- 
malities of legal process. Under his 
humorous arrangement, the ofiender was 
put to the bar. Witnesses appeared, 
and Counsel, on both, sides, pleaded 
the merits of the case — not to be sure 
with all the gravity and decorum which 
are laudably observed in cases of hi^ 
crimes and misdemeanors ; .but with suffi- 
cient acuteness and pertinacity. What 
c 2 
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was wanting in solemnitj was made up 
tD laughter, and I remember young- Jaj 
kept tbe quarter deck in a contiDual 
roar. 

I have ever since regretted that I did 
not preserve a sketch of his opening 
speech, which was introduced with alt 
the precision of serious argument.— 
Sereral Persons of note were then 
present I recollect particularlj Go- 
vernor Lgwh. Some of the Morrises 
from Morrisania, and the Ladj of a 
fonner Governor of South Carolina. 

Ferry boats, propelled bj steam, and 
io constructed that carriages drive in 
and out, at pleasure, may be observed 
at every large town on the North River. 
These cooreoieDt vehicles are likely to 
supersede the use of bridges, on navi- 
gable waters. They are in fact a sort 
of A/**^ bridgef with this advantage 
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eren over the numerous and costlj 
Stmctures of that kind, which now 
span the broad sarface of the Susqve- 
hannah, in the interior of P^mBjlrania. 
They do not require such expensive 
repairs, and they maj be secured from 
the efiects of sudden floods : but what 
is of far more importance, thej present 
no obstruction to the stream, and -are 
no hindrance to navigation. 

The Shores of the North Rirer, su- 
blime as they are* where the Allegheny 
mountains must hare crossed from west 
to east, before the lofty chain was bro- 
ken throng, to admit the passage of 
the River (the sight of which is unfor- 
tunately lost to Travellers by the 
Steam Boats running through the Nap- 
rows iq the night) owe much of their 
interest and beauty to the superb Seats 
of the LiTiMOBTOHs and the Cluitors, 
some of which overtiaog the water, at 
an imposing elevation. Spectators 
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from these mostly line the bluffs, at the 
passage ofthe Steam Boats, which seem 
to electrify every thing within their 
sphere. And Uie antiquated Mansions 
of the ScHUTLERB andVAM Rensselagrs, 
in the vicinity of Albany, are beheld 
with historic recollections, as the places 
where General Bi/rgoyne, and his prin- 
cipal Officers, were quartered, until 
they could be exchanged, after the me- 
morable defeat at Saratoga. 

FBOH 

AI^AJfT TO LAKE CHAMPIAIN. 

The nest day after our arrival at 
Albany was the 4th of July; and the 
good Citizens of Albany were preparing 
to celebrate the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence—not as Weld ridiculously 
represents, from the ioformation of his 
Host, as if they rejoiced against Uie 
grain; regretting in their hearts the 
protection of Great Britain: but with 
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all the zeal and fervour of heart-felt 
exultation^ for the incalculable advan* 
tages of National independeDce, and 
emancipation from a Foreign joke. 

But I was now become earnest tq 
reach Canada. 

I had intended to take BalUton on 
mj waj, for the benefit of the Mineral 
waters, for which that place, and its vi- 
cinity have become so celebrated, since 
Sir William Johnson was cooducted 
hither hy the Indians in the year 1767, 
to drink the water of the Rock spring 
for the removal of the gout to which he 
was subject But mj mind t found was 
now too much engaged in the ultimate 
objects of pursuit to admit of turn- 
ing aside, at this period of the journey. 

So, finding myself in time for the 
next Steam Boat, on Lake Champlain, 
at 10 o'clock, instead of going to hear 
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a historical oration from sotae patriotic 
Burgher of Plaft Deutch, descent, I took 
' my seat in another Stage Coach ; lodg- 
ed, I forget where; and reached White- 
Hall, ahout noon ; an 'hour or two before 
the putting off of the Steam Boat for St. 
Johns, the firet town, or rather village^ 
in Canada. 

By the way this Whitehall is not a 
Royal Palace, nor even a Gcntleman'a 
Seat; but a small post town at the 
mouth of Wood Creek. It is the same 
that was called Skeensborough (Query, 
why change the name?) when Weld 
wrote his ingenious comparisons be- 
tween Canada and the United States, 
and fearlesely quoted General Wash- 
ington, as hia authority, for the palpable 
felsehood that the musquitoes of this 
place would bite through the thickest 
boot — The musquitoes have shice ut- 
terly vanished— stings and all; and 
they would have been quietly forgotten, 
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together mth the fire flieg, and bull 
frogs, and supposed rattle snakes of 
other Transatlantic Peregrinatore, in 
American Wilds, -if it had not been for 
this contemptible story — preserved, Kke 
bugs in amber, hy their unaccountable 
conjunction with the pellucid name of 
Washikgtoit. — Rattle snakes are alrear 
Ay so rare in America, that I, who have 
traTelled thousands of miles in our back 
country, never met with but one of 
them ; and no doubt they will bepome 
in another century as scarce, as snakes 
are said to be in Ireland, through the 
interference of St. Patrick; though the 
fact may very well have happened, 
without a miracle, since Ireland has 
been peopled for thousands of years, 
and every Peasant has a hog or two, to 
whom snakes are a favourite repast. 

But before I take boat, let me recall 
the village of Schagticoke, which was 
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paseecl on the road, somewhere about 
midway — the never enough celebrated 
6erg or dorf from which the Cervantic 
genius Knickerbocker, in his incompa* 
rable History of New-York, derives bis 
pretended pedigree. The scattered 
houses of which it consists are built in 
nooks and crannies round the yawning 
gulf of a roaring cataract, which de- 
scends, between jutting rocks, and 
cra^y pines ; with as many twists and 
turns, and as much of spray and splut- 
ter, as the never to be foi^otten work 
itself proceeds under its characteristic 
motto : 

Die wahrlieH die in dmuter lagt 
Da kommt mit Uahrfaeit an den t^.* 
The trath which Ute (n darioieu \a.j 
Now breikt with deunen Into d»g. 

Or perhaps better : 

Trntha which Is; bid In dariceat ug^t 
U; pen Aia bring Kgain to ligbL 
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LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 

To return to the Steam Boat, on 
Lake Champlaio, though it is greatly 
inferior, in eize, and accommodation, to 
those on the North River; (at least so 
was the boat which conveyed me, but a 
Dew one has just commenced running, 
vhicb ie said to excel them in elegance 
and speed) jet it will bear a compari- 
son, even with the English Post Chaise, - 
or any other mode of easy and rapid 
conveyance; in despite of Dr. Johnson's 
ipse dixit, that Ufe had few things belter to 
boast than riding in a post duase — be- 
cause if I remember right, there waa 
motion or change of place viithottt fatigue ; 
since to these ^reeable circumstanceB 
the Steam Boat adds the conveniencies 
of a taveni) of which Johnson was.so 
fond, and the advantage of a be4 at 
night, wiUiout loss of time. 
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The Creek, as we call such waters,^ 
or to use the English phrase, the river, 
viDds round broken crags, shagged 
with fir trees, for many miles, before it 
Ibecomes more than just wide enough 
for the Steam Boats to veer round in. 
Yet in a gloomj cove, near the harbour^ 
sufficient space has been found to moor 
the five or six sloops of war that were 
tdken from Commodore Pownie up on 
this L^e. 

Toward evening we entered Cham- 
plun Proper. The Lake gradually 
widened to an exptuise of fifteen or 
twenty miles, and the sun set, glorious- 
fy, behind: golden clouds, and moui>- 
tains of azure blue, whose waving oat^ 
line, at an elevated height, was finely 
contrasted by the dark stripe of pines 
and firs, that here lines the unrarying 
leyel o( the western shore. 
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The Bolemnitj of the scene was 
heightened with indistinct ideas 
of Bupgoyne's disastrous descent in 
1777 — of the melancholj fate of the 
first Lord Howe in the year 1759, and 
of anterior scenes of massacre and 
horror which rendered the sonorous 
name of Ticonderoga terrific to our 
peaceful Ancestors — after passing the 
rtiins grey of this dilapidated fiirtress 
(the French called it elegantly CarilloD 
from the hub-bub usually kept op there 
in time of war) and those <^ Crown 
Point (called by them Fort la Cheve- 
Kire or ike eoalpin^ place) a barbaroQS 
denomination which the English melted 
down into Crown Point, still indicative 
of the same savage practice. 

I awoke in the night under these 
solemn recollections ; and the morning 
star was shining in, with perceptible re- 
flection, at the little window of my 
birth. It is now peculiarly briUiant, 
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and I was forcibly impressed with a 
sense of GoD^s providence, for the bene- 
fit of his creature Man, especially when 
travelling upon the watere, when his 
journeys must be pursued by night, as 
well as by day. 

And here let me observe, that during 
travel, tlie spirits are renewed, as welt 
as the body invigorated. The energies 
of the mind, so often latent, through in.- 
activity, are called into action, by dan- 
gers and difficulties, which it requires un- 
remitting watchfulness to steer through^ 

or to SllUn; uud th« habitual inatten- 
tion under which, safe within the walls 
of cities, an accustomed face is beheld 
without notice, and a next door neigh- 
bour passes by unknown, is necessarily 
exchanged for the active exercise of 
observation and inquiry. 

In another point of view too, occa- 
sional journeys, especially into Foreign 



(, Google 



41 

CountricB, creating a total change of 
scene aad habits, may be said to 
leogtheo the sense of esistence, if they 
do oot actually prolong life. So many 
changes of habit occi^-, and such a ra- 
riety of unusual circumstances takes 
place, that the recollection of a few 
months, passed abroad, seems equal} in 
the memory, to the lapse of years, spent 
in the unvarying monotony of home. 

The sublime operations of nature, 
which are rarely attended to amidst 
the incessant occupations of domes- 
tic care, force themselves upon a 
Traveller's observation, disengaged as 
he is from the daily concerns of <;om- 
mon life. — He now feels his dependence 
upon the varying atmosphere, and re- 
marks, perhaps for the first time, the 
Bubservience of the celestial luminaries 
to the occasions of life. 
d2 
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, Wbea the moonnsestoiUumnate bi» 
path, as the eun sets in the west, which 
it does with such cfident to-operationy 
whenever the moon is at fbll ; he can 
hardly fait to be touched with adniira< 
iion, and gratitudCt at the splendid pro- 
vision of wbic^ he stands so much ia 
need.— -He can bat feel, with CMiscioua 
elevatidn, the digpity of his being, as a 
creature of God, when, 

Seui«n to wafthim, Minitoli|)illuinrfo«; 
Hb footftool earth, bb eeaopy the iklei. 

Yet if) there ample occasion, on the 
&ce of Nature, for humbling considera- 
tiois of the littleness of Man, and all 
his works, in comparison of the wide 
spread surfece of the planet we inhabit. 
Inadequate must needs be the ideas of 
a Man who, confined for life within th« 
streets of cities, has never seen an ex- 
tensive horizon, or beheld those ma^jeo* 



(, Google 



43 

tic features of the Earth, a Mountaui, ot 
a Lake— No Man thai has not travel- 
led a day's joornej on foott nor erfx 
lost his way in trackless wilds, wheH 
spent with banger and fatigue, can hare 
a competent idea of the spaces that 
intervene between town and town, 
BomeUraes between one human habita- 
tion and another. 

We must have seen a good deal of 
the Globe we inhabit to form any just 
notion of the overwhelming extent cf 
its surface in proportion to the pigmy 
nKe, to whom animal nature has been 
subjected, by the Creator of all things. 
And after all the imagination Is un- 
avoidably confounded, amidst the bound- 
less sands which occupy the internal 
parts of Africa, and Asia. It has oft^i 
revived my own humility to span theifr 
extent upcHi the maps in my study. 
And when I compare the desert of - 
Zaarab, for instance, with the Island of 
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Great Britain, and perceive that in its 
vacant spaces there would be room for 
ten such islands, with all its Millions of 
civilized Inhabitants, I am ready to ex- 
claim, with Job — 

Lord! wlialbMan, IhatlboBEhanldeataettMne heut 

Bpon him P 
And that thoa ihouldeit visit him every momiag, 
And by him every moment .' 

Having passed Burlington, the Capi- 
tal of Vermont, in the night, nest morn- 
ing, after breakfast, we were called up 
to see the British flag flying at Illinois 
(Isle aux Noix as the French call it) 
and his Majesty's crown over the gate 
way, at the stairs Ifeading to the officers' 
house; a handsome building, with 
rather a phantastic air, from being built 
of squared logs painted in alternate 
stripes of white and grey. Green Va- 
randas as light as gossamer, in the cen* 
tre, and at each end. The whole sur- 
mounted with a heavy pediment, and a 
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tinned Cupola, the openings of wbicb 
are glazed to make it a comfortable 
look-out. 

I observed notbing particular in tbe 
fortifications at lUinois; but a sweet 
little Cottage struck mj eye, as we 
passed, connected with a string of con- 
venient out bouses, a little garden be- 
fore them, running to tbe vrater^B edge, 
with covered seats, of elegant simplici- 
ty ; in which, in all probability, some 
British Officer, and the &ir Companion 
of his voluntary exile, indulge their re- 
collection of happier auepices, and a 
forsaken home. 

As we ran by the place, a boat put 
off to exchange papers, with three young 
Marines, in Scotch bonnets, and trim 
uniforms, to whom our Captain threw a 
rope; but so little dexterous were they 
in managing it, that they had like to 
have overset the boat^ before they 
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veached us. They were however io- 
sensible of their danger, and I lemember 
one of them showed a very fine set of 
teeth, as he laughed, with the Bystand- 
ers, at bis own absurdity.— 

Enough— perhaps too XDUch of Illi- 



By noon we reached St. Johns, of 
wfaieh still less may serre, and we did 
but drive through it for La Prairie.^ 
A conviderable town on the St Law- 
pence, nine miles above Montreal. 

The rest of the Company, among 
whom were several Ladies, from Caro- 
lina, crossed directly over, in a driz- 
zling rain; but I, being no longer im- 
patient of delay, as this is a considera- 
ble town, of long standing, with a lai^c 
French Church, and other public es- 
tablishments, stayed over night; and 
riept, though it was midsummer, under 
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[ knov not how many blankets* in a 
bed close hung with worsted cortaioSt 
in flaming r«d, 

I was now ready' to doubt whether H 
tver was wbat:to« call Aa/, in Canada ; 
but I had occasion afterward to change 
my mind, upon that score, as well as 
lome others, as will be seen in due time. 
Hapid Travellers are apt to be hasty 
b forming theit conclusions, of which 
in coarse plodding Critics take notice, 
tit th^r Insure; without making one 
gTftinof allowance for the innumerable 
pei^lefities, and contrarieties, through 
which we have to pick our way, in^M 
Pesearcb'Of truU). 

Next morning the sun glittered upon 

r" the tinned spires and. plated roofs of 

Montreal, many of them being sheathed 

with sheet ntmi I was told that the 

passage) by water* was tediouS} and 
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^at a wi^^D would convey me. myjcU 
quicker to the ferry opposite the town. 
I went on accordingly toLongeoil, and 
crossed over from thence, in a canoe, 
which was managed by two .diminatlTe 
Canadians, with Indian- paddles. 

MONTREAL 

shows from the water like an oldicoun- 
try Sea Port, with long ranges of high 
walls, and stone houses, overtopped 
here and there, by Churches, and Con- 
vents; with something that resemhlea 
a continued Quay, though it is nothing 
more than a high bank, to which laige 
vessels c»n He close, enough for the 
purposes of loading and unloading ; in 
consequence of the unusual depth of 
water at the very edge of the current, 
Vrhlch sets jJose in shore from an op- 
posite Island, and a string of rocks and 
shoals, which obstructs it on tb;e oppoaite 
side. 
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I took a hastj dinner, glanced at the 
Public Buildings, which I had seen 
* before, and walked the streets till night ; 
wfaen the principal arenue, in which is 
ihe Cathedral, was lighted up, before 
dark, in the English manner, the twi- 
light being almost as long here, as it is 
there. I then took up my lodging on 
board the Steam Boat, for Quebec* 
which was to sail next morning at 3 
o*clock. For I had now a mind to see 
in how short a time one might make 
a total change of Religion) language, 
Govemmeat, and climate, in quittii^ 
the Metropolis of the United States* 
for that of the British Provinces. 

It was now but the 8th day from mj 
leaving Philadelphia, and there was a 
chance that I might reach Quebec on 
the 9th (July 8th) the current of the 
St. Lawrence being often so power- 
ful, thai, when the wind favours, this 
passage of 170 miles, is sometimes 



(, Google 



90 

VM&e in seventeen hosrs, in sea phrase 
ten knots an hour, arriving at QuebeCf 
in sunuuer time, bj sunset the same day. 

DOWN THE ST. LATHIENCE. 

I WAS not now in luck, if I may be al- 
lowed the phrase, or to speak with be- 
toming dignity of a voyage upon the St. 
JLawrfence, the vrind was right ahead, 
and blew strong from the North East, 
with occasional squalls of rain, through 
the daj, and the following night ; and I 
was glad to come off with two tedious 
jind wearisome nights, spent at sea, to 
all usual intents and purposes, of sea- 
&ring life, such a^M incommodities of 
every kind, apprehension of danger, 
disinclination to stir hahd or foot, and 
iiTemediable delay. But I am antici' 
pating events, and ought perhaps to 
bare kept the Reader in Uiat happy 
state of sospense* under whidi we 
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osually adrance to the most dangerous^ 
or di8f^;reeab]e adventures, without ap- 
prehension, of reluctance. 

First then, of the first. After passing 
the ni^t under an incessant trampling, 
and rummaging, overhead, the Boat- 
men being at work all night, stowing 
away heavy freight, and clearing the 
decks ef luggage : for the Steam Boati 
of the St. Lawrence, are as much used 
for the conveyance of freight, as of Pas- 
sengers. I awoke an hour or two after 
day light, some leagues below Montreal. 

The great Church of Varennes, with 
its two steeples, was distinctly visiblet 
together with the isolated mountain, 
which rises near Boucherville, in the 
midst of surrounding plains : but ever|r 
other object was at such an immeasur- 
able distance, for river scenery, that I 
was much disappointed of the boasted 
appearance of towns, and villages, and 
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scattered hamlets, upon the banks of 
the St. Lawrence — said to exceed bo 
jar, in use and beauty, the scantj im- 
provements upon the North River. . 

It is true that the occasional spires of 
the Parish Churches would be neces- 
sarily beautiful, if as they are described 
by fanciful Travellers, (fatigued by the 
repetition of substantial- Mills and Meet- 
ing Houses in the United States,) they 
were actually seen peeping over trees 
and woods: but the trees are all cut 
away round Canadian settlements, and 
the unvarying habitations, stand in end- 
less rows, at equal distances, like so 
many sentry boxes or soldiers' tents, 
without a tree, or even a fence of any 
kind to sheher them ; instead of being 
irregularly interspersed, as with us, 
among fields and woods, surrounded 
with every variety of domestic accom- 
modation, and collected, every ten or 
twelve miles into hamlets, or trading 
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towns, of which there are fifleen or 
twenty, upon the North Rirer, whilst 
there are but four, in the like space, 
• upon the River St Lawrence^ including 
Quebec and MontreaL 

These drcoiBBtances admit of no 
comparison, between Uie two rirers, 
and the improTemeats on tbeir banks, 
in point tif interest or effect Still less 
with those of the Delaware, from Tren- 
ton to New Castle, where, in less than 
half the distance, beside innumerable 
Arm houses, and country seats, we have 
the cities ofTrentoD,6uiiington, Phila- 
delphia, and Wilmington ; and the beau- 
tifiil towns of Bordentown, Bristol, Ches- 
ter, and New Castle ; together widi a 
like nomber of inland villages, in dis- 
tant perspective ; literally surrounded 
with orchards and gardens, and fre- 
quently ornamented with modest spires, 
or rather cupolas ; which are not to be 
K 2 
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SDre so favoorable to dispby, half con- 
cealed as they are hy neighbouring 
woods. 

Yet this is the only point of view, in 
which any comparison at all can be sup- 
ported between the two Countries : for 
it is only on the banks of Jts rivers, that 
Canada pretends to any population,' or 
improvemeot, whatever; wheueas with 
us the cheering 
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is scattered, more or less, over the 
whole surface of the soil, by hardy Ad- 
venturers, who are not afraid to quit 
their native hearths, in quest of the most 
distant estabhshments. And we have in- 
land towns little inferior in population 
to the Capital of Cabada. 

It is but fair to observe, howefver, that 
the mode of settling upon the Hirer St. 
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Lawrence, seems pointed out by Na- 
ture, in this region of perennial snow. 
It Would have been difficult for Inhabi- 
tants, far remored irom each other, to 
have kept their roads open in winter; 
and they must have passed the season, 
like so many bears, sucking their paws, 
iftbey had been separated from each 
other by hills and hollows : but, in many 
placee, this banks of this mighty stream 
would seem to have been formed, by 
its waters, ixito different levels, running 
parallel with its course. Upon these 
levels, the First Settlers found it con- 
venient to establish themselves, in lines, 
whose commuuication could be readily 
preserved. — 

At the island of Kamouraska some 
distance below that of New Orleans 
the appearance of the neighbouring 
heights is said to indicate unequivocal- 
ly that the bed of the St. Lawrence 
Was there once at a much higher level 
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than that \rhich it now occupies* a cir- 
cumstance which corrohorates the pre- 
sumption that these ridges have been 
originally fonned bj the ancient current 
of the river. 

THE TOWN OF WILLIAM BENBT. 

We came too about 10 in the morn- 
ing, at the town of William Henrj, on 
the right bank of the River Sorel, which 
forms the outlet of Lake Champlain ; 
for the purpose of taking in wood, of 
which article there is a very rapid con- 
sumption, on board of Steam Boats. 

As we approached the wharf, all the 
people in the place seemed to be taking 
post at the landing. Among the fore- 
most came puffing a good humoured 
looking mortal, genteelly drest, of that 
description of bipeds that are said to 
laugh and be iat He is currently 
known, it seems, by the name of Sir 
John Fabtaff, and thus, like his proto- 
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type, of facelioas memory, if he be not 

wiOy himse^, he is oftentimes the caute- 
of wit in othert. 

Sir James Sherbrooke, the Governor 
General of both the Canadas, has a 
seat near this place, where he spends 
the summer months. He is now here^ 
and I think we were told that Ladj 
Selkirk was there, on a visit, from the 
drearj confines of Hudson's Bay. 

This is but a small town, jet here is 
both a Catholic, and a Protestant 
Church. I entered the former, while 
the business of the boat was expediting ; 
and found the aisles crowded with chiU 
dren, saying their catechbm, in a style 
of tedious rotation, which afforded a 
striking contrast to the compendious 
methods of the Lancaeterian plan. 

At the door I bought of a little Girl a 
pemiy worth of molasses candy, for 
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Wbich I pot into her hand two e<^pen^ 
Baying I did not want anj more, and ehe 
shoald hare them both : but so compe- 
tently had the principle of honesty, or 
independence, been impressed tipon 
her memory (under the unpromising 
system above mentioned,) that she ran 
after me, with the odd penny, crying, 
*' Tenez Monsieur ! V<Mci votre cop- 
per."* 

Be^ary is unknown, I find, in Cana* 
da^ and thieving is said to be rery 
rare.—! afterward teamed, that it is no 
uncommon thing for the English inhabi- 
tants to reoeire again, from die bands 
of the Father Confessors, money which 
has been stolen from tbem, without their 
luiowledge, carefully lapped up; with 
a request to take it again^ and ask M 
questions: 

■ Ste^, Sir ; ken'i your ptasr. 
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TSE LAKE OF ffT. PIEBBE^ 

pAasiNG through the Lake, anil amoDi; 
the woody Islands of St. Pierre, the 
weather being hazj, we almost lost 
sight of the main land; and when it 
again came in view, we were still tan- 
talized with the perpetual repetition of 
bouse aAer house, or rather hut after 
hut (for the Log hovels of the Ha&i- 
UmtSt square hewn, and neatly white 
washed, as they are, even to the roofs, 
which are clap boarded, and sometimes 
thatched, with a species of long grass, 
which grows on some of these islands, 
called rherbe-au-lieu, or wild grass 
are little bigger than huts,) in which it 
frequently happens that two or three 
generations of Canadians pig tf^tbejr^ 
preferring the pleasures of ease and 
fellowship, to all the advantages of in- 
dependence and exertion. When ne* 
eessity absolutely obfigea a swarm of 
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them to quit tlra parent hive, it is not t» 
seek an establishment* where land is 
cheap, for the future settlement of them- 
selves and their children; but to sub- 
divide the original patrimony, and run 
up another hovel, a few hundred paces 
diBtant, upon the same unvarying line, 
which was traced out by their remotesf 
Ancestors, when they were obliged 
above all things, to consult their safety 
from the irruptions of the Savages. 

THE TOWN OF THREE IUYEB9. 

Towards evening we stopped for sn 
hour or two off the town of Three Ri- 
vers ; there being no wharf for vessels 
to come too at, although this has been 
a place of trade more than one hundred 
and seventy years ; and it was once the 
seat of the Colonial Government — so 
indiflferent are the Canadian French 
to matters of mere accommodation. 
Churches and Monasteries are the prin- 
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apal featilrefl of the pbce, vfaen seen 
from the wat^. One of tlwse, that of 
the Recf^ets, 10 orerehadowed bj i^- 
lautie elnuL 

There were Indian cmoes along 
ehore, this place being yet freqaented 
bjr the Aborigines of Uie North and 
West, with skins and peltrj, which they 
bring with them, many fauDdreds df 
miles; having their whole families oq 
board of these fragile conveyances. 

Ban night, and driving rain, drove us 
below ; and the next morning we were 
still diirty or forty miles from Quebec i 
having narrowly escaped the necessity 
of coming to anchor, by the wind^s 
Eibating in the night 

Daring bneafafast time, we passed 
near the Church of St Angustme CaU 
vaire, which stands entirely exposed, 
upon a mked beach. 
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The inoontains here be^b to rise, 
and produce more interesting sceneiy. 
The cotintry in view having before 
been inrariably flat About 9 o'clock 
vre came in sight of the heights of 
Abraham, on the left, and those of 
Point Leri, on the right ; between 
Which were fifteen or twenty sail of 
Merchantmen, and Ships of war, riding 
at anchor; the island of Orleans ap- 
pearing, in the back grbiuid o( this in- 
teresting picture. 

We rapidly passed Wolfe's Cove, and 
were brou^t too, with admirable dex- 
terity, at a wharf of most inconvenient 
height; for the tide rises, in this wild 
(^lahael, from eighteen to twenty-four 



Here, and for half a mile round the 
precipice, which consists of a black 
elate, there is but just room for one 
narrow street. The rock is almost 
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perpendicular, till near the top; and 
as you look up from the water, to the 
stone wall, which caps the summit of 
the hill, with projecting hastions, you 
wonder what prevents the ponderous 
masses from coaling down upon your 
bead. 

GENERAIi MONTOOMEBT. 

Ik .this dismal ditch, where it first 
became exposed to a strong battery, 
which has been since taken down, on 
the 31st day of December, fell General 
Montgomery, .and his Aid-de-camp, 
M'Pherson, at the very first fire from 
the fort; and their disheartened Fol- 
lowers were easily made prisonei^, 
after a hopeless confiict. The snow 
being then four feet thick upon the 
ground. 

Yet I was told, apon the spot, by a 
Canadian Burgher of confidential ap- 
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pearance, ytho said he was in thd place^ 
at the time of the attach ; that the town 
might have been taken, bj surprise, if 
General Arnold had pushed bis oppor- 
tunity, when be £rst reached Point 
Levi ; instead of waiting for the Com- 
niander in Chief, ivho was then coming 
down the St. Lawrence. In the mean 
time the Citizens had recovered irom 
the panic into which they had been 
thrown, by so unexpected an event Sir 
Guy Carleton had thrown himself into 
the town, and the favourable moment 
for the attack was 4;rretrievabl7 lost. — 
The unfortunate General was interred 
by the British Ctimmander, upon one of 
the bastions of the citadel, with what 
are called the honours of war,* 

* My loformaDt, an old Man, and a nalire CanadiaDi bad 
in hiafoulhbeen under the Falls of Montmareuc}', Ihat is 
to uy, within the tremendoas concavity between the rock - 
and the cataract, ravertwraling with incesaant thunder, and 
dripping wilb parpetust spray ; and he had often jumped 
down into ths circular basins, of unDsual magiiitnde, worn, 
in tbe mlid rocfci from whence the name of the Hirer 
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QUEBEC. 

Almost perpendicularly over the 
place where Moktoomert fell, on the 
T.CTj brink of the precipice, whicb is 

Chaudjen; nUcb new pmmt* lU foBmlog eonne at « 
diitSDM fu beneath theae Indotdtable Indioatiom of the 
■ntorior eleratioii of its waten. Thef dUFer in oothiog bat 
tbeir iriM from the weU'lmoini perfbratioai which ware 
observable at the Fall* of Sebnilkillt before the progreas of. 
ioprovemeDt had obliterated all remtdns of (ho*e coHoiu 
•ff>eaian«e<. I emiwaee tbia opportunity to record that 
anch thing! uere within Eve milet of Philadelphia, that it Ktj 
not be iitterfjr forgotten that such inlereitiug pheuomeaa had 
erer miited. Nor can I forbear to pat the quertion which 
(hey sDggert, why may not these aqneoos perforations Iw 
aa well admitted to prove that the Globe is not of a date 
exeeediDgif remote (at least in its preeeat form) as the con- 
fcary can ba infemd fron the vuioui layers of lava round 
Moant Etna, by the periods of whose decompesition the 
Caiion Becupero could read the history of the earth, and 
discover, with un-miagiviDg presumption, that 

He that made it and revealed its date, to Howe 
Was ndstahen In it* age. 

The largest of these perforations, whlob hare any where 
been observed would not have reqnired more time forttt 
production, with the assistance of circulating pebbles, than 
ii lUowedby the Soered Historian. 

r 2 
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here not less than two hundred feet 
high, in lieu of the ancient Fort or 
Chateau of St. Louis, which name, 6y 
courtesy of. Engltnui, it yet retains, is 
erected the Gorernment House, the 
' apartments of which are occupied bj 
the TariouB offices of the Civil and Mili- 
tary Departments, acting under the 
orders of the Governor General of Bri- 
tish America; the Provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia being in- 
cluded under his command. But his 
residence is in a convenient building, 
on the opposite eide of the square. 

The lower town, from which we have 
not yet regularly ascended, is a dismal 
Gongeries of the most wretched build- 
ingSr rising, in darkness visible, amidst 
every kind of filth, between the rock 
and the river; which is said to have 
washed the very base of the promon- 
tory, when Jacques Cartier first sailed 
by the craggy epot. I quitted the nar- 

cjiij^c, Google 



67 

tow coDfioes, with the alacrity of a Fu- 
gitire, escaping from the confinement of 
a prison ; (though here, 

In dirt and darknesa hnndredi stink, eonttnt) 

by a long flight of steps, ending in 
slope after slope ; down which trickles 
perpetually the superfluous moisture of 
the upper town ; the streets of which, 
in wet weather^ are rinsed, over the 
heads of the luckless Passenger, by 
those projecting spouts which are so 
common in the antiquated towns of Ger- 
numy. 

The upper town, at a height of one 
hundred and fifty feet, from which it 
orertooks the lower; and shows the 
shipping so perpendicularly below, that 
you think you could toss a biscuit into 
them, from the ramparts, is completely 
fortified with walls and gates, and all 
the other inconveniencies of a garrison- 
ed town; such as sentinels on guard, 
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at every aTenue, &c. &c. independ^itlj' 
of the citadel, which, with ita outworks* 
of considerable extent, occupies an 
elevation two hundred feet higher. 

The Cathedral, and the Seminary ibr 
the Clergy, together with the JeBuit3 
College, opposite, now ^Mnverted into 
a barrack for the troops; who make its 
once tranquil walls resound twice a day 
with the animating sounds of Martial 
music — the bugle — the fife — and the 
^rit stirring drum. — These extensive 
establishments, ail originally devoted to 
religion, together with the Hotel Dieo, 
as it is called, afler the name of a si- 
milar institution in Paris, being a hos- 
pital for the sick, and the single Sisters 
- who attend them ; the Monastery of the 
Recollets, now taken down, to make 
room for more useiul edifices; and the 
Convent of the Ursuline Nuns, with 
other Religious EstabliehmNits, and 
their courts and gardens, occupied at 

cjiij^c, Google 



feast one-half of the gronnd* within the 
walb ; leaving the streets narrow, irre- 
goJar, and invariably up bill and down ; 
a circumstance which most render them 
stogularij inconvenient in frost and 
snow. 

I Such is the femooa City of Qacbecr 
for the acquisition of which 

GENEBAL WOI^FE 

wUIin^y devoted his life, in the year 
I 1759 ; the only memento of which 
circumstance, upon the spot, is a wooden 
figure of the celebrated Hero, in his 
broad skirted coat, with slashed sleeves, 
painted red, standing in a niche, at the 
corner of a street; in the attitude of 
commanding the decisive action, which 
for ever separated Canada from the do- 
minion of France. 

It is called St John Street, and it 
leads to the Gate of St. Louis, whence 
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A rough I know not how man;^ eorered 
ways, protected by a hke number oif 
salient angles (I may very probably be 
incorrect, in the terms of fortification^ 
never.having made the science of de- 
struction my particular study) it finally 
disgorges the weary Passenger, thwart- 
ed by recuning obstacles, upon the 
open air of the adjacent commoD. 

We are now upon the Plains of Abra- 
ham ; yet the ascent continues suffi- 
ciently to cover the scene of action, 
from tlie fire of the batteries. Turning 
round when you arrive at the summit, 
and looking down the river, between 
the two steeples of tlie Catholic and 
Protestant Cathedrals, you have what 
1 thought the most interesting view of 
Quebec, because it embraces in the 
same coup-d'ail, the principal objects in 
tiie vicinity. Overlooking the basin 
which is six miles wide, you behold tlie 
Island of Orleans, stretched out before 
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^ou* till it tenmnates id ondiitinguiBhiT^ 
haze, nhUst on the left yoa have the 
tiortfa coast, rising gradually into distant 
mboDtainfi, from which the river Mont^ 
norency precipitating itself into the St. 
- Lawrence, is all but seen,throagb a grove 
of firs, and the view tenninates abruptr 
Ij in the perpendicular Promontory of 
Cape Tonrment, which is two thou> 
sand feet high, and therefore may be 
distinctly seen at the distance of thirty 
miles. On the right you have the rocks 
of Point Levi, and behold the shipping 
in the harbour, at an immense depth 
below. Imagine the efiect of this whole 
fairy scene, connected as it is by the 
broad sur&ces of the River, which is 
seen again upon the edge of the hori- 
zon, winding round the stupendous 
.Bluff above mentioned, in its course 
toward Uie sea. 

The field of battle lies a mile further 
vest— The common remains bare, and 
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VBCttltiratect ; and a little to tke left of 
the road to Montreal, you perceive a 
iaig^ stone, near which the General 
fell. It may be easUy diatinguii^ed by 
the repeated eflbrts of British Visiton 
to poseess themaelres of the minuteel 
apecimen of thb monument of National 
prowess, to carry home with them^ as 
relics, cua their return to England. 

It is a whiUsb granite, of a finer graiQ 
than usual. 

This interesting spot has been devot- 
ed to History, not by an English Pro* 
lessor of the Fine Arts ; but by oat 
Countryman West, who considers bim* 
self acting patriotically as a British sub* 
ject in celebrating any event, which is 
counted honourable to the British arms, 
that bad occurred before the Revolu- 
tion, which established the Independ- 
ence of his country. 



(, Google 



73 

The French Governor of Qaebec, 
M. de Montcabn, fell likewise on the 
field of battle, yet such is the injustice 
of Afankind to those who seek 

— .the bubble honour, in th« eaaaon'i montb> 

that the Man, vfao died in the defence 
of his Country, is never mentioned with 
applause, because unsuccessful ; whilst 
the victorious Invader of a Foreign 
shore is pufied to the skies by the 
meretncious trumpet of Fame. 

I sat up my head quarters, to adopt 
the military phraseology^ that prevails 
here, at tt)e Union Hotel, in the Place fP 
Jirmes or Parade; intending from hence 
to make excursions into the Country, 
at my leisure; MalhiotB^ Hotel in St 
John's Street is said to be the best 
House of entertaiRTQent at Quebec; but 
I generally find die second' best, in this 
case, best suited tothe indulgence of 
my desultory habits. 
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At this place I met dailj, at dioDer, 
while in town, a shrewd English Agent 
or Commissary ; a man of mature age, 
anirersal information, and a cold, cal- 
culating temperament ; and a young 
Canadian from the Country, who was 
studying Law at Quebec. The cool 
headed Englishman occupied the head 
of the table, with the strictest obserr- 
ance of the customary forms of polite- 
ness; but amidst the reciprocation of 
formal civilities took care to maintain 
a prudent reserve : but the vivacious 
Frenchman attached himself to me, im- 
mediately, with the most engaging frank- 
ness. This IB not the first time I have 
had occasion to remark the mutual at- 
traction and repidsion, which takes 
place between total strangers, on sitting 
down together, for the 6r6t time, at a 
PubUc table; nor yet to observe the 
preference which the French every 
■ vhere discover for iiie American cha- ' 
racter. It was as good ns a passport 
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when 1 was last in France ; and an ap- 
plication under that name was respected 
by Sentinels on guard, when peroussioa 
was generally refused to others. " Voua 
" etes Americain ! Entrez Monsieur "• 
and Commandants who receired me 
with all the eternnees of oiBcial author- 
ity, have soAened their manner, as soon 
as I called myself an American. 

I thought my young Fnend an Eng- 
liebman, so well did he speak the Ian- 
guage ; and I afterward understood that 
be had renounced the French, from his 
childhood, and now spoke it so ill, that 
be declined conversing in it, even when 
he learned that 1 spoke French myself 

In the perpetual ebullitions of his 
vivacity, he put me to the question a great 
deal more than is agreeable to me ; but 
I could not find in my heart to discoun- 

" Are f ou ui AmericBn ? Walt io, «Ir» 
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lenance his volubility, or discourage his 
wish to be serviceable to me, ia the ob< 
jects of my pureuit. 

Accordinglj when I left Quebec, I 
was furuiehed bj him wiUi a list of the 
post houses on the road ; accompanied 
hj notes of the inns, and other infor- 
mation, highlj useful to a Traveller hj 
land. But this was not enough to satisfy 
his aesiduity, I must have letters of re- 
commendation to no less than four Gen- 
tlemen of his acquaintance, in the dif- 
ferent towns I should pass through, 
though I professed, with my usu^ 
bluntnees, very little expectation of de- 
livering any of them. — And there was 
one to his Grandmother at Machich^ — 
but 'I will not anticipate the amusing 
viiit to which this afterward gave rise. 

I recollected some of the sprightly 
sallies of Monsieur Gugy, witlj the in- 
tention of putting them upon paper : 
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but so much of the efiect of that vola^ 
tile spirit 

Wheoce Uvely wit eicit«c to gty nnpriM, 

unavoidablj eraporates in repetition:, 
and .so much of its pungency de- 
pends upon attending circumstances^ 
which cannot be conveyed by the pen^ 
that I shall not risque the attempt ; lest 
it should discredit the conTivial powers 
of my young Friend, whose esteem I 
should be very unwilling to forfeit 

One retort, however, which took 
place, when the cloth was remored, be- 
tween the two ends of the table, was 
J^aiional, and I shall therefore preserve 
it The sober Englishman was asked 
to mention a historical Bubject* upon 
which the Student might exercise his 
talents for composition, during the 
recess. He proposed " The Rise and 
" Progress of the most extensive Colony 
" upon the Globe"— Not Botany Bay, 
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sure, said I.—" No, no," iDterrupted 
Monsieur^ " it shall be the Decline and 
" Fall of Quebec." 

On another occasion, the American 
Revolution being in question, the cause 
was on all hands allowed to be juBt: 
" Nay," said they, « the British Govem- 
" ment itself hjuj yirtually acknow- 
" ledged it, in granting, by Act of Parlia* 
« ment, to the Canadian Provinces, the 
" otily privilege, which the leading Pat- 
" riots at one time contended for, that of 
" tuii beiag taxedt without their own consetU. 

My young Friend would gladly have 
accompanied me to the Religions 
Houses; but to such places I always 
choose to go by myself. One of my 
earliest visitations was to 

THE AOTEL DIEU, 

where a Superieure and twenty-seven 
Sisters take care of the sick poor, of 
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boUi sexes, who are lodged in separate 
wards, and furnished, by them, with 
every thing necessary. The Sisters 
however, having a good deal of leisure 
on their hands, being themselves almost 
as numerous as their Patients, employ 
or amuse, themselves, in making orna- 
ments for altars, and embroidering, with 
fruit and flowers, a variety of trinketS} 
such as pocket books, and work bags ; 
which visitors take home with them for 
presents to children, or mementos of 
their journey. They are made of the 
thin, smooth, and pliable bark of a 
tree, which is common here, (the French 
call it Boulotte) it will bear writing on 
as well as paper, the ink not spreading 
in the least. I brought away a specimen 
of it, from the Falls of Montmorency, 
which I intend to present to Peale's 
Museum. 

I introduced myself to one of the 

Nuns, whom I met in the passage. (She 
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Was dressed in white linen, verj coarse, 
with a black veil, pinned close across 
the forehead, and thrown back upon 
the shoulders) by askitig permission to 
see their chapeL — " Asaeyez tous, Mon- 
« sieur, un petit moment."* There was 
a window seat at hand. ' *' Je vais 
<' chereher une de mes Sceurs, pour nous 
" accompagner."t It seems they are 
never allowed to go any where without 
a Companion, which is the reason they 
are always seen abroad in pairs. She 
returned immediately, with another Sis- 
ter, who saluted me with apparent 
pleasure. 

They introduced me to the door of the 
Chapel; but went not in themselves. 
The Sisters having a private place of 
devotion appropriated to them, along 
side, they never enter the Public Cha- 
pel, when it is frequented by others. 

■ Sit down one minute, Sir. 

1 1 im gqiag for one of my Sisten to oBcompany ns. 
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I Boon returned to them, finding no- 
thing interesting in the Building, though 
it Beems it was founded in 1638, by the 
DutcbesB d'Aiguillon ; who sent over 
three Nuns of this order, from the Hos* 
pitkl at Dieppe, on the establishment 
of this charitable Institution. It con- 
tains but two pictures worth attention. 
They are lai^ piecest without frames, 
hy good French MEtsters, leaning against 
the walls of the side Chapels, as if they 
had oererbeen hungup. The subjects 
I remember were the Visitation of St. 
Elizabeth, and the Dispute with the 
Doctors of the Law. 

The-two Sisters had waited for me, 
in the Sacristy, behind the Chapel. 
They seemed gladly to embrace the 
opportunity for a few minutes conver- 
sation, with a stranger. I was curious 
about their regulations. " Vous n'avez 
''done pas de Coromunaut^ chez tous, 
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'* Monsieur.'** We had not any. \ was 
from Philadelphia. '« Cependant," said 
one of them, " on en a a la Louisiane. 
" Mais ce n'est pas si loin. Voila la 
" raieon apparamment."t Did they per- 
mit women who had once been married, 
to take the veil ? " Oui Monsieur, Si 
** elles n'ont point d*en£ins. Cela pourr- 
*' oit les distraire. Etd'ailleurs elles doi- 
'* vent plutot B'occuper a felever leurs 
*' Enfans. — II y avoit demierement Ma- 
^ dame une telle qni vouloit faire pro- 
** fession : Mais Monseigneur I'Eveque 
" a dit qu'il etoit plutut de son devoir 
" d'^lever ses Enfans, que de soigner les 
" MaladeB."J Having once entered the 

■ Hare you bo CsmmuDities io your Conntiy, Str i 
t Yet therhavetbemin Loobiand: but that ia not eo &r. 
That must be the reawo. 

t Yea Sir. If they have no chlldteo— Tliat might divide 
tbeir aflectiODB ; andbejide, the^ arebaandin duty to briog 
up their children. It is but lately (hat Madame Such-a-one 
wauted to enter the House ; but my Lord Bishop told her 
that it was rather her busmeu to see to the educatkn of her 
children) than to take fiare of the Sick. 
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House, were they obliged to perpetual 
residence ? — ** Apres ud an et demi de 
" profession Ton ne peut plus aortiPf 
" Jusqaes la it est permis de se retirer 
" (laughing) Combienjat-ildegeosma- 
** n&a. Monsieur, qui voudroient bien re- 
" noncer au mariage, si cela se pouvoit, 
**apr^ un an,etdemi de noviciat?"*— 
Assuredly, said I — a great many. — But 1 
took the TOW of matrimony, twenty years 
ago, and bare never had occasion to 
repent my obligation. 

THE CATHEDBAIi OF QUEBEC. 

I n&xT went to see the Cathedral, 
which is a plain rough building, on the 
•Dtside, with a handsome Steeple, as 
asual, coTcred with tin-— It is ejected 
00 one side of the greatdoor. — ^Within, 

* After a year and a half of (rial, tbej are no longer per- 
idttedto whhdnw. Until then they treat liberty to do m. 
How nuiy Uanied people are tbere, who would gladly 
■cnoance mabfittODy, after tlie eipoienceof ayearBiid* 
ha£f 
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fliis Gfaurch has much of the in^toui^ 
efiect of £urope8n Cathedrals, ariaing 
from great length, and Id% height 

I was struck with the rich carred 
Wainscot of the Choir ; much in the 
stjle of that of Notre Datne» at Paris. 
Over it four Corinthian columns support 
an arch, in scroll work. Upon this 
rests the globe, on which stands a Fi- 
gure of the Redeemer, in the attitude 
of benediction, holding in his left hand, 
or rather leaning' upon a ponderous 
cross; rajsofgjor; emanating from the 
body on all sides. This part is painted 
white, and the whole work is admirable, 
both in design, and execution ; as weD 
as the open work of the Bishop's 
throne, and the Stalls for the Canons; | 
but the sculptured Pulpit, and the I 
Statues, in the Choir, are painted and | 
gilded, in a gaudjstjie, unworthj of 
notice, or description. 
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. The Sacristan now accosted me, ob' 
^ercing my peculiar curiosity. He was 
A hard headed reteran of the Church, 
with all his features settled into that 
imperturbable' insensibility, which is 
oaturEtlly contracted by beholding, 
without interest, or regard, the perpetual 
flux and reflux of the tide of human 
life at the doors of a Catholic Cathe- 
dral, where every period of existence 
from the cradle to the grave is in con- 
tinual rotation. 

I had myself seen that morning the 
difllerent ceremonies of a Christening, 
and . a. Burial ; nothing was wanting 
but a marriage to complete the whole 
hffitory of life : and that I am told oAen 
takes place, contemporaneously, also. 

I asked him whether the Church was 
not a hundred and flfty feet long ?— 
He said it was one hundred and eighty- 
six. He had measured it himself. It 
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is ninety wide, and the midffle aisle, 
which is divided from the side aisles hf 
massjr arcades, is at least sixtj high. 

In what year, said I, was the Church 
erected ? " Monsieur, il 7 a environ cent 
" cinquante ans. Je nc sauroia rous 
" dire le jour meme."* But the carr- 
ed work in the Choir is not of that age. 
^t is of some rich wood not yet much 
darkened by time) " Gest que V Eglise 
*' a et6 bruise il ya environ cinquante 
" ans^t The Pulpit, said I,wasprobabl/ 
sared from the wreck. (It is of Gothic 
construction, and grossly painted, in 
colours.) " Non, Monsieur, Rien ne fiit 
sauy^Tout est aneuf.^ Was the beau- 
tiful carred work of Uie choir made in 
this Country ? *' Oui, Monsieur, 5** ttb 
** fait par un de nos propres Canadiens, 

■ Sir, itUaboatonehiuidnduid Sfljyeanold 1 Cd- 
BOt tell you to the very d^. 
t No, for tb« Chnrch wu tnliniy batat iIowd aboat ttf 

t NO) ilr, BotUng mi saTsd ; avery Iking is neir. 
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" qui a fait le voyage de France expre* 
" pour e'en rendre capable."* Was that 
Lewis XIII, or Lewis XIV, that stood 
on the right hand of the altar? (A Mar- 
shall of France, perhaps Montmoreoci, 
on the opposite side.) " Non, Monsieur, 
" ee nest ni Tun ni Fantre. C'est — C'est 
*' — Le Loma des CroinnJlM.^t It is then 
Lewu the IX, or St Lewis, said I. — " Ek 
'* oui, oni. Monsieur, tous avez raison. 
*' MaiB comment I'avcz tous reconnu 
" pour €tre roi?"J By the crown and 
sceptre. " Oh ! bin,"§ said the old Sextonj 
(who appeared to hare, till that moment 
oreriooked his kingship, and coosidei^ 
ed the canonized Lewis, aa nothing 
more than one of the Saints of the 
Choir— it being not uncommon to 

■ Tes sir, it wu made by one of our CBoadlaiu, nho went 
«ver to France on purpoH to qualify lunuelf for the woriL 

t No >ir, it is neithet of Ata. tt ij^-It U — the Louia of 
tke Cruiadei. 

I Tei, yes, lir; yoa tre right— Bothow dtj yon know 
Uu to be a Kiaf ! 

§ 01 true. 
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crown the figures of saints in Catholic 
Churches.) " Lea autres d'alentour," 
continued he, " sont St. Pierre, St. Paul, 

« St He could not recollect the 

" name of the third — it was the Marshall 

*' of France. St Vons sentez biei» 

>' que nous ne les crojons pas les rerita- 
" bles Saints m€mes ; inaiB seulemeDt 
" leurs representants."* O yes, yea, I 
understand it. 

THE CHAPEL OF THE UBSCUNES. 

Next morning I went to the Chapel 
of the Ursulines, in the expectation of 
seeing the Nuns, at their devotions; 
but in that I was disappointed. An 
old Priest was saying mass, at s mag- 
nificent altar — the Tabernacle uncom- 
monly splendid. Corinthian Columns 
-gilded Statues— a bishop on one side, 

* The oOiera round ar« St. PeUr St. Paul St. You 

UDdentand that we do not lake tlieni to be the very sojutp 
thtnuelTef, but only their repre>eDtativea- 
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and a Queen on the other. (Probably 
Ann of Austria, .the Mother of Lewis 
XIV, as this institution was founded in 
1 639.) St. J oseph with the Child in his 
armfi, over head. Seraphs are recli- 
ning in the angles of the pediment, and 
Cherubs spread their wings above, and 
below, the niches. Bas reliefs of Apos- 
tles, and Evangelists, with their appro- 
priate emblems, occupying the parinels 
of the pedestals. All this in the finest 
style of the Age of Lewis XIV, both 
sculpture, and architecture. 

This rich Chapel may be eighty feet 
long, forty wide, and forty high. It is 
now dark with age, though it has always 
been neatly kept, by the piety of the 
Nuns, and has therefore suffered no- 
thing else from time. 

On the left is a side Chapel hung with 

Gobelin tapestry, (probably a Royal 

present, as Lewis XIV, kept that ma- 

H 2 
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ntifactory in his own hands for Bucb pur- 
poses.) Od the right is a lai^e arched 
grate, with a black curtain drawn be- 
hind it, through which the Nuns were 
occasionallj beard, hemming, and 
coughing ; for this was a silent mass. I 
now despaired of seeing the particular 
objects of my curiositj: but presently 
the curtains were drawn, from within, 
and discovered the Nuns, kneeling, in 
their black dresses, with white neck- 
kerchie&. — This was at the moment of 
the elevation of the Host And no 
soonerwas it over than the curtains were 
dosed again, and the slender Audience 
seemed to be left behind, to receive the 
" Dominus vobiscum,"* and coldly re- 
spond " Amen." 

The paintings in this elegant Chapel 
are chiefly unmeaning representations 

"Tlif Iwd be <ritb yW. 



(, Google 



91 

of celebrated Sisters of the order, in 
attitudes of adoration, or beatification 
—on their knees— or in the clouds. 
There is, however, upon these venera- 
ble walls a historical representation of 
The Genius of France, just landed 
upon the shores of Canada, from a Eu- 
ropean vessel, which is seen moored to 
the rocks. She is pointing to the stan- 
dard of the cross, at the mast bead ; 
and oflferiog, with tbe other hand, to a 
female Savage, the benefits of religious 
instruction; which she receives upon 
her knees. Wig-warns, children, &cj 
are seen io the back ground. 

This Conventual Institution, proba- 
bly the most strict in North America, 
short of the Vice-royaltj of Mexico^ 
owes its neie to the piety and self-denial 
of a rich young Widow, who devoting 
berself to religion, upon the death of 
her Husband, chose Quebec for her 
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retreat* as a place of seclusion from the 
world. 



THE GENERAL HOSPITAL AND THE 
WHITE NUNS. 

The General Hoepital, whichis beau- 
tifully located, in a retired eituation, on 
the banks of the little River St.' Charles, 
about a mile westward of the town, now 
«nlj remained to be expbred. 

I walked that way, one evening, 
when all nature wears an aspect of 
tranquillity, and invites to meditation, 
or repose. 

It is the most regular of all the reli- 
gious edifices of this place, and remains, 
without alteration, or addition, as it 
was originally founded by its beneficent 
Patron, M. de St. Vallier, the second 
Bishop of Quebec, who endowed it, I 
believe by will, la the year 1693, for 
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^« relief of the aged and infirm. Thejr 
are attended by thirty-seven Sist^rs^ 
uoder the direction of a S^qterieure, or 
Lady Abbess. 

This extensive Building forms a hol- 
low square, two stories high ; and the 
front next the town has a veneri^le 
appearance of antiquity, with its higb 
pitched roo^ and broad portals at each 
end, under the protection of St Jo- 
seph, and the Virgin (if I remcmbet- 
light) in their respective niches. For- 
tunately I did not enter it, at this time^ 
but sauntered about the lonely environs 
of the place, thinking upon the melan- 
choly absurdity of those human inven- 
tions, and traditions, by which God is 
robbed of his honour, so to speak, and 
hia Son Jesus Christ, is, as it were, su- 
perseded by Joseph and Mary; as if 
the heaven-bom Saviotir were yet under 
the hitelage of earthly Parents. 
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I 8&y, fortunately, because thUrciPi 
cumstance brought me here a second 
tttoe, but a few minutes before a pro> 
cession took place, which was the most 
impressive thing of the kind I erer saw 
in Canada. 

! had passed through ^ lower ward, 
into the Chapel, attended by one oftbe 
Patients, who told me on my ^ving him 
tomething to discharge Atm, that there 
was going to be a procession of the 
Nuns that afternoon, i^^eablj to tbc 
jroles of the Founder, which enjoin, it 
seems, the formal viaitation of the al' 
lars, in the respectire warde, to be per- 
formed by the Sisterbood, in foil habit, 
at certain set times in evety month. 

I bade him bring me word, when the 
procession was coming, and applied 
myself to the perusal of two broad 
tablets, upon the wallsi whidi narrated 
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iR French rerse, the atjleuid title — the 
talehta and the virtues, of 

JEAN BAFTI8TE LE CHEYAUJER, 
DE ST. YAllilER, 

who had been two and forty years 
faisbop of Quebec, when he founded this 
bene6oeot Institution, and was here in- 
terred, at the foot of the altar. 

I had not near finished the verses, 
which had no particular merits of their 
ewn to reccHnmeud them, when my At- 
tendant returned, in baste, to tell me 
that the procesfion was forming. As I 
re-entered the ward, at the upper end, 
the Sisterhood were coming in at the 
other. They were preceded by a Lay 
Sister, bearing a silver crucifix. She 
was evidently in her noviciate, having 
only the white veil, which was pinned 
across her forehead, and iell loose upon 
her shouldeni. The rest had all bhck 
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Teils, of the same deecription } Irat the 
dress of all of them was white, with 
large open flannel sleeres, a email cross 
depending from the nef:k. 

The croBs hearer was the handsomest 
woman, or rather, she was the' only 
handsome woman, I had seen in Canada' 
—very fair-r-but tall, without colour, 
and her unusual height was set off to 
advantage by the little girls, that car- 
ried lighted tapers; on either side of 
her. But there was something, even in 
her downcast eyes, which iailed to eon- 
vince me, that tfae fair proselyte had 
voluntarily drawn the lot of a Recluse. 
They all three took their station on one 
side, directly opposite to where I stood, 
while the Superior, between two Sis- 
ters, bearing, with both hands, a pon- 
derous Image of the Virgin, approaeji- 
ed the altar; and, kneeling down before 
it, was imitated by all the Sisterhood, 
as they followed her, in pairs. . 
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' Thej remaiDed for some minutes in 
this oneasy attitude, eiDging aloud, 

Vii^ pluainia 1 On pro wtblt ! 

Mater dolarissiniK! Ora[H« Dobii! bcbc.* 

the Catholic Spectators on their knees 
responding with zealous vociferatioD, 



THE LEGISLATURE OF CAKASA. 

T^ Legislature of Canada holds its 
nttings in what was once the Bishop^s 
Palace, a Building which has been long 
allowed to be applied to other uses, hy 
the now humble Bishops of the. See, 
who are content to reside in the Semi- 
nary, among their clergy ; and the old 
Chapel has been handsomely fitted up, 
by Government, for the accommodation 
&f the Legislature. 

* Ho*t pioiu Virgin ! Frayrorni. Most painful Molber! 
fnj tot \a. 

I Lord, ne bcMwIi th«« to heiriu. Or, u K ttandt in 
ant Fntesbuit IMatgj, Good Lord, we beseeeb thee to heu 
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I walked into it one day, with per- 
mission from one of their SecretarieEii 
who was writing in the Antichamber. 

The Speaker sita, as at St. Stephen's, 
in a high backed chair, at the upper 
end of the room, surmounted by his 
Majesty's arms. The Members sit upon 
benches, without desks. It will be re- 
collected that our Delegates in Con- 
gress occupy armed chairs, and every 
Member is provided with a desk^ Which 
arrangement is best adapted to the va* 
rious purposes of discussion, and deli- 
beration, I shall not venture to opine; 
as it is, evidently, one of those que»* 
tioDS upon which. mutft maybe said oa 
both sidts. 

The Proceedings in this miniature 
Parliament, for so it. is called, take 
place in both languages ; though I per- 
ceived by the names of the actual Mem- 
bers, which hung up in the lobby, tbst 
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ifew of the Representatives are now 
French. 

The debates are said to be BometitncB 
very animated ; but they are more fre- 
quently personal, than political: The 
'Crown having a veto upon all their 
proceedings. 

After various changes, in the system 
of government, had been adapted and 
rejected, in the vain expectation of re- 
conciling the customs of France, with 
the laws and usages of England, in the 
year 1 792, all the benefits of the British 
Constitution were extended to this part 
of the Empire; and the Province of 
Canada was divided into two separate 
Governments ; a Legislative Council, 
and Assembly, being allotted to each. 
But both of them were placed, together 
with the lower provinces of New-Bruns- 
wick, and Nova Scotia, under the con- 
trol of the same Governor General. 



(, Google 



PEDESTHIAN EXCURSION TO THE 
FALLS OF MONTMOKENCT. 

My curiosity being now nearly satis- 
fied, at Quebec, I sat out, by myself, on 
a pedestrian excursion to the Falls of 
Montmorency, about eight miles north 
east of that City. 

On crossing the River St Charles, 1 
found myself in a muddy plain, or bot- 
tom, of black mould, mixed with sand ; 
through which I with difficulty picked 
my steps, for a mile or two; after which 
the rising ground became stony and 
rough. 

On the left I passed two or three 
large old French Mansion Houses, very 
long in Front, but shallow. They 
wore the appearance of desertion, and 
decay; but the Church of Beauport, on 
the right, with its two steeples, and a 
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comfortable college for the Priests, 
looked in good^epair, I envied them 
nothing however hut a small grove of 
trees, on a projecting knowl, through 
which they had laid out a gravel walk. 
It terminated at an oaken table, with 
seats for study, or reflection ; from which 
tranquil spot the Fathers could see 
Quebec, without any intervening ob- 
ject, but the majestic river, and the 
shipping in the harbour. 

About noon I reached the river 
Montmorency, which is crossed by a 
bridge, a little above the FaU. Having 
overlooked the -foaming torrent from a 
grove of Firs (The French call them ele- 
gantly Pinettes) I crossed the bridge, and 
dined, or rather would have dined, at a 
small Inn, on the other side. But I found 
the brown bread was totally unpalatable 
to my pampered appetite, and nothing 
else, but eggs, were to be had.- 
t2 
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A quiet nap howiver refreahed me — l 

foi^t the irant of dinner^ and in the 
ftft^tnooa i went rotind the hill, on the 
loWer side of the Falls- I saw thetn, od 
the wa^, to much better advants^ than 
before; pouring, id an unbroken sheet of 
foam, into the abyss below ; and, descend- 
ing to the beach, I approached the thun- 
deiing cateiract, nearenou^to be sprink- 
led with the spray ; and to satisfy myself 
that the height of ttus celebrated fall has 
been much over-rated. It does not in 
fealit^ exceed, if it eren equals the Gigan- 
tic Falls of Niagara, in the smallest of 
their dimenaicuis, 1 mean that of height. 

Heriot calls it two hundred and forty- 
six feet, which is about a hundred feet be- / 
yond- the truth; and yet he must have 
viewed it, with attention, as he gives a 
beautiful view of Montmorency. 

The bank over which it rolls, consists 
«f a lime slate, in horizontal strata, of 
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hy occasional feins of fibrous gjpsutn. 

The rocks of Montmorency have re* 
ceived little injury, or rather impression, 
fn»n the Course of the wafer; which does 
DOt appear to have receded many feet from 
what must have been its pristine situation, 
St the period of Noah's flood— perhaps 
long before : for I am one of those geolcH 
gists who, with Professor Cuvier, of the 
French Institute, do not believe that the 
^ce of the earth was much, if at all, flia- 
terially, changed, at the time of the 
Deluge; the waters of which might ris* 
to the height mentioned in scripture, and 
withdraw their covering, without leaving 
any more permanent marks of their irrup- 
tion, than the mud and slime which they 
Would naturally deposite. 

It falls upon a flat rock, which bears 
no marks below the present basin, of 
having ever been more worn by the 
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waters, than it is at present ; ^nd the ad- 
joining banks are within a few hundred 
feet of the great river, to which they 
descend almost perpendicularly. 

These circumstances disprove the 
fond presumption, so lightly adopted 
hy Schultz, and others, that the Ca- 
taract of Niagara; which now poura 
over a perpendicular wall of similar 
rocks (as no doubt it has done from the 
beginning, and will continue to do, to 
the end of time) has receded, from a 
distance ot, I forget how many miles, 
below ; wearing away the solid rock, 
at fhe rate of so many inches in a year. 

This groundless hypothesis is accom- 
panied with sage calculations of how 
nearly this prodigious wear and tear 
can be kept within the limits of the 
Mosaic Chronology; and how much 
more time— looking forward with fearful 
expectations, will be sufficient to wear 
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throagh the remainii^ bed of the rirer, 
and let out the watere of Lake Erie, to 
deluge thesubjacent-pl^inBl* 

'The rocki of MoDtmoreo 117 afford unple eonflnnatioa of 
die comparative!; recent date of the piMect itate of Ihiiigt, 
according to the Mos^c Chronologr ; ■■ His erideat bom 
the proiUnity, or rather Juiti>poiilioiii of thi* Cttara«t tft 
the Biver St. Lawreoce, icto which it falla almost petpen- 
£cDlariy, Jn conneilon witli the luiwoni sbrfece of the 
Oat rocli, OD which It follB, (eveiy where bat at the eiiiUng 
baain)that these walencotildDOt have contiaaed 90 to fall 
for any very long p<»iod of time, without faaviDg worn away 
the rocki over which thejr poor, In a much greater degrea, 
than they have yet done. 

I consider these Falls as affording palpable proof of Profea- 
sorCuvier*! opinion, in hisTbeary oftheEaith, "That, by a. 
carefiil examination of whathai taken place, onlbeiurfaca 
oT the Globe, since it has been laid dry, for the last time, 
and its continents have assnmed their present form, (for. 
the learned Professor traces the formation of the rocks and 
mountains, through gradual, and snccessive, changes, bodi 
of Eompositlon, and position, at least in sach parts u are 
somewhat elevated abore the \WfA of tha aresn) it may be 
clearly seen, that this last Revolution, end consequently 
the establishment of onreiisting Societies (in other words, 
the creation of the Human race) eannnt have been very re- 
mote. Accordingly, it is obvion* to reouirk, that among 
the bones [of animals] foimd in a fossil state, those of t^ 
Human species have never yet been discover"'.' Severd 
of those specimens, which bad passed for remans of fliat 
kind) Cuvier examined, with attention, and that abta Na* 
tnrsltst declares, that not a single fragment, amoD| Ibeo^ 
bad erer belonged to a Human skeleton. • 
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A truce to speicalation— Let w return 
to ackoowledged realities. 

By going round the mouth of the 
liver, and ranging the flat rock, which 
forms its level bottom, I got within the 
influence of the spray; and, turning 
irom the sun, was .gratified with the 
herial splendours of a circular rainbow; 
which formed around me a perfect 
<rii^, or halo, of the prismatic colours. 

I now followed the course of the 
beach, down the shore of the St Law- 
rence, as far as the little Church of 
Ange Gardien, (not less than three mites) 
and was bj that time weary enough to 
have ar.rpptod a bumble lodging, in one 
of the neighbouring cota: But 1 did not 
feel inclined to soUcii admittance, while 
I could possibly command accommo- 
dation, -at an Inn. 

I therefore stopped at a house to in* 
quire the road, where an old Woman, 
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and her Bftagfater, were weaving, in a 
large room, which apparently answered 
alLtheir purposes, as there were several 
beds in itr— Whilst I was taking her di- 
rections, the Priest of the Piuish came 
in, with that peculiar air of unconcern^ 
approaching to apathy, which is so ob- 
seirable among the Clergy in Canada^ 
Upon the Priest's sitting down, the good 
Woman laid aside her shuttle, ' and- 
brought in a mug of beer ; which she 
set between uf, with rustic civility— not 
ofieringit to ettbtr. — His reverence was 
not inquisitive, and I was not loqaacioas, 
ooder the fatigue of my journey ; so I 
soon rose, and took my leave. I have 
since regretted that I had not taken the 
opportunity of some professional infor- 
mation : but one has always something 
to regret ; and 



There was no taverSf he said, for two 
Lea^es^i but there were good Houaee 
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upon the road ; aod Uiey were accus- ' 
tomed to exercise hospitality. That is 
to say, in this Country, they would re- 
ceive Travellers, and lake pay for their 
entertainment — Hospitality implies, in 
Canada, nothing like the disinterested 
kindness of the Quakers in Pennsyl- 
vania, which has been lately sketched, 
with such glaring colours, in Gaits' Life 
of West ; nor yet does it indicate the 
liberal welcome of the Gentleman 
Farmer, of Maryland, or Virginia, to 
whom the company of an intelligent 
Stranger is such an acceptable treat, in 
those isolated situatitms, that he is re- 
commended from house to house, by 
way of conferring a favour; and he may 
live among the neighbouring Gentry, at 
free co^t, as long a^ he chooses. 

I continued my progress, by cottages 
and hamlets, mills, and water-falls, till 
I came at last within ken of the expect- 
ed place of repose : but its wretched 
vppearamte so disheartened me, after 
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walking fifteen miles, in expectation of 
ft place of shelter, that I had, at last^ a 
great mind to bare begged a nights 
lodging in the neighbourhood. I actu- 
ally knocked at one door for that pur- 
|K>se; but the People within answered 
as if they had retired to rest, (it was 
now between nine and ten o'clock) 
and I reconciled myself as well as I 
conld to the brawling of Watermen, 
who were to put off as soon as the tide 
served, which would be some time be^ 
fore midnigfati'for Quebec. The Land- 
lady (one of the coarsest women I have 
ever seen) had some tolerable wine, as 
it happened, so I ordered a pint of it* 
and declined having any thing else for 
supper. I threw myself, m my clothes, 
upon the wretched bed that was made 
for me ; and next morning I turned out, . 
as early as possible, atler swallowing a 
couple of raw eg^, the only eatable I 
could stomach, in ttus squalid abode. 
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The Peasants of Canada have got Um 
disagreeable habit, so comiaon ia Europe, 
of never telling their price. Ce que vous 
Toulez Monsieur (What you please ar) ia 
ihe universal answer, even at profe8&< 
ed Inns, in unfrequented places. But I 
must say they never asked me ior mora 
than I gave them, whatever it was ; and 
they always appeared to be perfectly sat- 
isfied. 

Yet there are no beggars in Canada, 
any more than in the United States. The 
Stranger is no where importuned for 
noooey, or disgusted by the ehameless 
display of natural, or acquired defonnity, 
with which European Roads and Cities 
universally abound. Whilst I was at 
Montreal, a street Be^^ar arrived from 
Europe: upon taking his stand in the 
Public square, he was soon noticed by the 
Police, and clapped up in a place of confine- 
ment, till he should learn to respect the 
customs of the Country, and betake himself 
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to some honest means of obtaining a lire^ 
lihood. 

I was much annoyed, howeTer^ by the 
litde whiffet Aoga that run out upon Pas- 
sengers from every hovel, barking till they 
are out of eight. I ofWn admired the 
pati«ice of the Postillions— -but they are 
probaUy fond of it. Noise seems to bo 
here the general passion. Church bells 
are perpetually rin^g out, drums beat 
twice a day, in the principal towns, ma- 
king the streets resound wi^ the tattoo, 
or the reveiilS j and m the country whole 
dozens of litUe bells are constantly jingling 
uptm the harness of erery cal6che. 

Before I turned about, I examined the 
ruins of the Franciscan Convent which 
had been burnt by General Wolfe to dis- 
lodge its Inhabitants, whose influence pre- 
vented supplies from being brought him 
by the neighbouring Peasantry, and the 
Chateau, as it was called, (I conjecture 



(, Google 



&om its having been originaliy a Se^o- 
«rial MansicHi House or GeDtleman^s seat) 
was never allowed to be repaired. 

The neighbouriog Church called Cba> 
teau Richer, from this castellated mansiMi 
(whose walls are yet perfectly sound, 
though they have been so long disman- 
tled) was built in 1638; and it is now 
undergoing a thorough repair. 

The whole Island of Orleans may be 
seen from hence ; but its apearance is un- 
interesting, on so near a view ; from the 
monotonous style of the settlements, house 
ifter house, at equal distances, and so 
much alike, that you cannot distinguish 
one from another. 

The French Settlements do not extend 

above fifty mites below the Island, though 

they are sprinkled along, as far as the 

' HarV>ur of Tadoussac, on one side, and 

the town of Kamouraska on the other ; 
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from wheoca downward, in a «paoe of 
faaodreds of miles, Dotfaing is to be seen, 
en either hand* but moontama covered 
with brash wood, and rocks, grey with 
the moss of ages, over, or beside, which, 
iimmnerable streams^ and rivers, seem to 
gush, or n^, m ram. 

In this gigantic River, the water ia 
brackish, no larther than the lower end 
of the Island of Orieans; and the tide 
flows no farther Uian Uie lake of St. 
Pierre ; yet the white Porpoises are 
frequently seen to pitch in the basin of 
Quebec; and Whales occasionally as- 
cend, as iar as the river Saguenaj.* 

' The iiapetaoui toircnt of the SigtupBy, ii a variotity «( 
the wateiy element, little, if at all, inferior to tbe thunder* 
big Falb (rf Niagarm. The baalu are naked roeki, which 
(fM from onebandred aad ttvtMf to threa hBodred aitd 
forty J/anU, above the stream ', whose carreat li at ohm 
broad, deep, and violent. In lome places, falb of fiAy or 
riity feet cause it to nuh onwaid with inconcrivable rap)d- 
Itj. It U geaeraUy from two to three miles wide, to a dii : 
lance of one or two, hundred miles from iti mouth, whei* 
Ularaddeol; coDtradedbj projecting racb to tto wldtli«f 
k2 
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On mj return toward Quebec, I pro- 
ceeded more leisurelj than I had dime, in 
coming down ; and now found time to ad- 
mire the beautiful plants, or rather vines, 
which were occasionally to be seen, bang^ 
ing firom the lintel of an open window.— 
The windows in Canada, opening on 
hinges, from side to side, instead of bdng 
hung with wei^ts, to rise, end fall, as 
with us. These vines, it seems, are called 



one mDe onlj. At tli« plac« of Ha diieharge, attempti here 
beea made to Muad \U depth, with Ave hundred fathom <rf 
line, but nithoBi effect. At two milei ap, the bottom is 
indicated at one hnndred and thirtf or tarlj fothoms, and 
Mvent]' miles from the SL lAwtence it ii still from ttly t»- 
eji^ fathoma deep. 

Its coune is very linooas, owing to luaamerable project- 
iag ptrinti, contncthig its nidth, Itvm either shore. Yet 
thetlderaas op it for seventy miles: and the ebb, on ac* 
vonnt of these obstmctiont, la mach later than it ia in the 
freat Kver ) In ««»eqnene« of whloh at low water. In the 
SL Lawrence, tha forceofthe Saguenay ia peraeivaUe for 
several miles, after its current haa been absorbed in the 
broad bosom of the former ; which is here twenty or thir^ 
Biles wide. 

Just within its month, la the harbour of Tadoniaac, wbich 
is well Weltered, by nuTounding heigfata, and furniahei 
ueJiOT>£e for an; nunber of TCEicIg, ot the latgeet rice. 



(, Google 



113 

jUs J'araigner, or spiders threads* from 
the singular delicacy of their tendrils.— 
Tfaej are suspended in sbieiII pots, which 
the esirliest leares soon corer, so as c<»n- 
pletely to conceal the vessel which cod- 
tetina them. The plant then pushes forth 
its pendent strings of spriga and flowers, 
green, red, and blue, the clusters of 
which seem to be growing in the air>— 
Frequently single pots of pinks, mari- 
golds, and other flowers, occupied the 
sills of the windows, in the meanest cot- 
tages ; and gave them, more than any 
thing within, an appearance of domestic 
enjoyment 

As I walked aloi^, the Men had gene- 
rally turned out to mend the roads, much 
rain having fallen latterly, and the surface 
being full of holes ro«ted up by the hogs. 
I asked one grey headed Man, how old he 
was. He told me he was eighty-one. — 
»* Ah Monsieur," added he, " J'ai vu bien de 
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** la mis^re, au inoncle."* I quitted him 
vidi the obvtouB remai^, tiiat euch were ' 
geaerallj those diat liTed the longest 

In the yard of a lai^ grist mill, 
dirough which the road passed, I sat 
down to rest myself, among the work 
people, who were employed at tiieir dif- 
ferent occupaticois, I soon p^t^ired di^t 
one of them noticed me, particularly; and 
i was just going to continue my journey, 
to avoid inteiTogation, when he asked me 
iridi more responsibility, than his appesu-- 
ance indicated ; if I would not walk into the 
house to rest myself. I assured him, I 
was very well, where I was. Then he 
would have me to come in, and take a 
cup of tea; for the French have learned 
to love tea, in America, though they have 
forgotten the receipt for sotq)e nwagre. \ 
civilly declined the offer, wishing to reach 

" Ah 1 Sir, I have seen a great deal ol nHseiy, in 107 time' 
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Beauport, hy dliuier time, where I knew 
Inught lay hy, ibr the day, at a toleraUe 
Ion. 

I DOW jo^ed on, without any ferthef 
adventureB, to the inhospitable- Inn at 
McHitmorency, where, tiowerer, the chil* 
dren now brou^ me plates of wild 
strawberries, for which I piaid them, to 
their hearts' Content These Canadiao 
strawberries are so very small, that I did 
not always think itnecessarytopulloffthe 
stems, but ate them sometimes, by band- 
fids, stems, and all. Here they b&d been 
poked clean, and were served up to me, 
like a deUcacy, which they really are. 

Knowing this was no place to dine at, 
I went on, after a nap in my chair, and 
reached Beauport, as the Family were 
Bitting down t<t table. So I dined with 
them, as I could, upon salt fish, without 
egg«: for it was meagre day. The 



(, Google 



breast however, was now eataUe, for 
tiiere is a baker in die village. 

Next morning, instead of retarning 
to Quebec, I concluded to cross the 
Countrj to Cfaarlebourg; dined there, 
after stopping at the Church, where I 
was glad to shelter myself fnHQ a driz- 
ding rain; and in the afternoon pro- 
ceeded to 

THE INDIAN VILLAGE OF LOBETTO 

but was obliged to stop, by the way, 
under a friendly root^ while a smart 
shower refreshed the air. It cleared 
up before night, and I readily found the 
Tillage, by the direction of the Steeple. 

The Canadian Ixiretto takes its name 
from a representation of the Hohf House, 
on its way, through the air, from Beth- 
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lehevi 19 Palestine, under the cooduct 
of AngelijCguardiaoe; which the Catho- 
lic founders of thia Indian Church, whose 
zeal will, at the present day, be readiljr 
allowed to be more conspicuous, than 
tiieir judgment, have f^aced over the 
altar. 

This, may I be pennitted to obaerre, 
bj the way, is little better than initiating 
the Hindoos, in the Christian faith, by 
explaining, or rather attempting to ex-'' 
plain, the mystery of Election and Re- 
probation, by an arbitrary election of 
Sonuy and rejjection of Others ; Whereas, 
'the e/ecfion 6f which the Seriptures speak 
(although in some parts, they are hard 
to be imderttoed—ami. the Unleamed 
wrest them to their own destruction.) — The. 
Election of Grace, is taUversaJ, being tn 
Christ, the Seed of Jacob, the Second- 
Adam— ^the quickening Spirit; and the 
rejection orr^roid^toR, is of £Tau,afigttEe 
of the first-botn, or natural ^on— not in 
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&me ; but AU. For it is a Utenil tratfa, 
that FUsh and Blood (xomot inherit lA« 
Kingdom of God. We must be bom 
again. We must, actuaily,pui on Christ j 
or we shall never be saved bj faim : for 
be came to save his people/rom their 
sins — not in them.— fiww ye not, that 
Jesus Christ is in you^ except ye be li^ro- 

bates f- " These are ba^ sayings,*' 

said the Jews,—" Who can bear them ?** 

Perhaps these Children of Nature 
had better have been lefl to " the Great 
Spirit," whom their Fathers worshipped, 
however ignortmtfy j and their intuitive 
belief in, " the Land of Souls," than to 
have been thus impressed with one of 
the idlest impositions of ancient super* 
stitioo. 

The village consists, besides the 
Church, which appears now to be much 
neglected, offorty or fifty square houses, 
standing separate from eacbotber, wiUi 
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■paces between, which serve both for 
stt'eets and yards, to the listless Inhabi- 
tants. Some joung Men were lounging 
about A girl, as fleet as a fawn, fro- 
licked round' tfaem, occasionally, and 
the children were at some noisy play. 

These simple People are of the Hu- 
ron Tribe, and they hare long been ci- 
rUiaed, or rather naturalized, among' 
the French in Canada. They have lost 
tiieir native habits of contempt for la- 
bour, and fondness for war ; and now 
live, much in the Canadian manner^ 
though they preserve the Indian dress, 
as less constraining to their limbs. 

They occupy about two hundred, 
acres, I was told, of their own ; but 
depend, more willingly, upon the pre- 
carious chances of hunting and fishing; 
having recourse, when those fail them, 
to hiring themselves out, for bread, 
among the ne^hbourii^ Farmers. 
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' Under such circomstances they are 
fiiBt forgetting the traditions of their An- 
cestors, which are no longer preserved 
bj belts of vunpum ; and renewed, bjr 
periodical reviral, during the solenuu- 
ties of a Council fire. — Even the song* 
and the dance, ere now only takea up, 
at distant intervals, to the monotonous 
sound of To ! He ! Waw! in perpetual 
repetition, to gratify the curiositj of 
European Victors, wi^ the ferocious 
attitudes, and frsmtic gestures, of tri- 
umphant massacre. 

The uezt day, being the Sabbath, I 
should have gone to Church, with the 
Indians; but there was to be noserrice; 
and I should hare staid to dinner, with 
my host; but there was no meat in the 
house: so I concluded to go to the 
French Church, half a mile distant ; 
after visiting the Falls of St. Charles, 
called by the Natives CoitV Coubat^ (o 
eipresB the abrupt turns which the 
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rirer here makes, as it descends, with a 
shrill concuBsion, throagh narrow tuo- 
nels which it has worn in the rocks, till 
it loses itself to the eye, amid overhang- 
ing pines. 

On the road to Church, the peasant- 
ry were collecting, in great numbers. 
They were decently, but coarsely clad, 
in jackets and trousers of grey coating ; ' 
and the youth were amusing themselves 
with harmless sports, till the bell rung 
Tor mass, for there was to be no ser- 
mon ," the Priests finding it easier to 
perform their accustomed rig-ma>role 
of the Mass ; than to task their inge- 
nuity with the composition of a dis- 
course, adapted to the uninformed si- 
tuation of their Parishioners; who are 
thus, literally, left to perish for lack of 
knowledge. 

We had what is called High Mass, 
that is to say, the ceremonies of the 
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Mass were accompanied with singing : 
They are sometimes performed in ap- 
parent silence, the Priests alone utter- 
iog certain parts of the ritual, in a low 
voice, not designed to be heard bj the 
Congregation. And there was much, 
smoaking of incense, and sprinkling of 
Ao/y water, a practice so very puerile, 
that it is difficult for a Protestant to be- 
hold it, without a feeling of contempt 
for the operator. — 

But the rehearsal of a language, that 
has ceased to be spoken, ever since the 
decay of the Roman Empire ; and which 
therefore involves a period of at least 
fifteen hundred years, is a solemn com- 
mentary upon the lapse of ages. 

I consider this perpetuation of a dead 
language (however absurd it may ap- 
pear, in practice) as an unbroken link, in 
the chain of history ; that attaches, with 
irresistible conviction, the JVeic Tes- 
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tament Dispensation to that ofthe Old; 
and I reverence it, in the order of Pro- 
vidence, as I do the Jew9 ; that peculiar 
People — -prqiared of the Lord^ ioT the in- 
troduction, into the World, of his only be- 
gotten Son ; bj whose Genealogies, and 
Prophetic annunciations, (however un- 
wittingly, on their part) we are assured 
of the birth of the Messiah; which 
was to be (I appeal to Moses, and ffte 
Prophets') before the kingdom should de- 
part from Judah — before Me Daify Sam- 
fice should be taken awatf — and whilst it 
was yet possible, to trace the descent 
of the King of Israel, from the House of 
David, and the Tribe of Judah. 

And if the true Believer cannot but 
contemn the mummery of superstition, 
engrafted by Priestcraft upon Primitive 
simplicity ; it may yet excite his wonder, 
that the decayed Fabric of Christianity 
should have stood the shock of refor- 
mation ; and been restored in the Pro- 
L 2 
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tefltaDt Professione to new life and vi- 
gour. 



The rocks which compose the chain 
of mountains, which forms an immense 
amphitheatre behind the village of I^o- 
retto, and terminates in the Promontory 
of Cape Touriuent, consist, I am told) 
of a quartz of the colour of amber, 
sometimes white, with a black glimmer, 
and a few grains of brown spar. Not 
far from the point of the Cape, there ia 
said to be a considerable Lake, upon 
the summit of the mountain. 

I was now nine miles north of the St. 
Lawrence, upon a commanding eleva- 
tion, from which there is an unbounded 
view of the great river, in its course to- 
ward the ocean; of the heights of 
Quebec, and its glittering roofs and 
spires, whose ireflection is too powerful 
for the eje,eveu at this distance; of the 
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Island of Orleans ; , of the Soathem 
Coast ; and, far beyond all, of the long 
chain of Mountains, which separates 
Canada from the United States. — 

Nothing can be more sublime than 
this uninterrupted view of one of the 
greatest Rivers in the World, it being 
five miles wide, where it' is unequally 
divided by the Island of Orleans, which 
is upwards of three hundred, from the 



You trace the channel as far M 
Cape Tourment, a blutf nearly perpen- 
dicular, which rises to a height of two 
thousand feet, and is distinctly vieible* 
in its majestic outline, at the distance 
of forty miles; abruptly terminating, 
to the eye, the dim seen mountains, that 
bound the horizon, at an unknown dis' 
tance, for at least as many leagues, 
allowing to the ravished eye, at one 
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protracted glance, a soileaed view' of 
the tremendous precipices, 

Which pour a meep of riven Iroin their udei ; 
And, hi^ between conteadlsg IfatioDa, rear 
The rockj, long, dlriafou. 

I now set out, in good spirits, for 
Quebec, refreshed myself at Charle- 
bourg, and reached town as the belis 
were tolling for seven o'clock, the hour 
at which the Churches are closed. Here 
I supped deliciously upon fresh Salmon, 
after the poor fare I bad met with, in 
the countrj, and I listened, again,' at 
nine o'clock, to the penetrating trum- 
pets, by which the hour of retirement 
is sounded ererj night. 

THE FIRST BISHOP OF QUEBEC 

was a Montmorency, of the noble House 
that has furnished so many Dukes and 
Marshalls of France, in the most bril- 
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lianf periods of the French Manarcbj^ 
I must have somewhere seen his epi- 
taph; though I cannot now recollect 
where: bat the celebrated Falls we 
have just visited, were probably cidled 
after bim ; and, if so, he may be said to 
have a more splendid monument, than 
any of his illustrious Ancestors. How 
much more durable ! Since those were 
probably overturned in the fury of the 
Revolution, whilst the resplendent Cata- 
ract, faitJ^ul to its trust, will perpetuate 
the name of the good Bishop, to the 
«ud of the world. 

Quebec is subjected to frequent 
rains by the neighbouring monntains, 
which arrest the clouds in its vicinity ; 
and it has little to boast of, in-summer, 
though the days are very long, from its 
high northern latitude, (46. 55.) The sun 
now rises about 4 o'clock, and seta 
about 8. — ^The winter is allowed to be 
the season of enjoyment here.— 
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A Sufficient stock of meat and poultry 
IS killed, when the cold sets in, which it 
OBualij does in November, continuing 
without intermission till April ; and 
sometimes encroaching upon May. The 
snow then usually lies upon the ground 
from four to six feet deep. The meat, 
as well as every thing else, that is ex- 
posed to the cold, instantly freezes; 
and it is thus kept, without further troa- 
ble, till it la wanted. 

As the snows fall, the Inhabitants turn 
out to keep the road open, that their 
intercourse with their neighbours may 
not be impeded. The air is constantly 
serene and healthful; the nights are 
illuminated with the Aurora horealis; 
and the time is spent in giving and re- 
turning visits, between town and coun- 
try. Dancing parties are frequently 
formed, by the young people, at one 
another's houses; and the gay scene 
is at its height, when the great river; 
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keexes over, as it sometimes does, irom 
side to side. The Idand of Orleans is 
theD accessible, and.erery bodjr turuiog 
out upon the ** pont," as they call it, oql 
■kates, or else in sleds and carrioles, 

Tlic then fif Und is maddened eJI to joj. 

Spring at length opens, suddenly; the 
ice breaks up, with tremendous crashes; 
and vegetation follows, with surprising 
rapiditj, as soon as the surface of the 
ground is clear of snow. 

Such they say, is occasionally, the 
extremity of the cold, that wine freezes 
even in apartments heated by stores, 
die pipes of which- are conveyed 
through every room. Brandy exposed 
to the air will thicjcen to the consist- 
ence of oil; and the quick silver of 
thermometers condenses to the bulb, 
and may possibly congeal, for even 
Mercury freezes at 39 degrees beloyr 
the beginning of Fahrenheit. 
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Heavy BD0W8 conie in October. During 
November they sometimes continue fall* 
iagt for weeks together; Eind yrben the 
ctAd at length purifies the atmospbere, tho 
moon-li^t nights are almost as brilliant 
as the day : for the sun cannot rise very 
high, between eight in the morning, and 
four in the aflemomi; and the full moout 
reflected by the snow and ice, is bright 
enough to admit of reading the smallest 
print 

The roada which would have been ut- 
terly impassable had they not been kept 
beaten, as the snows fell, and marked 
across the undistinguishing waste by pne- 
bushes, stuck in from space to space, now 
harden to the consistence of ice, under 
the runners of the Carrioles ; which seem 
to fiit, in aiff as ,they whirl £tl<Hig the im- 
patient Passenger (muffled up in furs, till' 
nothing appears but the tip of his nose) 
at the rate of fifteen or twenty miles an 
Jiour. 
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One of the amusements of Trinter is to 
go a 6slung upon the ice. For this 
purpose large openings are made, in cer- 
tain places, which the lish are known to 
frequent The broken ice is piled up, 
arch wise, to shelter the fishermen from 
the wind ; and the fiah, coming hither for 
air, are easily caught, especially at night; 
vrhen the Men use lights, and sometimes 
kindle fires ; which attract the fish to tJie 
circle, and produce a singular effect, at a 
distance, through the hollow masses of 
transparent ice, the angles of which glit- 
ter, on your approaching them, as if they 
were hung with diamwids. 

■ Notwithstanding this extraordinary fri- 
gidity, Canada lies m the same latitude 
with the smiling Provinces of old Frjmce. 
The greater degree of cold upon the New 
Continent, must be attributed to the land 
stretching away to the vicinity of the Pole, 
' tfith little intervening sea; and expanding 
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at the same time very far to Ac weat — 
The whole rai^ of winter winds, there- 
fore, from N. E. to N. W. passing over but 
little sea to direst them of their ligour, 
gather fresh cold, in traversing immense 
tracts of snow and ice. 

The Episcopal Cadiedral, a handsome 
buildbg, erected at a great expense (1 be- 
lieve of Royal munificence) upon the spot 
once occupied -by the Convent and Clois- 
tei% of the RecoltetSf or Franciscan Friars, 
is now undergoing a reparation which 
marks ostensibly the peculiarities of the 
Climate. 

This Structure is of Grecian Architect- 
ure (lomck, if I remember right) finished 
with the broad entablature, and low pedi- 
ment, prescribed by the rules of that 
(»^er: but its flat roof has been found 
incapable of suppprting the weight of 
snow, which annually rests upon it; and 
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to render the building tight and comTortA- 
ble, it h&s been found necessary to spoS 
its elegant proporticHis, hj raising the 
roof, at least ten feet higher. 

The Steeple of this Church, though 
on a smaller scale, is evideotlj modelled 
from that of Christ Church, Philadelphia, 
which is the handsomest structure of the 
spire kind, that ever I saw, in any part of 
the World; uniting in the peculiar fea- 
tures of that specie of architecture, the 
most elegant variety of fottna, vritii the 
most chaste simplicity of combination. It 
is allowed by all Foreigners to do great 
credit to the taste and talents of the 
Arehitect, [Robert Smith.] 

Quebec is much nearer to Boston, than 
it is to Halifax, or St, Johns. By the 
route of the Chaudiere, and the Kenne- 
beck, it is no more than three hundred 
and seventy miles to the cental of JVttb 
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Si'gl(pid; but it is not lera than six hun- 
dred and twenty-seven to Ihat of JVova 
Scpita, by the road which was traced h^ 
General Baldimand in the year 1783, to 
St Johns in New Brunswick, thence cross- 
ipg th« fiay of Fundy to Halifax; but it 
is eT«n now barely practicable ; stretch- 
ing for the most part, across uninhabited 
desarts. 

By Cra^^s road, which was cut by the 
MDunaDd of ^r James, when Governor 
General, in 1809, toward the American 
irontier ; but which remains still un&ushT* 
ed, it would be only two hundred miles i9 
HalloweBf a town on the Kennebeck, iroin 
whence that river is navigable to the sea. 
It is but seven^ miles from the out settle- 
munts on the Kennebeck, to the French 
posts on the riviere du Loup, a branch of 
die Chaudiere— the" country between, 
mountainous and ni^ed, but intersected 
by nvers and streams. 
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I now prepared for mj reiam, b^ 
land, resolring to take the caUche» the 
Canadian post chaise, that I might hare 
the better opportunitj of seeing the 
Country, and observing the manners of 
the People ,- thou^ I had been almost 
discouraged from the attempt, by ap- 
prehensions of imposition from the post 
masters and postillions, whom I sup* 
posed to be no better than their Bre- 
thren in Europe ; and the certainty, that 
this mode of conveyance would cost 
me at least twice as mueb, as a passage 
in the Steam Boat; the fare on board of 
which, op the river, is but twelre dol* 
lars, including every thing, (ten dollars 
down.) Passengers are also provided 
for in the steerage, on board of these 
boatfi, at one-quarter of the price. 

, I left Quebec with a confirmed opi- 
nion, that, although its citadel, reputed 
the strongest fortification in America, 
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with its hundreclB of heavj cannon, and 
its thousands of well-disciplined troops, 
uight possibly, in future wars, hetween 
the two countries (which Heaven ayert) 
fall a prey to American enterprise, and 
intrepidity; yet the conquest would cost 
infinitely more than it could be worth ; 
{tnd must be with difficulty maintained, 
against the re-aciioo of the greatest 
Naval Power on earthy to whose ap- 
proaches by sea it mast ever remain ac* 
cessible. 

I say not the same of Upper Canada, 
whose Population is, or will be, essen- 
tially American; and whose' attachment 
to the Government of Great Britain 
must inevitably yield to the habits, and 
opinions, of their Continental neigb- 
bours. In short, I may venture to pre- 
dict, with little apprehension of con- 
troversy, that by the next competition 
between England and America, if it be 
not very hastily brought on, Upper Ca- 
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nada will be nearly Americahieed. 
Montreal itself will have become to all 
efficient purposes an American town ; 
the French population there, will gra- 
dually assimilate, or disappear; unless, 
indeed, French Canada should be con- 
solidated by National Independence ; 
and the eventual boundary of Lower 
Canada will probably be the Sorel, on 
one side, and the St. Maurice, on the 
other;* leaving to his Majesty of Great 

* Tbislta line of deniarcatioii,nol merelr nperficialS 
hot which has been traced oat, for hundred! of miles, by 
navigable waters; whose course, from North to South, b 
marked bjr » perceptible TuiHtion of soil and cUmats.— 
"There is a diD^nee of aii weeks, ia the opening of Spring 
between Montreal (where Ihe seasons do not differ miiteri- 
aily, from tlie meridian of Kingston) and the petrifjing 
Winter of Quebec. There is at least half that diJTerencA 
between the Island of Montreal, and the Enstero side of the 
Rivers above menlloned ; and I shall venture (o say i(, (how- 
ever imagiaBry tbe fact maj seem) ttiat an observant Tra- 
veller, in ascending the St. Lawrence, can hardly fail t« 
mark the variation, in (he looks and manners of the Peo- 
ple ; as soon aa he crosses this line, by the wide terrf, 
tvhiCh Bpp»u« to traverse Ihe mouths of tliree rivers ; an 
illusion occasioned by two Islands that here divide Ihe St. 
HHirice,into three diff^QI Cbanneb. 
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Britam and his SncfieBsors, t&e steiUe 
aud inhospitable shores, that stretch*— 

Tobrth«t Laplud and lt« treatm H«la. 

Canada is as costly a feather in iht 
Royal cap, as any other of the Iaipe< 
rial trappings ; and why should Repab- 
licans volunteer their services to pre* 
Tent its being paid for beyond its value f 

Yet, if the useless expenditure of 
Men or Money — if the unnecessary 
waste of Thousands of the former, and 
millions of the latter, dbould ever be &!• 
lowed to enter into the calculations of 
Courts, and Cabinets. — If, in short, it 
had been ever known, that Nations, or 
rather Ministers, should voluntarily re- 
linquish Power, when once obtaiDed) 
by whatever means, or for whatevet 
purpose ; I should not think it akogtthxr 
hopeless to recommend it, as the policy 
of Britain, in case of another War, 
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with America, to relmguisk Upper Ca- 
nada ; and have th$ French to their oum ■ 
government, as aD Independent Nation : 
withdrawing all future protection and 
support from their North American 
Provinces; excepting those of New- 
Brunswick, and Nova-Scotia, with their 
dependencies ; which, heing on the sea 
board, may he easily defended, ifwer 
tkey thatdd be attacked; and which would 
continue to aSbrd to Great Britain all 
die bene6ts she ever drew, or could ex- 
pect to draw, from the possession of 
Canada:— An acquisition which be- 
came worse than vwkse to Englandi 
from the moment of the Declaration of 
Independence, by her adjacent Pro- 
vinces, now the United States. 

Her gigantic Navy would preserve its 
nursery — the Fisheries of New-Found- 
land ; the Territories of New-Bruns- 
wick and Nova-Scotia could be maii>- 
tainedi without the eofeebliog straiu of 
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perpetual exertion; and Canada would 
be no longer, what it must ever bet 
while it remains a BritJEh Province — a 
hone to pick, between England and Ame- 
rica — or a shdl for the lot of either Par- 
ty, while the oystar is thrown au>ty be* 
tween them. 

. Let not these ideas be rejected, wiUi 
contempt, as altogether visionary, (how- 
ever unpalatable thej roaj be in Eng- 
land.)— Trans-atlantic dominion can 
never be perpetual in the heart of the 
American Continent— however long, or 
however cheaply, it m&y be maintained, 
upon the peninsula of Nova-Scotia ; ia 
the Becloded recesses of New-Holland; 
. (though they embrace another Continatt) 
— in the Wcs(-Indies ; or in the East. — 

As 80on as the native Population of 
Upper Canada (and soon it will, in a 
clime, and upon a soil, whereon the 
principle of life is e?ideiitly suscpptible 
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ef its utmost vigour) becomes safficient- 
iy numerous to make seir-goTernment* 
(the natural right of all distinct asso- 
ciations of Men) convenient, and desi- 
rable ; all the power of Britain cannot 
delay the event ; whenever another 
Franklin shall arise, at Toronto, or on 
the borders of the Lakes ; to enlighten 
tbe minds of his Countrymen, with Poli- 
tical truth ; and direct their efforts to- 
wards the acquisition of National Inde- 
pendence- 
How much . wiser then would it be 
(to say nothing of humanity, Christian-' 
itifi and so forth — since those princi- 
ples are not allowed to obtain, among" 
JVatiotu, who, individiiaUy, profess their: 
obligation) to permit the course of nature 
to take place, without a struggle ? — Natu-. 
ral Parents take delight in the Indepen- 
dence of their Ofispring. Will Mother- 
Countries, as they proudly call tfaem- 
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BelreSt tUwajfS insist upon the perpetual 
Ktbjugation of their Colonial Progenj ? 

This, if I may be allowed to dilate 
the figure, is acting the part of a Sup^ 
Mother — who has but an equirocal 
elaim to Filial obedience. 

Upper Canada., or British America, is 
proudly stretched by English Geogra- 
phers, from the shores of the Atlantic, 
to the Southern Ocean ; and the bound- 
less pretension serves to colour, with 
redy upon the map of the world, a great 
part of the Northern Hemisphere, un- 
ta it whitens at the Pole. But Upper 
Canada, Proper, or that part of it which 
is at all likely to be inhabited during 
the present Generation, is a fertile Ter- 
ritory, lying under a temperate sky, <^ 
about equal dimensions with the State' 
of New- York, which already contains 
a Million of Souls ; and upon which it 
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bounds* both o&ooe and below Lake On- 
tario, for a space of one or two hundred 
miles. 

This eiteoBire tract is isolated, by 
Nature, between the Ottawa River, 
a branch of the St. Lawrence, and Lake 
Nipissing, with its outlet, called French 
River, emptying into Lake Huron, on 
tiie North ; the broad expanse of Lake 
Huron, on the North and West; and 
Lakes Erie, and Ontario, toward the 
South. 

Upper Canada presents a solecism, 
in politics; as well as a paradox, in 
geography. An Island, or at least a 
Peninsula, in the heart of a Contiitentt. 
Its prosperity, as a Nation, will be its 
ruin as a Province, The stranger it grows, 
the weaker it will become, as a Depen- 
dency of Britain. — Let her beware of 
enumeration — David was under a delu- 
sion when he numbered Israel. 
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r wotild not be o>unted an Enemj^ of 
Englaud, because I tell her unwelcome 
truths. I am a Friend to Britain ; and 
have erer been proud of my descent, 
from the first Nation upon Earth. 

This uo&i/ecf Territory, orif you will. 
Peninsula, at a distance of a thousand 
miles from any Sea, is now settling- 
no/ K^h English; but with jJmericaaSt 
who pass into it by thousands, through 
the ample iedimus which separates 
Lake Erie from Lake Ontario — and a 
Man must ^futt.his «y««, not to see the 
MwiuMe cpuBequeDce.— — 

U appears, from history, that in the 
year 1629, the in&nt Province of Ca- 
nada wa^ taken from the French by the 
English: but it was then held in little 
estimation, (as it would' have been iu 
17d9, if it had not been a security for 
the peace of the adjacent FroviuceB) 
and, three years afterward, the unpro- 
fitable possession was restored to its 
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rightful Owners. — ^The British Crown 
(it was worn by Charies I.) was then^ it 
seems, wise enough to reUnqmsh Canada, 
as an acquisition not loorth the expense of 
maintaining ; and if it should even- 
tuallj do BO again, by its own act, the 
deed will not be without a precedent. 

If Canada was then wtrth less than it 
is now — How nwch has did it ttat ?• 

BBTDBN TO MONTREAL BT l4Ain>. 

r WAS a little fretted upon leaving 
Quebec, at the unexpected demand of 
the Poste Royah, which has been care- 



<■ Ckarlaioix hti, whh unauDg timplicit^, that the 
Fnncfa King would Dot have nc\iimei iMJfoKCtUt Franet, 
condtferJDg it u a Pouetsian tkM wm b bnitbeii to tbe 
C^tnvii, (tJU advance* ixcifding Ou rdumi) but for Ihe sake 
of b«iDg instnimenbd in coaverting the MatiTei to ChrU- 
tiBaUf ; « dMd iitikh trai in Itat %gt boogfat no lest meri- 
tariowi tbui hftd beea, in Ma daf* or Lewis JX. that of 
diipossMsing the lofidds d tbe Scjmlclire of Christ. [See 
vol. I. p. 173] 
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fiillj transferred to Canada, by the bre- 
thren of the whip : but no other imposi- 
tion did I suffer, till I reached Montreal. 
-Every Post Boy took bis established 
fare, 0oe-quarter of a dollar per league, 
and looked for no gratuity. The two 
first Postillions had no whips. Not one 
of them swore at their horses, invaria- 
bly managing the obedient animals with 
nothing more than, '* Marche done I** 
There was no liquor at the Post Houses, 
not even where they professed to en- 
tertain Travellers, for the Police rega- 
Jations are here very strict, against un- 
necessary tippling houses ; and instead 
of calling for something to drink, at 
every stage, the Post Boys invariably 
sat down, and smoked a pipe, in fa- 
miHar conversation with the People of 
the house. — One of them was deaf— of 
course, be was silent; but the next 
hummed a tune, with incessant volubi- 
lity ; and a third — whistled, as he went, 
for vsatit of tkot^ht. 
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At St At^iustiiM, whose church, is dt 
ibe beitom of a hill, along the summit of 
whidi nms the xoad, there Btaoda what is 
here called a Calraiy ; that is, a crucifix, 
as large as life, derated upon steps, rail- 
ed in, and covered oveifaead, widl a beK 
diaped roof, surmaunted, as ape moat af 
ihe snii{de croaseB, with a cock j Dot ias « 
late Traveller has supposed ih rmunr 
braiue of Pittr's tfoito/ of hia Lord^j bitf 
as the sjmbol c^ patriotism* 

At a place called SUerf Core, In thU 
vicinity, the Jesuits erected a chapd^ and 
other buildings, as euij as the jear 1637, 
for conTerting the Natives to Chnstiainf j. 
They had anived irom^France but twelve 
years before. The ruins of tbis edifice 
still remain J and in SiUery Wood; where 
the Algonc[uins, the ancient allies of the 
French, against the Iroquois, ob Fire 
Nations, had a large village ; there sfiU 
remain some of the timiidi of Umbo native 
v2 
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InhiLbitants of the foFrest ; and dieir me- 
meittoes, cut upon the stems of trees, may 
yet be traced by the curious Observer. 

My Post Boys scrupulously lifted their 
bats to every body we met, whether 
man, wtnuan, or child, but that luod of 
elmsance to the crosses would appear to 
he now dispenaed with, for there was but 
«d6 I'ostillion out of twenty or thirty that 
appeared to take any notice <^ them 
whatever — Perhaps the service may have 
been commuted for a mental Ave Mary, 
in consequence of the ridicule to which 
4iat ceremony exposed them from British 
Travellers. 



POINTE AUX TREMBLES. 

■ ■.■ ■ I 

: IAt the little village of Pointe aux treift' I 
Mes, where there is not only a Church, 
Ibut a small convent of Nuns, the Parson 
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oi the Parish was sti-ollmg through Hit 
Tillage, with a book under his aim-^to 
^ow diat he was not absolutely 

Occup£ I ne rien ^re.* 

Amimg the half dozen hovels of the 
^EK», was a lodging house under the 
pompouB designation of P Hotel Stuart.-^ 
I had 'seen a tavern among the dirt j lanes 
of the lower town of Quebec, which was 
kept by a Vaiois; and a petty grocery, 
hard by, under my own proper names, 
both first and last, with the variation of a 
sii^le letter m the surname! ; to which I 
was how indi&rently reconciled byfindmg 
Htysejf In such company. 

'-. I am in the habit of observing the names 
upon s^is, they are (^n curiously ap- 
propriate to the occupations of the Parties 
—What think you for instance of Bum- 

' * EnsmedtfdaiiignothiDg. [Bwleu.] 
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i)p for a baWi* Sometimes they &ffi>rd 
genealogical traces, and hints of Natiooal 
history. I have often been amused in 
New England with the names of Endicot 
and CoDDtN GTOiT — ^the posterity of former 
Governors, metamorphosed into Shop 
keepers, and Tailors ; and in a 8ubm4> of 
Montreal, unconscious of the honours of 
illustrious descent, I observed a Ihipia 
tm one side of the way, and a Ibmne on ~ 
&e other. One was a petty Grocer, the 
other a Shoemaker, who had probably 
never heard of the Hbtoiian or the Poet 

It was at this place ih«t Genered 
Arnold, after ascending the Kennebeck, 
against its rapid current, from th« sea 
coast of Maine, and crossing the White 
Mountains, where they are internipted 
by the impetuous torrent of the Chau- 
diere, (appearing, like a vision of en* 
chantment, in the eyes of the hons Citoy- 
ens ofQuebec, who would as soon have 
expected an arrival irom the Moon up- 
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en the oppoute peak of Point Levy) 
formed a junction with General Mont- 
GOBfERT, wboy having poesesBed hiniBelf, 
almoBt without resistancev of the Castle 
of Chamblee, and the Town of St Johns, 
had entered Montreal, in triumph, and 
deacended the St. Lawrence to this point 
— Sir Gvt Carleton Seeing before him 
in a boat withmuffied oars. Thtu scour> 
ing in a few weeks, the whole Province 
of Canada, to this short distance frrai 
its Capital. Montgohert had a Regi- 
ment of Canadians in his train, ibr the 
French Peasantry had, at the breaking 
out of the war, refused to arm against 
their Neighbours, and were disposed to 
favour the American cause; notwith- 
standii^ it appeared among them' in the 
equivocal guise of successful iaraeion. 

The PostilUon that conducted -me to 
the river Jacques Cartier was quite a 
humouriat. He replied to mj first inqut- 
riea about Uie state of the Cojuntry: 
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'^ Monsieor, Cest le pajs le flm ajmaUe. 
** pour la misere, que tous trourerez nuUe 
" part On travaille beaucoup pour gag- 
** ner pea Oh ! c^st one occupation que 
" la vie, ici, Je tous en assure. Nous 
" avons un petit bout d'6t6 et done, tout 
* de suite, la gel£, qui vient toujoura i. la 
« St Michel [the 29th oC September] 
*<-Q,Uelque foispendaantlaR^coIte meme. 
" Toujoui-s avant la Tous Saints,"* [tfa« 
1st November.] 

I asked him his age, thinking be might 
be about sixty. — '■'■ Monsieur, J'ai qua 
" rante ans, juste."t I told him f was 
fiftj. « Mab TOUS arez Tair plus jeane 
** que moi. Et comme tous aTez dc 
** Tenibonpoint ! Je pense que tous 

* sir, it U the moit churning aoaaity for iniMrj, that 
70a ilull find U17 vrhsn. Ws w(^ a gnat deal to earn a 
HMe. — Oh '. Life ii an occupation, here, I auure 70U. We 
kanaUttlabit of H]nuikeT,and tbendiractif «ODie«fro«t; 
lAieb h^pein almji hj St MicbanVs day. SomatiiOM ia 
brrwt — Alwaj^ bjr All Sainti. 

tSlft Itmfor^reaneld, 
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" derez renir de Boston ? Les Boflton- 
" nois soQt tou8 de gros hominefl (He 
" was himself a little fellow of fire feet 
*' three) Vos chevaux auesi sont graods. 
" Les notres sent petits, petits. Mail 
*> nous les faisonE aller a toutes jam* 
** bea."* (We were now desceadiog a 
hill» at the rate of ten or twelve milec 
an hour, I thought at the imminent 
risque of our necks.) " Comme les 
^ hommes de notre pays, I'oi^et ob» 
" lig6 de fair plus q'on ne peut."t 

I inquired how the French liked thq 
£ngttBh ? " Comrae $a ! Messieurs les 
** Anglois,'' wer^ very brave, gcnerousi 
and so forth. " Mais ils ne sont pas 
" polis, comme les Francois. Quelque 

* But yonlookjrouDger thul do; and inwhat.£Ood chw 
you are. I think yon muit be from Boston. The Boatooeri 
(« general term ben for AmeriCBDi) are aH big men. Toui 
honei tno «re large. Oan ve vety, veiy, little : but tra 
Make them Up lag to k. 

1 L^ the men of ow coaBtiy, they an oUigedti) 4p 
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" fois ausai ils ne sont pasde bonne hu- I 
" meur. lis se mettent en colere soa- | 
" vent sans savoir pourquoi."* 

Were the Canadians content ander . 
the British GoTcmment? "Oh pour 
" 9a, oui ! I'on ne sauroient etre mieux ." | 
u — Y a t il loin. Monsieur, d'iei & Phi- 
*' ladelphie P^f Answer, two hundred I 
leagues. " C'est bien loin. — Mais ce 
" doit fire un bien beau paye.^ ' 

We had bj this time reached the I 
Httle River Jacques Cartier, so called 
from the first explorer of the Saint Law- 
rence, who wintered here in 1535, on 
his; return down the river. It here dis- 



'Pnttfwclt — but they aire not poKtaUketiie Fnncb. 
Somelimci tbejraiBfrelfid. They often get uijiy, without 
knowing nhf . 

f Oh yea, for tb« matter. We could not b« better^-Ii it 
far from here to PhnndelphiaP 

t That is a great way — Bat it mud be a vtrj tat eoaatij, 
[The wordPhiladaJphialt hart lyitODniKHU with Pcnn^ 
Vaniib} 
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emlK^es itsdf between steep bankBi 
with a rapid current. 

I was set over this wild ferry, in a 
small canoe, just before dark, and bad 
to find my way, with my baggage in my 
band, as well as I could, up the oppo- 
site hill. (Its rugged heights bad been 
fortified to oppose the descent ol' the 
English in the year 176D-) I was re- 
ceived, however, at the Inn (one of the 
best on the road) as well as if I had ar- 
rived iu a coach and four. 

I inquired after the Salmon Leap, 
for which this river is fiunous. They 
had just begun to appear.. Two had 
been caught at the Fails that morning; 
but they had been sold. Fqe how much? 
Three-quarters of a dollar apiece. 

Salmon have been caught here 
weighing from thirty to forty pounds. 



(, Google 



15S 

They are impatient of the heat, which 
prevails in the great river, at the time 
of their arrival, and dart eagerly up the 
cool streams of the Emaller rivers ; with 
fi view to deposit their spawn, in places 
of secarity. When a rapid, or cataract, 
obstructs their passage, which is often 
the case, in Canada, they will leap ten 
or fifteen feet at a time, to get over 
it ; and these powerful fish are some- 
, times seen struggling with insurmoant- 
able obstacles, against which they will 
leap six or seven times, if as often 
thrown back into the adverse current 

Upon my expressing a wish to have 
some Salmon for breakfast, the Men 
said they would go out in the morning, 
and try to catch one for me. By the 
time! got up they hadbrought in a fine . 
one, weighing twelve or thirteen 
poUnde. 
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: i break£iBted, with an excelleDt re- 
lish* and passed Hghtlj through Ccp 
Santd, Port JSmf, and Dechambault ; 
obaerring a large old Mansion bouset 
upon the right; upon the left, a grove 
«f trees, near a small Church. 

At the Rirer St. Anne there was a 
large Church, unusually situated, iront- 
iRg the water. As I crossed a wide 
feiry, a groupe of Indian boys were, 
amusing themselves on Uie shore, half 
naked, a wig warn near. 

At Battiscan, ano^er lai^e Rirer, 
not many miles from this, there was an 
Indian encampment Several comfort* 
able wig wams stood close together. 
The Females belonging to this tribe, 
very decently dressed, in their fashion, 
were industriously occupied, under the 
frees ; while children of all ages were 
playing upon the beach. 
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The men, I was tdd, were out a fauDt- 
mg. They catch Beaver, Otters, Rac- 
coons, Opossums, and other wild animalsy 
-«uch as Hares, Rc^lHts, Deer, and some- 
times Bears ; — upon which, together with 
Fish from the river, such as Stui^;eon, 
Salmon, Pike, Perch, &c. they oflen feast 
luxuriously, whDe the inactive Canadians 
are sitting down to scanty portions of 
bacon and e^s. [See the Appendix, No. 
I. for a particular account of the Beaver 
of Canada.] 

Of the feadiered game, with which 
these woods and waters abound, in their 
season, I may mention Wild Geese, an 
endless variety of Ducks, Wood-Cocks, 
Plover, Quails, Wild-Turkeys, Heath- 
Hens, Wild-Pigeons, io inconceivable 
abuiidance. The Eagle, the Stork, and 
the Crane, are not unknown in Canada, 
&ough rare, these noUe birds sedulously 
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IcAeping themselvee out <^ danger, in m^ 
frequeoted wilds. 

During mj progress, I was frequently 
amused mih the simple naiv^t^ of the 
Post Boys, one of whom was only twelrft 
years old; but had already driren several 
years. 

■ •* Comment vas ton Pere ? Barrabie,"* 
said MK of them to a boy that followed us, 
on horseback, apparently for the plejuure 
of company. 

" Je reus boire im peu d'eau,**t said 
another, as he 8to|^d short at a spiu^ 
by the road side, without leave or licence^ 

"Si Tous Toua voulez aller plus vite, 
<* passez aTant,"^ said oae that was i^ 

"BowlayourFfttfcer? Bamlne. 
1 1 vilt Uke a drink of mter. 
f tfyoD-WHt to gv &■!«■, drive «>■ 
o 2 
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tuniing e»pt^4 to the boy that was ^riraig 
me, and whom we had quietly followed 
at his own paces, for some time. 

" Pour quoi courez vous 4 pied?" — 
Sfud another, to a little fellow that wu 
running after us, for his own pleasure^ 
" Montez dcrriere."* 

Observing larger bams than usual, as 
I advanced, eind a good grazing countrj* 
^ough the cattle looked very small andlean, 
(there were but few Sheep in the whole 
route,) I asked my Man whe^er they 
had begun to mow, in those parts. It 
was near the borders of Lake St Pierre. 
*^Non, Monsieur," said he, *^ Cela nc 
** se fait jamais avant la St Aime,t [the 
26th of July.] Every thing goes by Sainta 
here. I now observed frequent patches 
of flax, barley, and oats ; but very httl* 
wheat, or com. 

*Wiydoyonrnn»fool? Get op behind. 

t No A. W« Mm MOW UAm St. AsnTi d^. 
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, Toward eveniDg we a 

THREE RH 

and I was now obliged to take - boatt 
or rather to seat mjself upon straw, in 
the bottom of a canoe, to be ferried over 
the mouth of the St Maurice^ a stream 
that Sows from the north eaet, some 
faundreda of miles; by which the SavageS} 
in the vicinity of Hudson's Bay, formerly 
descended to. this Town, in great &uia> 
bers. 

As we landed upon the beach, there 
was a boat ashore, from a vessel from 
Glasgow. It was interesting to one who 
had been in Scotland, to see the Sailors, 
with their blue bonnets and plaids. 

In the town, which has nothing extra- 
ordinary in its appearance, there is, of 
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ratherwflia, a M^masteiyofKecollets, and 
a Convent of Ursulines. The MoDastery 
has long been converted into a Jail; and 
the Conrent, having Been burnt down a few 
jears since, and whollj* rebuilt, has lost 
ihepretlige of antiquitj; though it was 
founded in 1677, b^ the same good Bish- 
op that endowed the one at Quebec, ftur 
the education of young Women, and aa 
asjium for the Old and sick. 

A young Girl from the States, (aa. the 
American Union is fanuliariy called here) 
brought up a protestant, had taken the 
veQ, in this Convent, a few days before 
I was diere. 

There is a Superieure and eightem 
Nuns here ; but I was disappointed of 
teeing them, at matins, by that invidioui 
CDftain, which 1 have already had oc- 
casion to reprobate. — Nothing was to 
he seen but an old Man, proetrating 
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faimself before the altar. I was struck 
with something unusual in hus manner^ 
as he rose from his knees, and passed 
out into the Sacristj.— It was the Abjt« 
DB Caloitre, brother to the Prime 
Minister of Uiat name, who took refuge 
here during the French Revolution;. and 
who now, it seems, thinks himself too 
old to return to France, even to behold 
the restoration of the 7%ron«, and the 
Mar. 

■ As I returned to the Ion, I met an 
old man of whimsical appearance, with 
a large cocked bat, flapped before. 
I inquired who it might be, and was told 
Uiat he was a Man in bis hundred and 
fourth jeaT'-^that he had been a singu- 
lar humourist — ^was still fond of his joke, 
and always made a point of flourishing 
his cane, whenever he met a woman ; 
whether this was a freak of fondness, or 
iversion, 1 neglected to inquire. 
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There are here several Jewish TamU 
lies of the numea of Hart and Judab. 
Thej are said to be do less respectable 
than the Gratz'e of Philadelphia and the 
Gomez's of New-York- The Father of 
the former, when he first came hither, 
could hare bought half the town, for a 
thmisand pounds, and thought it dear. 
But, property is now becoming valuable. 
It lies on the right side of the St 
Maurice, as respects the United States; 
being on the road to which, is here 
reckoned a recommendation to Lands on 
sak. .S new Jail and Court Home^ are 
erecting, and cross roads are laying out 
into new townships, now setUing, in the 
Neighbourhood, with disbanded S<J- 
diers. 

I got all this local information from 
two of his British Majesty's Civil Offi- 
cers; with the exception of ^ recommm- 
dation above hinted at, (I picked that oat 



(, Google 



I6T 

•fftiMiwspaper.) TbeseGentlemen intro- 
duced themselres 4o me as King's Coun- 
sel, and Recorder (if! remeinber ngfat) 
during my evening^B ramble from the 
Inn — excused their freedom, as being 
happ7 to see a- new face, and insisted 
upon the pleasure of accompanjing me 
round the town. 

The former was a joung Gentleman of 
a refugee Family of the name of Ogden, 
or^nally of New York — The latter, a 
Canadian, of Scotch descent He led 
the way to his own house, ordered wine 
and water ; and pressed me earnestly 
to consent to dine with him, next day. 
'He took me for an Englishman just 
landed at Quebec, and deprecated any 
"^esh disputes with America. 

The Commissioners for settling the 
boundary line between JCauada and the 
United States were said to be setting 
up opposite claims to the vacant terri- 
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tories j which it was obserred cooftl 
not be worth disputing about ; but that 
each party^ on such occasions mu^ 
appear strenuous for the rigbta of hU 
Countiy. The People here wish for 
nothing, more than the establishment 
of the line* upon the height of land 
which separates the streams which 
run into the St. Lawrence, from those 
which run southward ; and it is de- 
Toutiy to be hoped that this definite 
barrier, wilt not be exchanged for a 
Ene of demarcation, less strongly maA- 
ed by nature, as the northern limit of the 
United States — the preservation of 
which is of infinitely greater impcH^nce 
to the peace and welfare of the two 
Countries, than the pcissesdion af a few 
millions of useless acres, on one side, or 
the other. 

The Commissioners are collected, it 
seems, at St. Regis, some distance 
ftbore Montreal, where the ideal tioe 
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Birikes the St Lawrence, and from 
Uience proceeds westward^ up the mid- 
dle of the river, and through the great 
Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, and Supe* 
lior, to the unexplored Lake of the 
WoodH. 

St. Regis is an Indian village— a sort 
of neutral region, where the contending 
Parties will be likely to spend a good 
deal of time ; as Ambassadors use to 
do, in disputing for the honour of their 
respective Principals, 

bi a shop window of this unfrequented 
place, I saw again, with renewed interest* 
a Caricature of the Fall of Bonaparte; 
frith which I remember to have been par- 
ticularly- struck, when the event was re- 
cent, in the British Metropolis; where 
this species of substcaUxal wit ia carried to 
its utmost perfection. It is not under-> 
stood at Paris-) where the sprit of satire 
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evaponttes in a tranuent pun* or a tem- 
porary distich. 

The little Ravager of die Worid ap- 
pears on the left of the scene— on the 
right is Atlas, with his Glohe. A label 
issuing from the mouth of BoDaparte 
exclaims.: " De Prusse be mine. De 
" Ru9se be nuDe ! AU the world will be 
^ mine .' — If you will onl j hold it up a little 
" longer, Monsieur Atlas !"' JVo, «o, replies 
tbe sturdy Bearer of the World, in vulgar 
English, m be hang'd if I do. Since ycHi 
wont let it alone. Master Bony, you may 
carry it yourseE And as the grim Colos- 
»us lauDches the mcnntrous burthen upon 
the litde Ccsiqueror, (who kicks up hii 
heels, to save his bacon, with ridiculous 
earnestness) his principal Generals Mai^ 
mont, Massena, and tbe rest, with charac> 
teristic levity bid Uieir old Master, "Good 
Night!"* 

* Thia ludicroni Caricaturet remind* in«— perhap* not 
iDOpportun«lri ^ a seriont RepreMDlatluD of the great 
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Near Three Rirers is an Iron Foun- 
dery, which has been worked ever since 
the fear 1737 ; and the castings produ- 
ced there are uncommonlj neat. The 



NiroLBoN, iriiioli nu re-publiihed in America, tOer tlM 
Snt Fall of tbo Tyrant : and before his temporaiy Beitoift- 
lion. I remember tt i*ai op board the ibip, in whidi I 
«S«cllbc Euit^, In tbeq>ringof ISIB; and it had bees 
the lubjecl of my coDfemplMioa but a few daja tiefore wt 
nere snrpriKd, in the Britiih Cbannei, with the inertdiblt 
intelligence, tliat Bon^tarte was again upon the (iirane of 

It b a Bast of the Emperor, seen in profile, with his hat 
OD hb bead, and a itar npon fail bretut : 
THE HAT 
Itepreienti the Fmnian Eagle, who liM settled i^on Napo* 
leon'a bead, and ceBMi to druggie for ictease — hi* neck 
being twisted rouai), la toaa, with bu ciett and beak, • 
Cockade for the CoBqueror of the Eart h Mh fto mmueMt, 

THE FACE 
is iogeniously made oat, in every fealon, by the Victims of 
bia Insatiable thirst for glory — the eontoun of their nakad 
limbs lorming,w<Chgat distortion, the pbysiogntwiioal tnita 
of the unfeeling Despot. 

THE COLLAR, irhkh is red, 
typiGea Ihe effusion of blood, occasioned by hii ambitkim 
foruniveml domiuion. 

THE COAT 
b interlined with a Disp, representing the Coofederalion of 
the Bhine ; on which are delinealed, particutariy, all th«e 
places where Napoleon lost battle*, , ■ 
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ore, it seems, lies in horizontal strata, 
and near the surface. It is found in 
perforated masses, the holes of which 
are filled with ochre. This ore is said 
to possess peculiar softness and fria- 
bility. For promoting its fusion, a grey 
limestone is used, which is found in the 
vicinity. The hammered iron from 
these works is pliable and tenacious, 
and it has the valuable quality of being 
but little subject to rust. 

THE STAR, on liia breaat, 
is a Spidtr't Wtfr, wboi« tbreadi are eilended over dl 
GeniuDjr.— 

But, ia THE EPAULETTE, 

it wen THC BJiiD OF TRE Alhiohtt — dflscGnding frooi 

the Northi and — nkh a finger — leading the uuconiciout 
Spider — to that deBlruction ivbich awtuted him — among Iht 
Atouv of Russia: For it was neither the Coalition of IS 13; 
ooryetlhatof 1S16: bat the retrtat from MataHctbettbiiBi- 
bllated the power of the Tyrant, and lUlpiUed Uit charm ivitk 
which be was impiouslj altemping to bind the destinies of 
Europe.^— 

Whose poteerfiU hrtaili f — from Northern Regjpns biows. 
Touches the Sea ; and turns it inio stone ! — 
Atudden desart spreads, o'er Rtalmi defaced ; 
And lays one-half of the CreatiOD waste ? 
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The Country is here rery flat, «nd 
the soil a fine sand, mixed with blat^ 
mould. The neighbouring woods 
«bound with elm, ash, oak, beech, and 
maple, of which sugar is made in fl«#- 
cient quantities, for Home consuoiptton ; 
and those beautiful evergreens, tfa« 
white pine, the cedar, and the spruce, 
are here indigenous in all their varie- 
ties. 

JSe sooner had I quitted the town t^ 
Three Rivers, than I perceived iadi- 
cations of being on the road to the 
United States. I am sorry to saj it, 
they were sot all of them favourable to 
American morals: but there was now 
less bowing, and more frequent ioter- 
eourse ; yet the Inhabitants pootinued 
to make themselves easy, without the 
trouble of sinking wells, in consequence 
of their convenient proximity to the 
water ; and they still appeared to hold 
V 2 
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what we esteem — necessaries, as unne- 
cessary as ever. 

At Machicb6, I delirered the letter 
from my yoiing Friend at Quebec, to 
his worthy Grandmother. I found the 
old Lady in a retired situation, half a 
mile from the road. She was delighted 
to hear from her Grandson ; wh<S i^ 
seems, had heen out of health. She 
pressed me to stay to dinner — to drink 
something, at least ; and sent for the 
young Gentleman's Brother, to detain 
me. He presently came in, with his 
dog ?and gun. They, resembled each 
other very much. They had both been 
in the army, I was told, but their corps 
had been disbanded. She should make 
a point of letting her Grandson know, 
that I had done him the honour to call 
upon her. — 

I must hare detained the PostillioB 
lialf anhour, but he'showed no signs of 
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impatience, and never ask^d me for anj 
remuneration, though he had had the. 
trouble of opening gates, &c.* 

On approaching the Riviere du Loup, 
I asked him if vie crossed it in a 
boat " Non pas, Monsieur ! I! y a 
" un pont superbe /"t I figured to my-^ 
self a model of architectural symmetry 
— something like the superb elevations, 
which ' have been thrown over the 
• Schuylkill, and the Delaware. — ^It was 
a, plank causeway, with a single rail on 
eacii sjde; to prevent accidents. 

Here I would have dined, having se- 
dulously made choice of the best of 
two Inns for that purpose, but could not 

■ ' I find from Bouchelte that the Selgnienrf of Groa Bo b, 
«r Yamachiche, naa granlBd m 1672, to the Sienr Boucher; 
Knd is DOW the property of Louu Giigy, Esq. (he eldest 
hrolherof ro; Quebec Friend. The territory belonging lo 
this manor I9 low and Bal, near tte Lake ; but the oeigh- 
bouring SettlemeDts look thrifty and comfoitable, 

1 No— There'a s inperi) bfidge. 
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eat the " ragout de Mouton, et dc 
" veau," thirt was already " toat pret,"* 
when it was set before me, ao ccunplete- 
\j had the meat been deteriorated 
in the cooking— ^fi<»» / — Pa/Mnee.— I 
took up my hat and walked OTer to the 
Church. It is under the patronage of 
JBt. Anthony, who standa over the poi^ 
tal, with the holy Child in bis arnu. 
Now I can bear to see St. Jos^k^ with 
JiiB adopted Son, in his hand : but to 
see the Babe of Bethlehem, in the arms 
of St> Antony, or any other saint m 
the Calendar, is too much for my (Spirit 
-^lof toleration ; and, I will say, it reminds 
me of nothing better, than, goingySvm 
,Jerusaiem to Jeri^^ and faSit^ ^anong 
thieves. 

By the way St. Joseph, a saint scarce- 
ly ever heard of, or at least ungracious* 
ly overlooked, among us heretics, ia 

* Bagonl o[ Mvlton ud VmI— «11 im^. 
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the United States, is the patron of Ca- 
nada; and the Vii^in Marj must be 
something more than mortal, at least 
" Sin peccado concebida,"* as the Spa- 
niards saj. 

I continued my route, by a strait 
road, over an extensive flat, between 
large fields of wheat and barley; (soil 
a light reddish earth, a little sandy) 
and crossing the Maskinong^, by a 
handsome bridge, truly in the American 
style; which appeared to hare been 
just finished, to the admiration of the 
neighbourhood,' who were gathered 
about it in crowds, as we passed ; I en- 
tered the town of Berthier, which con- 
sists of one long street, or rather row 
of houses fronting an arm of the river, 
which here flows round an uncultivated 
Island ; upon which Horses are sufTered 
to run wild, until they are wanted by* 

■ Conceived without lin: 



(, Google 



178 

their owners; a Canadian practice 
vliicb is supposed to bave deteriorated 
^e breed, at least ia point of size. 

. A number of these beautiful animals 
were now to be seen, sporting them- 
selves at targe, with^hantaetic gam- 
bols. Now collecting, in droves, as if 
for purposes of socialitj, or combina- 
tion — Then coursing each other, over 
the plains, in every variety of pace and 
ftttitude. Perfectly happy ia the ab- 
sence of crud Mao. 

Horses, however, are. much better _ 
b'eated in Canada, tb^n they &re in the 
United States ;~where, to our shame, be 
it spoken, these generous Animals, to 
whose labours we are so much indebt- 
ed, exiA who are as docile to our willS) 
as they are serviceable to our occasions) 
are often hardly used by Carters, and 
Stage Drivers ; and sometimes shame- 
fully abused, in the wantonness of 
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pofper. i have (^n wiriied tiiat some 
protection could be extended, by the 
Magistrate, to prevent their unneces- 
Barjr sufierings. And surelj, it must be 
in the power of Stage Owners to pre- 
vent their teams from being injured, as 
they often are, bj the dangerous and 
Ibol-faardy competition of headstrong 
and unfeeling Drivers. 

The Boil is here rich, (a fine vegeta- 
ble earth, upon a substratum of strong 
elay.) It is well cultivated, and the 
prospect of an abundant harvest is now 
♦■ery promising. 

The road kept its course, along the 
^e of the great' River, and I lodged 
this night, upon its bank, at a lon^ 
bouse, near La Noraye. 

Observing a good many young Peo» 
pie about,' 1 asked my, Landlord, (who 
took me on next morning himseltV end 
was a sedate, sobstantiftl Fanner,) How 
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tamj childr^ he had. .Nhiie Wfts^the 
answer. Some of them married. " Ah! 
" Monsieur," said he, " Cest terribl* 
" comme lee families se grossissent 
" ici."* I remarked the favourable ap* 
pearance of the grain. It looked well 
this year, he said, but the last season 
the crops had been very scanty, parti- 
cularly below Three Rivers^ where I had 
already observed, that the true ehmate, 
soil, and manners of Canada Proper, 
or Lower Canada, appear to he mark- 
ed by a definitive line. 

" Avez vous la disette quelque ibis, a 
Philadelphie, Monsieur ?"t 

This simple question, at such a dis- 
tance from that favoured soil and cli- 
mate, where the annual enjoyment of 
plenty is too familiar to be remarked, 
excited in my breast the most lively 

* Ab, Sir, it's lenrible to think how fiunlllu incretM 
t HUTC 70a the searei^ noietimH at Pbiladtlpl^Bi Sir ? 
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BenraitioDS of gratitude to HesTen ; 
bringing to mind the unmerited super- 
abundance, with which we hare been 
aninterruptedly favoured, from the first 
settlement of our » happy land.'' 

Two Caliches now approached us, 
at a rapid rate; the first of them, with 
two horses, which is verj uncommon in 
Canada, and between its broad and 
lofty ears sat a well fed Ecclesiastic. It 
was the Curate of Maskinong^, return- 
ing from Montreal, where he had been 
with a neighbouring brother of the 
cloth (who was reading as we passed 
htm* or appearing to read, without ever 
rdising his eyes from bis book) to pay 
his devoirs to the Bishop; who was 
about going on a visit to Quebeq. 

We now entered a beautiful oak 

wood, extending for half a mile, on 

both sides of the way. Expressing my 

ft 
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admiration of this grateful «hadet (tbii 
being the only wood through vrbich the 
road pa^es between Quebec and 
Montreal; though an utdHroken fonat 
bounds the horizon, at no great d» 
tance, the whole way ;) I was assured (hat 
" Tous les G6neraux et les Meesieurs, 
" Anglois TadminHNvt infiniment.'** 

It belongs to a Seigneuriiv, of whidi 
we saw the inanor house, called l* 
Valterie, on quitting the road. We 
stopped hard by, at a deoeat Itm, aihent 
which a few isolated sSveT pimeBifaad 
, been judiciously preserved ; and, is lb* 
garden, wereao^e of the ^oeet roses 1 
have ever seen. Oq alightiog, frabto 
treat myself for a moment, with tbeir 
delightful smell, and.wa? politely invi' 
ted to help myself to as many of then 
86 I chpse to take : upon which I eUick 



■ All tbe 0«iunlt, pud thAXvglUi lOfttOmmi » 
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oDe of them into my button hole ; an4 
rode into Montreal, witb this rupal de- 
Goration, as the Peunnts here frequent* 
\y do, with flowers stuck in tbeir hats.. 

From this enchanting spot, (for it was 
M a gentle eminence, irom whose airjr 
brow an open green descended to the 
river ; which was now sparkling at its 
foot, with ihe ^eerfiil ^y of (noming 
sun beams ;) i was taken forward in a 
Btjrlc ef the same pastoral simplicitj, 
\if a delicate looking youth, whose 
manners, iaiid appearance, resembled 
Kothiog more remotely, than the andap 
city of a European PostiUioe. 

A stage or two before, I bad been 
coaducted by a boy of eleven years 
old ; who told me he bad already driven 
three, and daast therefore have begun 
to hold the reins, at the tender age of 
eight years. I could but congratulate 
myself 'on the child's having, had sainft 
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yean of practicei before be took cfaai^ 
of Ue. Imaiediately on our arrival at 
the next stage, be was saluted by a 
Chum, in the most afiectiopate manner 
imaginable ; and the two Boye went off 
togetiier, ann in arm, like tWo Students 
at College, instead of Professors of the 
whip. 

: Now, hoverer, taking boat at St 
Sulpice, to cross over to the Island <^ 
Montreal, I fell into the bands of a 
surly Fellow, the only Post Boy on the 
whole route, who had ever been out of 
humour with bi& horse, or showed the 
) least signs of dissatisfactiiMi with himse^^ 
f or any thing about kim ; though both 
horse and chaise, at the Post Houses, . 
bdow Three Rivera, had oAen looked as 
if a puff of wind might have blown them 
both away ; and I often thou^t wh&t 
IT show the antiquated harness, and long 
eared vehide, would have made for Uie 
.^ fimked Coachmak«r8 <^ Philadelphia. ' 
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On this passage, an elegant Mansion 
House presents itself at some distance^ 
to the right; and a new Tarem, in the 
neat, two story, iow rooCe^, American 
stjle, is beheld, with pleasing anticipa- 
Uons, by the returning Columbian. 

It is, I believe, or rather was, an ap< 
pendage of the new Bridges, which 
were constructed, orer the different 
branches of the river, that here sepa- 
rate the adjacent Islands from the main 
land ; and which v/ei^ intended, even- 
tually, to supersede this tedious ferry, 
by connecting Montreal, on the north 
side, with the adjoining shore. 

But the Projectors of this laudable 
undertaking had forgotten to consult 
their climate ; or to obtain security from 
the Great River, as the Indians expres- 
sively call it. Accordingly, after serv- 
ing ihe intended purpose, through the 
ft 2 
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following winter, they were carried off 
bodily by the ice^ when the roused up 
river* swept away every obstacle to his 
passage, in the spring. 

This idea of bndging the St. Law- 
rence, even where approaching Islands 
invite the attempt, is for the present 
totally abandoned. Yet I have no doubt 
that it will be tried again, and that 
with success; when adventurous New- 
Englanders Bhal) have taken that as- 
cendency at Montreal, which the Scotch 
have hitherto enjoyed. 

The Ferrymen here vented their 
passions, as watermen seem to be 
every where, particularly apt to do« in 
Scurrilous provocatifes. Every other 
word was Foutre, or Dianire ; and every 
thing that thwarted their humour yfss 
bete ! and bougre ! and sacH m&tin ! 
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We met nothing on the road, after we 
reached the liland, but a solitary ca- 
leche or a maricet cart, or a foot passen- 
ger, at distant interrals, as we drove 
ibrTrardf five or six miles, by a coutitrj 
Church, and a Tavern. It was the sign 
of the Three Kings, which is here a 
fevourite, emblem, as well as in Germa- 
ny ; though the Eastern Sages are here 
-so ludicrously transmografied, that I did 
not at first recognise the allusion. 

MONTREAL. 

As we entered the toMoi, it had become 
very hot I was dieappointed in the 
comforts of the French Hotel, to which 
I had been directed — Did not think It 
worth while to change even for the 
Mansion House, late the residence of Sir 
John Johneon — Tired myself almost off 
my legs with perambulating the streets, 
and lanes — Suffered excessively with the 
heat, (to my couviclion that it mighi oc- 
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caBtonally be hot in Canada) And would 
have set out, immediately for New- York, 
if I should not have been too early for 
the next steam boat. 

The thermometer was noyr, on the 
l9th day of July, at ninety-six degrees ol 
Fahrenheit ; Reaumur was quoted, at an 
ale house, where I stopped for refresh- 
ment, at twenty-eight and three-quarters, 
which answers to ninety-seven of Fahren- 
heit, a degree of heat at which spermaceti 
melts, and, at the next elevation of the 
scale, ether boils. 

In the evening, however, I cooled my- 
aelf delightfully in a floating bath, that is 
moored off Windmill Point; and the next 
morning my spirits were restored, by 
writing home, and making the necessary 
preparation for my approaching depar- 
ture, which was to be the next day : the 
weather having in the mean time become 
very cool and pleasant, aAer refreshing 
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showers ; a change which I had predict- 
ed at the table d hote, from the very ex- 
tremity of the heat, agreeable to the well 
known remark with us, that extreme 
weather seldom lasts longer than three 
dajs. But I did not find that the opinion 
gEuned confidence. It appeared to havo 
heretofore escaped observation; nor did 
any one notice the fidfilment of the pre- 
diction, but myself, when it took place ; as 
it usually happens with voluntary prog- 
nostications. 

But a French Confectioner, at whose 
house 'I called, .occasionally, had known 
the diermometer' at Pondicherry as high 
as a hundred and two. He was a man 
of obseryation, and remarking my full 
habit, he recommended me to drink 
Lisbon Wine, rather than Madeira, be- 
cause Lisbon will bear the sea, whereas 
Madeira will not, without a powerful ad- 
mixture of brandy. This it seems is usually 
infused, immediately after the fermenta- 
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ifOQ takes place, and before it is reftaed 
with isinglass. But the operation is often 
per&nned in Engkod. Whence the 
term, LondoB pai-ticolfur Madeira; aa it 
will bear the short vojs^ to that cold 
climate; but, if s^t pur6 to the neigh- 
houiiog hot coiHrirics, it woiild in&^y 
turn souF. It is regulfurly brandied, it ' 
seemS) more or less, aecorduig^ to the efi* i 
mete it is to go to. 

He drank himself nothing but Port) 
Claret, and the Spanish Wines, which 
will ^ bear the eea, without the penii- 
eious intennixftire of Ct^niac. It is jhas* 
says' be* a Frenchman will hve in a hot 
^kaeip to a (uindred years j whilst Eng- 
lishmen, who persist in dnnking- Madeira, 
between the troplra, die accordinglj at 
sixty.* 



• ThiiAJventurerhtdbceliiBlheaampatgnaafMonHii 
Dpcm the Rhiae. Fnioitbenerto the Eutlndici. Thence 
to Ae UnJled Slates ; where ho h>d married ; and was now 
t«iel7(mubR«<l to Hontml.for Ac beuefito of Calh^ 
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I BOW gttVB mjadf ^me to nah dw 
ReligiooB tnstibiiti9B8.of Mootreal, whicb 
•ife 00 less mmeroin and cxtensivie tfaui 
^se >bf ^aebecf diou^ idiej are for 
less interesting- to ;a Soatfaem Yisitor; 
having mosttj lost tkat vetatajaie a^^ear* 
tiDce of aalztjait^, which characterizes 
those of iikB capitaL I say moB^y, be* 
cause thispe ' is one antiquated exception, 
which I shall proceed to detugnale, wlule 
its cijolling eflect is still firesb in n^ n- 
eoHecticm. It is 

TBB CBUBOH JUfB MOITAS^PERT fHP 

m tilie mrtskirts of Montreal. Nothing 
presents itself to die street but the dingy 

fecadeof the Chapel, and the outer walls 



cotDmnniOD. His name vm Girard, ipelt eiactly as it b 
^ Ul 'CoaafaTaun, Out snuDetit If Atfaaikt, who bu rai*> / 
ed, ia Fhilsdklpbia, s -ibrtDDe of I know not ban manj 
■ulKou ; and ii now aole Propnetor of <)ne of oni pdue^^ 
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of the Cloisters; which arestill overshad- 
owed by coeval elms; though (be pre- 
cincts have been g^ven up to the use of the 
Troops in garrison, ever since the decease 
of the last surviving Incumbent. Oidy 
the Chapel, and the school rooms on one 
side of it, have been reserved ior religious 
purposes. The great door is acconlingly 
no longer opened ; buti obtained admis- 
Hon at the wicket, by the javour of a Lay 
Brother; who had beoi sent for ircwa the 
country, to retain possession of (he preDoi- 
ses, upon the demise of the last of the 
Friars. Hr, poor soul, ia coQtoit to 
wear, alone, the cowi of the order, to 
^rd himself with a rope, and walk bare- 
foot, m solitary singularity. The good 
Monk, informed me, with a fwx of un- 
conscious simplicity, that he was labour- 
ing to restore the Church. (II travailloit 
a la rtBtaurer.') He did not, however, ac- 
CMnpany me in ; and I found that his rato- 
raiions consisted in some tinsel lamps, 
which he had hung up before the altar j 



(, Google 



193 

but— /)!(ciV HgfUs were gone out, I found 
the walls dai^ with age, and dreaiy wiA 
neglect, and deserdon. 

TMs chapel is very lofly, in propor- 
tion to its other dimensions, which are 
not great The windows are at a 
height of twenty feet from the fioor; 
and the dingy interrak were hung, 
neither with erucifixes, nor Madonnasi 
1 but with ecstasies of St. Francis, and 
I prostratioDB of Petrus Recoltectus. 

Pursuing my walk into the country, 
more sensible than ever of the cheer- 
fulness of open air, and day light, I 
soon came across the General Burying 
Ground, which is by a late law of the 
British Govenunent, without the town ; 
none but the Priests being now allowed 
to be buried in the cities of Canada, 
the health of which was supposed to 
have been endangered by the mutti- 
hidea of bodies, which were formerly 
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insufficiently covered orer. 

Here was a Chapel, and a Corpse 
House, the one was recommended to 
the particular care of St. Anthony, by an 
inscnptjon over head, (St. Anthoine pnez 
pour nous*) and the other had upon its 
foldmg doors the memento morit which 
makes so tittle impression i^D callous 
SurvivfNrSf " Aujoui-dhui pournKti, demaiB 
pour vou9."t 

. A mile further on, I marked ths castel' 
bit«d mansion of the Seigneurie, which he- 
longs to the Seminary of this place. It 
has all the peculiarities of an old Frmcii 
Chateau. There are round towers on 
each side of the gate way; which are wio 
to have been fort^d in the ancient In- 

' St Anthooy, pray for us. 

i To-day forme, to-morrow for you; or, in other wor*i 
fO aflen repeated upon moralicuig toiiibstonn, 
A( I am now, go you must be^ 
Prepare for death, aad follow me. 
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dian wars, arid loop holes are still dls^ 
cemible in them, at a secure elevation.-— 
For there was an Indian village at this 
place, when the French arrived, in 1640} v/ 
the displacing of which was an earlj 
cause of sanguinary' cot^kts. 

Directly back of thJB curious apeciaieft 
of ttie specious JnconTeniencies of anti* 
quated abodes is ^ isolated Mountai»i 
which rises abruptly in the plain of Mont- 
real. Its summit is sdll covered with 
thidc woods : but the descent upon the ' 
odier side is highly cultivated, and beau- : 
tifuUy picturesque^ bdng thickly strevrad 
with villages and spires^ interspersed witfa 
Wood and water. 

• At a considerable height on this mouti- 
tain may be seen, from the streets of 
Montreal, a large house, with wings, of 
hewn stone; and a monumental Pillar 
appears, in the woods behind it. The 
House was built, it seems, some years 
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ago, by the oldest Partner En the Finn'of 
Mc Tavish & Mc. GiUiTtay, (a Scotch 
House,) long the principal Proprietors of 
.the Nordi West Trading Company.^ 
Mc. Tavish died, vrhilst the House was 
building, and his Nephews, the Mc. Gilli- 
vrays, declining to finish the House, erect- 
0d ibis McMiument to his m^oiory. There 
is nothing remarkable in die inscription ; 
but the column itself is a striking meniento 
Qfthe uncertainties of life. 

The Heirs of the Estate prefer spend- 
ing it in the City, and hare built them- 
selres fine houses in the eastern -Suburbs; 
where they are said to keep hospitable 
tables, especially for their CouDtrymen 
from Scotland, of whom such numbers 
have resorted hither, ever since the Con- 
quest, that Montreal, originally French, 
vras in danger of becoming a ScotiSi Colo- ; 
ny, before it began to be over-run by the I , 
still more hardy, and more adventurous ' 
Sons of New England. 



(, Google 



NOHTH WESTEBN TRADE. 

From the village of La Chine, which 
is situated at the upper end of the Isl- 
and, Merchandise intended for Upper 
Canada, together with military Stores, 
and presents for the Indians, are em- 
barked, in flat-bottomed boats, to pro- 
ceed up the St Lawrence : but the For 
Trade is carried on, by the Nortii West > 
Company, through the Ottawa, or 
Grand Rirer, by. means of birch ca- 
noes. These are made so light that 
they may be easily carried up the banks 
of rapids, or across necks of land. Of 
these carrying places, there are reckon- 
ed no less than six and thirty, between - 
Montreal and the New Settlement on 
Lake Superior, called Eamanastigua. 
Accordingly, the wares to be sent out 
are put up in snug packages ; and the 
return of Furs comes back in solid 
R 2 



(, Google 



packs^ which the Voyageurs carry on 
thejr backs at the different portages.* , 

About a thousand persons are sup- 
posed to be employed in this occupa- 
tion, who, spending most of their time 
at a distance from home, contract ha- 
bits of idleness in the midst of hard- 
ships ; and become so attached to 
wandering and useless life, that they 
rarely establish themselres in society. 

The &re of these poor fellows is of 
the meanest quality, being mostly no- 

■ The mhom empIoTed in tliu trade, are aljoat Ihiitj 
feet long, and rii wide. Tbey are sbaip at each and j the 
Irame is composed of lender ribs, of aoiiie ligtit wood, 
wiieb are covered with narrow atiipa of the barli of the birck 
tree, aboul half a quarter of an inch in thickneu. TbcM •Mk 
wwed or stitched together, with threads made of the fibre* 
. of certain roots, well twisted together. And Ihejolntiare 
made water tight by a species of gum, that adheres firmly, 
and becomes perfectly hard, when drj*. No iroQ work if 
osed iu them, of any description, not even nails. When 
complete, these iiBgile barici weigh no more tban fin bxa- 
4tti pounds. 
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thing beiter than beards grease and In- 
dian meal, which is made up into a sort 
, of broth, requiring little cookery ; and 
they beguile the tediousneas of their 
progress with songs to the Virgin, the 
solemn strains of which, in the dark- 
ness of night, when different parties of 
these poor Pilgrims overhear each other, 
have a very impressive effect, amid 
these desert wilds. When I have occa- 
sionally heard them, myself, they re- 
minded me of Christian overhearing 
Faithful, when they were passing, un- 
known to each other, through the vaney 
of the shadow of death. 

The distance from Montreal to the 
upper end of Lake Huron, is nine hun- \ 
dred miles, and the journey usually 
consumes three weeks. 

A number of the Men remain all 
winter in those remote, and comfortless 
regions, employed in hunting, and pack'* 
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tag np skins. That of the Beaver, is, 
it seems, among Indians, the medium 
of barter. According to usage imme- 
morial, ten Beaver skins are given for 
a gun; one, for a pound of powder, 
and one, for two pounds of glass beads. 

The River Michipicoton, one of the 
thirty or forty streams, which supply 
Lake Superior with its chrystaline wa- 
ters, interlocks the territories of Hud- 
son's Bay ; and it has been the scene 
of frequent disputes about property, 
and jurisdiction, between the Subjects 
of the same Prince (carrying on the 
same traSick, in that remote comer of 
the Globe) under the authority of dif- 
ferent patents from the Crown. The 
Hudson's Bay Company, it seems, are 
compensated for the hardships of their 
frozen Colony, by its superior readiness 
of access; which enables them to un- 
dersell the tardy Voyagcurs of the North 
West Company; who are obliged to 
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make their way up the RiverE, aud 
across the Lakes of Canada. 



THE FOREIGN TRADE OF CANADA 

is chieflj con6aed to the different Ports 
of London and Glasgow, for the varioui 
Articles of British Manufhcture; and 
to the West ladies, for the productions 
of the tropics ; a solitary ship or two 
being now and then dispatched for the 
Brandies, Oils, and Wines of the South 
of Europe ; for which thej return Lum- 
ber, Furs, Wheat, and Flour, Beef and 
Pork, Pot and Pearl Ash ; some Horses 
and Cattle, Hemp and Flaxseed, Gin- 
seng, and Castor Oil, &c. Ship build- 
ing is also carried on at Quebec, to a 
considerable extent : but the Balance 
of trade would be much against Cana- 
da, if it were not for the sums annually 
expended by Government, upon fortifi- 
cations, and the payment of the Troops, 
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In the jeair 1795, at which Ume wheat 
and flour commanded unusual prices in 
Europe, no fewer than one hundred and ^ 
twenty-eight vessels arrived in the St. 
Lawrence, from Foreign parts, amount- 
ing to nineteen thousand tons, and na- 
vigated by Inwards of a thousand 
men. A stili larger exportation of grain 
(much of it, iy the way., received frou 
the neighbouring States) took place in 
1799, and the three following jears. 
The quanUty of flour shipped in 1802, 

' was thirty-eight thousand barrels ; and 
the wheat is said to have exceeded a 

„ miIli<Hi of bushels. 

EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT. 

The Colonial Revenues that year, 
amounted to tkirly-one thousand pounds, 
and the expenditures of Government 
exaeeded forty-three thousand; so little 
profitable is the Sovereignty of Canada 
to the Kingdom of Great Britain. 
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So much for Civil Government The 
Military Peace Establishment, about 
five thousand men, can hardly be sup- 
ported' at a less expense than two or 
three hundred thotwauds sterling. £z- 
traordinaries, such as erecting new For- 
tifications, the repair of old ones, al- 
lowances for waste and peculation^ with 
other incidental expenses, may be one 
or two more hundredsof thousands. But, 
in time of war, when the latter items 
are always increased beyond all calcu- 
lation^ or credibiUty, (witness our own 
experienee, during the late war) the sums 
laid out upon Canada must amount to 
at least as many millions. To say no- 
thing of the naval armaments which 
protect, and the transports which con- 
vey, fresh Troops, across the Atlantic 

Itis to these circumstances, mainly, that 
Canada owes her apparent prosperity. 
She fattens oa the wealth of Britain j 
and the most refined policy would dic- 
tate to the . United States to leave the 
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Unprofitable poBseesion to burn a hole 
in the pockets of its FossesBor. 

As for Upper Canada, it is in fact, 
an American Settlement — the surplus 
population of the State of New-York; 
and it will, sooner or later, &1I into our 
hands, by the operation of natural 
canses, silent but sure ; or if toe should 
hecome too wise to extend our unlimited 
territory, a powerful Colony of Ameri- 
can blood, must in time, become an in- 
dependent Nation ; and will naturally 
be to UB an amicable Neighbour. 

Hithet^o the ships ^nployed in Fo- 
reign Commerce, hare persisted in aa- 
eending the great Rirer to Montreal ; 
in spite of the currents, rapids, rocks, 
and shoals, which opposed their course, 
and rendered it as difficult and dat^er- 
ous as the open sea. In some instances, 
when the winds, likewise, have been 
unfavourable, they are said to have 
been as l(Hig getting up this part of the 
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river, as thej had been in crossing the 
Atlantic ; I have myself seen a fleet of 
sixteen sail, stemming the current, in 
sight of Montreal, for hours togeUier, 
without advancing a furlong. 

But the invention of Steam Boats ig 
likely to produce 'a total change in the 
system of Trade. There are already 
three of these Boats running, whose 
principal object is freight ; and a fourth 
has just been finished, of the burthen 
-of seven hundred tons. These Boats 
will, it is supposed, eventually, super- 
sede the necessity of sea vessels as- 
cending Mgher than Quebec; where 
they will probably, in fbtare, unload 
their cargoes, and take in the returns. 
Onte vessel, however, may perhaps be 
allowed to keep the run, as long as sfa6 
lasts. She was built on purpose, for 
tiiis difficult navigation, and draws but 
twelve feet water, thou^ of five btm- 
dred tons burthen, having made the 



tedious rojage, euccessWely, for one 
and twenty years. 

Sabbath day now occarring, for the 
third time since I entered Canada, and 
probably the last, I took the opportu- 
nity which I had before Bought, without 
succesSf to attend morning prayers at 

THE CHAPEL OF THE DAMES NOHIS 

a charitable Institution, which was 
founded by the piety of a Duchess of 
Bouillon^ in 1644. I now found the 
Sisterhood sitting, or rather kneeling, 
in a long oratory, ranging on the left, 
with the Church of the Hospital ; and, 
through an open window, they could be 
seen as I approached it, in' long pros- 
tration, before the altar. 

The Church was . crowded with ^ 
motley Congregation of the meanest 
looking people thai can well be imagioo 
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ed, (I Bpeak not of dreas, for they were 
decently clad, but of person, and 
countenance.) Being naturallj a phy- 
eiogoomist, I could not help remark- 
ing tbe rarioua kinds and degrees of 
. weakness and simplicity^ which were 
I strongly mariced upon their features. 
There was not one face among the 
hundred, that was lighted up with any 
indications of refinement, sensibility, or 
reflection. The Priest himself was lUtlo 
better than his flock; and I could not 
forbear the ready comparison of Ihe 
BUnd leading the Blind f though, I dare to 
say, they were, every one of them, 

Much (00 wiae to walk into a well.* 

I looked over one of their books, 
and found that they were reciting what 
is called the office of the Virgin ; among 
the innumerable clauses of which} I was 
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soon disgusted with diat sacrilegioue 
«neof 

Dei genhrii intncedc pn' Nobis :* 

as if we were not expressly' told, in the 
Scriptures of Truth — the writteu word, 
that Christ himself stands at the right 
hand of the Father, making intercession for 
the sins of the world; aud that there is no 
■Other name given under heaven, by which 
we can be saved, but the najne of Jesvs 
Christ of /{azareth. 

The changes were rung, howerer, 
«t the same time, upon 

Domimia— Do)nIn»— DoDine ;t 

and before the audience were dismisft- 
ed, we had the Dominus Vobiscum from 
the Priest; with the response from the 

■ Mother of God ! Pray for tfi i 
t Tko au» of Ae Lord- 
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Peoplet (wliedier thejr andentood H 
or not) 

Et cmn i[MtD tno." 

which was followed by 

Onmai. 



The perpetual repetitions of the 
Catholic ritual, have certainly a stnpt- 
fying inAuence upon the human mind; 
inasmuch as they occupy the place of 
refieetioD, if they do not even exclude 
it : yet I hare no doubt but that many 
. good People have found their, way to 
: Heaven through this By-path, in the 
long course of seventeen hundred 
years, from the early corruption of 
Christianity; and I copied with plea- 
sure, from the walls of this benighted 

* And with thy Spirit 
I Let u prq'— for ever SBJ erer. Amen. 
S 2 
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cell* the' foUowipg modest and edifying 
inscription: 

Cygit 

venerable Demoiselle, 

Jeuine Lebel, 

bienfutrice de cette Maison ^ 

qui, ayant 6t^ Recluse 

qainze ans, 

dans la maison de ses pieux Parens, 

en a pass^ vingt, 

dans la retraite qu' elle a iaite ici 

Kite est ddc^d^e 

le 3 d 'octobro 

1714 

^ee de cinquante deux ans.* 



* Hen lies 

tlwt Tenerabla ttif, 

Jeanne Lebel, 

a btmefaclreBS of thii House ; 

who baving been a Reclniei 

fifteen jean, 

In the House of her ptoni Fbtsd^j ' 

pasied twenty, 

in the retimoeiit of thii pUrae- 

She deceued 

the 3d of October, 

1714, 
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I remember nothing' eUe particularly 
in this Chapel; but that tiie great- win- 
dow, opening into the Nuns* oratory, was 
glazed, instead of being grated, and 
DO curtmn drawn; bo that the Sistere 
could be seen, hy the Audience, at their 
own altar. There was a picture of some 
Catholic Missionarj among the Heathen* 
St Francis Xavier, or some other legenr 
darj pretender to apostolic zeal, holding 
.up a cruofix, by way of preaching the 
CROSS — not surely that which was to 
the Jews a stumbling bhck, and to Ae tdse 
Creeks fooUshnest : for thai was declared 
.to be nothing Jess than the power of Gcd^ 
and the wisdom of God, in aU them that 
helieve, and obey , the GospeL 

THE GREY NUNB. 

FaoM fliis place I went to the Grey 
Sisters, or General Hospital, which is a 
little way out of the town. This Chapel 
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U nctiy ornamented 'bjr the piety of the 
feir Devotees ; and it has thia interesting 
peculiarity, -that die arehed' c^trancea of 
4hecroaaai9les'aretiDrneumfaered,eitherbj 
grates, or doors ; and the correspoDding 
windows, run down to the floor; isb that 
you see, through them, the burjiag 
ground, on one side ; and a flower gardes 
on the other, in whidi fmks and poppies, 
widi yellow lilies, send other showy flow- 
ers, uiute, Very happ^y, with the gcJden 
hues of the alter, the crucifix of whidi is 
of iTory, HI producing a rich g^ow oi 
solemn colouring ; renundi^ the Travel* 
ler of the vivid reflection, from painted 
windows, in the Gothic edifices of the 
north of Europe. 

These Sisters have the care of the Lu- 
natic, as well as the Maimed, and the 
Infirm. A heavy task it seemed to me: 
but Aey appeared to show me every tlung 
with pleasure; partly at least, we may 
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suppose, (without discrediting anj ieott- 
ment that excites to love and good workt) 
arising from self-approbatioii. I declined 
entering the Lunatic ward, the sad ob- 
jects of which are, I think, tvery where, 
too ireel/ exposed to Public view; and 
would gladlj have omitted that of the 
aged and infirm ; but I could not so readi-^ 
ly get clear of my Conductress, to whoaaf 
I had given something for the Orphan 
Children (En&ntB trouv^s) who are re- 
ceived here, without inqmry, or objeptiont 

I asked the Sister who had the si^r? 
intendence of this department, (a chatty 
old woman, who seemed determined to 
hold me a while in conversation,) whether 
her Patients ever lived to a great age. — 
She said, not oilen; but that one had 
died, lately, a^d ninety-eight, and anoth> 
«r, some years e^, at a hundred imd 
ten. I asked if they were natives of 
Capada.^ " Non Monsieur c^etoient des 
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** Francois. Les rieux Francois oat de 
•* b«is estomace."* 

Thus I found the ancient prejudice that 
old countrymen born, live longer than 
the naiiye AmericaQS, prevails here, aa 
-w^ as with us. Because for many yearff 
it waa ol>senred &at there were more 
instances of old people who were bom 
elsewhere, 4iian of such as were bom in 
America. Although it is obvious, thsit as 
the first-Comers yfere not bora here; but 
fEune over from the European Continent, 
most of them at mature age, there could 
not at first, in the nature of things, be so 
many natives, dying of old age, as there 
would be of old country bora: 

Yet with us, m Pennsylvama, be it re- 
membered, that the first child bora of 
English Parents lived to be eighty-five. 
Several of our natives' bosn, have since 

* No air, they wen PreDcbmea. The old French kara 
eiceltent conslitutioa:. 
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turned a hundred. These, it has been 
obserred, hare been chiefly women^— 
But one is now living, at the town of 
Bearer, on the Ohio, who was bora in 
r^ew Jersey in 1686. within a rery few 
years of the first settlement of the Pro- 
vince. Well, dierefore, nught our Pa- 
tiiarch FR&nKLin say, when, during hia 
long Agency at London, he was pressed 
to tell whether People hred as long in 
America as they do in Knglaud* ** I do not 
« know — for the firet Settlers are not all 
» dead yet." 

The most frequent inatances of longevi- 
ty may now be observed to occur in the 
most old settled parts, such as Virginiaf 
and the New England States; and for 
this pl£un reason, that it is there that there 
were most children, to take a chance for 
it, a century ago. The con^arative 
numbers of old people, in any country. 
js not to be made upon the population of 
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tiioae couDtries, whm th^ died; but 
tvhm tke^ tetre horn. It is well ksowo 
diat whilst most of the towns in the Old 
World have increaeed but little, mthia 
&e period of a long life, the oldest towns 
in America hare doubled, and quadrupled 
some of them ten or twen^ fold. 

It appears by the London Bills of mor- 
tality for thirtj years, viz. from 1728 to 
1758, that out of seven himdred and fifty 
thousand deaths, which took place in that 
dty, there were two hundred and for^- 
two persons who had survived theuc hun- 
dredth year. This is something over one 
for every three thousand, which was more 
than half of the whole number of Inhabi- 
tanta in Philadelphia, a hundred years 
ago. If therefore, the Philadelphia Bills 
new show two centenaiians in a year, 
(which they invariably do) it is sufficient 
to place UB on a similar scale with the 
Giy of London. And if that propoFtiop 



(, Google 



217 

is greatly exceeded in Russia according to 
.the mmual KUs for that extensire Em* 
pire. Let it be remembered that lar^ 
«Ieductions may be sAkly made from the 
accounts furnished by the ilUterete popes 
and papas of a Nation, the iotenor <tf 
which is yet but half civilized ; uid which, 
a hundred and fifty yeara ago, was little 
likely to be very coirect about births, 
and dates. 

Let us hear no more, therefore, of the 
groundless presumption, that people 
live longer ir Europe than they do in 
America. — It is not the Jault of oor 
climate, nor our soil, if we do not live 
M long here as in any part of the 
world; though the gmerai partidpatuat 
. ofihe luxuries^ as well as of the necessa- 
ries of life, may oftener prevent, with 
OS, the natund term of existence, among 
that class of people — the hard working < 
Poor, which most frequently, in all 
countries, arrives at the utmost period '' 
of human life. 

T 
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THE CAlVEDRAIi OF MONTBEAI» 

I ROW went fo the Cathedral, which 
has heen lately new fitted up, gilded 
and painted, in the most glittering Btjle 
imaginable. 

This building is neither so long, nor so 
high, as the Cathedral of Quebec, and 
it makes a very plain appearance, out- 
side, standing as it does, in the middle 
of the principal avenue, which leads 
round it, on the north side, across a 
Public square. But no expense has 
been spared, upon the interior, nor has 
any idea of Christian simplicity been 
suffered to check the exuberance of 
fancy, in the decorations of the choir. 

I found the tribune of this Church 
' particularly offensive to my orthodoxy, 
as the great Crucifix does not occupy 
its proper station (Can it be possible 
ihatit should have heeo retnoved to a 
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side aisle, where it now eiands ?) in the 
centre of the Tribuoe, the approipi^fite, 
situation, which it invariably retains, in 
our Philadelphia Chapels (which, hy 
the waj, are a good deal i)ew<iaodeIled 
bj the benefit of surrounding observa- 
tion and example) to make room for a 
Statue of the Virgin — not as usual, with 
ihe Child in her arms, which could 
alone countenance the improprietj : but 
in the elegant contours of a Grejc^an 
female (It might pass aa well for a Juno 
or a Ceres) standing in a niche above 
the altar; whilst Corinthian columns, 
fluted in green and gold, and surmounted 
with curved scrolls of the same glitter- 
ir^ materials, support over her bead a 
. crown, richly gilt. 

- Is not this toorshipping tht treaipre, 
more than the Creator?— YeU we: are ' 
told, that the LordrOur God, it. a jmlou$ 
God; who wiU not give his glory fa| 
attothery nor his praise to graven images. 
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Alas! that the Professors of the ^t 
Christian Church — instead of, having 
those things tkeU wen bekmdt and, gmt^ 
im unto p^eettm^ should fall sfacot of the 
aneient Jews, under the shadowy Ks- 
pensation of the Law. Thej were for- 
bidden to make unto thetruelva the Ukenm 
of any thing in Aeaum, of upon earth — (» 
worship it. There was accordingly (we 
are told by St Paul — a Hebrew pro- 
selyte, of the tribe of Benjamin) nothing 
contained in the- ^k of the Coveual 
(beside the Tabtes if the Law)— save a 
pot of manna, «bA ySaroti^s rod, that budded, 
in ^e presence of Pharaoh; which 
things were preserved for a memorial, 
to succeeding Generations, of the woo* 
ders which the Lord had wrought, in 
Egypt, for the deliverance of his choeea 
People. And, to this day, the Jews 
have nothing in their tabernacles, but a 
Copy of the Law; which is produced, 
before the People, erery Sabbath-Dayj 
not to be worshipped ; but merely to b^ 
coiQmem<H:ated, and obeyed. 
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' This Cathedral is dedicated to JVo/re 
Dame, rather than to God Amuohtt, 
and the perpetual recurrence of Jlvt 
Marias all oror the building, shows in- 
deed too plainly that this is a Temple 
dedicated, in the first place to the Vii^o 
IHarj'— in /A« ttcond to Jbsvs Christ.^ 

<■ Jt Iff tndjr fend •KsUeudy ipokeii of SeHM* nya 
lActaqtnii: " Coniider the mijeil7> the goodneqi, and 
" (be adornbls mercies of the Almightj : His {rfeaini* 
"Ika Do( to the RtagntAcenca of tenplei ntde wHh 
''■tone; bnl in the pie^ and devotlaa of conKcrated 

And in the book that tliii ume Heathen PhHoMidier 
mpte qgefMtMjKnfitHw; treatinc of thoie wfao notihip- 
1^ iiKagtt,' St. AnMln obMrvei, he writes Uuu: « Thejr 
" represeol the ho)y> the immortal, and the Invisible God*, 
" with the baieal materials, and witliont life or motlMi, ift 
" UiB fonni of Uen."— — ** AH these thlnp," contiDaes the 
■ndeot Sage, "• wiee man will observe, for tha lair'* 
"sake.more than fMlbatof die gods; and lOI tM* rabble 
" of Deities, whiA the ■upentitioo oi many ages has 
" gathered togalher, we are in anch manner to adore," stfi 
SeoBca, (darilg, as one who coold yet only itt mem ai 
trtu) " a* to cowider theb worship to be rather maUer of 
" Boitom, than of eonseienee." — How raocli ftitlm did 
this aniigtitened Heathen peoetrete Into <be salorQ of apt- 
itaal worship than those who veneiate images? Met leait 
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Even St Peter, with his keys, has 
been h«re obliged to give way to the 
exclusive pretensions of the Viipn — None 
but Saints of their own making have 
been able to stand the too powerful 
competition here. (They worship the 
work of their own hands — that irtiieh 
their own fingers have made.) In the 
side chapels, opposite to the altars of 
the favourite Divinity, the curious Stran- 
ger may find a St. Francis, or a Sl An- 
thony, in garments of sack-cloth — gaonf 

make use of sach repmenblioiii, tn Chriatim OmKhet, •■ 
Ibe means of heightening leligloui fervour 1 

Bat Cbristiaos hare do occuion for Beathax aothoritiea 
against oulnord Temples, and Ijnnialie worship. " For the 
<* Lord God," said David, " dwelleth not in Tem|riea,' Bi^e 
" with hands" — Not sorely tiMn h a tmutemltd fiw(, at {be 
command of a iinyU Heat — lo bring EiHth,«>aOod; orto 
pvt away, as a thing of noi^ht. " WbM liouse will ye build 
" me, Mdlkihe Lord? or, wb«te btht place of my ralf" 
Tet this was the same nan iflceut Potentate, that jire^aririi 
before his de&th, for the House, that ww to be bnUl in 
Jentakm, for tfw Ooi of Haaien, a kundnJ Ihouiaud lalenli 
<*/ fl^! '■'u'a Ifunmmi Uunuand taUnh af niver ; aad tf 
hrv and km, inlAvW vfigfit, or number. 
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and ghastly ; who have been permitted 
to'pa; their obeisance to the iacaj-na^ 
tion .■ but ererj cioae, and every open 
compartment, throughout the aisles and 
galleries, of this — I will not call it, 
Christian, Temple, exhibits the name 
(must I saj,' of the idol of its adora- 
tion?) in the foUowiDg device of devout 
ingenuitj; in which, in a single dpher, 
are interwoven the letters M, A, for the 
name o( Maria, and V, for the attribute 
of Virginity. 




' — — Apropo of KET6 — i do not myself 
regret the absence of the Prince of the 
Apostles, as they call him at Rome. — I 
think St. Peter has kept the keys of 
Heaven's fVscket* long enough, since 
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they wetQ /n/ given, not to him, as n 
Man— subject, as the history abundant* 
\j teslifiee, to like patsions with his 
• Fellow Creatures : but to the Revektlion 
which he had received, in common with 
other Believers. And his Successor, 
like the dog in the manger, will neither 
enter in himdelf, nop sufier them thai 
Would. 

But Pius VII with all his briels, and 
his bulls, (even if they should again be 
seconded bj the thunder of the Vatican) 
cannot prevent ^ eandU, which has been 
• lighted by tbe Bibub £ocietiei, from 
being put upoti Ae emtdlftttek — no more 
to be hid, under a bedy or under a bu$h^ 
— Th« ScBiPtvBss or Trvth, will at 
length, be circul&ted, throughout the 
ktAitabie glAe; and there wilt be, if I 
may be allowed the comparison, a ««• 
&>nd preaching of the Gospel— «mK»9 
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In this dark Cathedr^ (I apeak at 
spiritual darkness, for this Church is as 
biilliant as a ball-room) the trade of ami- 
cul;ur confession is more extensivety car- 
ried onrthan in any Gothic edifice I ever 
was in ; and I have been in many <^ tbeaor 
m my time, in the most bigoted cowitries 
in Europe. I suppose ther6 are not lesa 
-thui twentj Coofeseionals aroond the 
walls, at which PeniteDtB are occasionaUj 
seen nng^g the bells, to caU ^eir favourite 
Confessors to the seat of judgment ; and 
Priests, in their white vestments, are to 
be seen pacing the aisles, to answer these 
incessant requisitions, every hour in the 
daj. 

This magnificent Edifice was now 
crowded to overflowing — not with the 
Populace merely, many of whom, hav- 
ing no seats in the Church, stood bare 
headed about the door, or kneeled upcm 
the steps, it being impossible for them 
all.to get in. But the Choir was lined 



(, Google 



22fl 

with Priests aod Chanters, in white^ 
Uie Black Nuns were there — and the 
Grey Nung were there, (though they 
haTe all Churches of their own to go 
to)— Nay, I found my old Monk. aBsist" 
ed here, instead of attending to his r«< 
stortttions at the Recollets, making a gro-. 
tesque appearance; amidst .glittering 
gew gaws, in his coarse gown and hood 
•^which was thrown hack, to discorer 
hia shaven crown. — In short, it seemed 
as if the Hierarchy had mustered all its 
forces. 



Blade, tehtle, and grey, with all their trampcr; ; 
Caalt, haedi, Bnd AoMi. 

There was, however, a Sermon, to coun- 
tenance this universal assemblage, which 
was declared by an old Woman, that 
sat next me, (between one pinch of snuff 
and another) to be, un 6eau Sermon ! But 
I shall not give myself the trouble to re- 
port any part o( it ; for next rooming, 



seeing a Catholie Catechism, in a Book- 
s^er's window, I aeked to look at it ; * 
end returned it, with evident indigna- 
tion, as soon as I came to the following 
passage, which is worthy of the intole- 
rant spirit of the dai^est ages : 

Demande. Ya t'-Jl plusieurs £g- 
lises Catholiques ? 

Reponse. Non. 11 n'y a de catho* 
liques que la seule Eglise Romaine. 
Hors de laquelle il n j a point de sa- ' 

lut* 

Demaode. Que &ut il donc'penser 
de ces autres Societes qui se nomment 
Eglises, et ne professent pas la meme fo 
que Dous ? ou ne sont pas Boumisee aux 
me mes pasteuK ?t 

* Question. Are there tevtral Caltiolic Chordies ? 

Answer. So.' There is no Catholic Chnrch, botlhktcrf 
Roue — Ont of. which there is no ralntion. 

t Question. What anal we then believe of those other 
Societies which caH themselves Charches, and do not pro- 
fess the tune fftitb with ns I or ore not subjected to (k» 
Sfuae PMtors I 



' ReponBe. EUcBSont des inatitutioiiB 
Jiamaines, qui ne seirent qii' & ^arer 
-teB hommes, et ne sauroient lee cotw 
duire 4 IHeu.*— 

But let me not involve mjself in dartc- 
ness till I become myself micharitabljr 
blind. — Adjoining to this Cathedral is 
the extensive Edifice called the Semi^ 
nary, which was here instituted in the 
year 1657, by the Abb£ Quetus, and a 
deputation of Teachers from the cele- 
brated Brotherhood of St Sulpice, at 
Paris. 

The present Superiors of this noble 
Institation, with other Clergymen, par- 
ticularly of the dignified class, are said 
to be men of great learning, and exem- 
plary piety ; who confine themselves, 
with the moat self-denying strictness, to 



' Answer. They are haman tnititalioiiB, which n 
Uad Men utmy, and can in no niw ditect tfa 
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the exercise vd their reli^oua . duties ; . 
and lead irreproachable lives : depriv- 1 
ed aa the/ are bj their stations, of the 1 
inestimable comforts of iemale aocietj. ' 

This Seminai7 of learning is chiefly 
designed for the education of the Prie9t- 
hood : bat osiers are admitted iuto this 
tmfy Catholic college ; even Protestant - 
Children, from whom conformity is not 
exacted. To this excellent InstifutioQ 
IS attached an extensive garden, with 
shady avenues for air and exercise;, 
which I regret not having seen, as : I 
have since understood that the Teach- 
ers are not merely accessible, but po- 
litely attentive to Strangers, who. wish 
to survey the Establishment, or to pro- 
secute, in its academical groves, bota^ 
nical researches. - ,:,y_-^' 

MISCEU^ANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 

The City of Montreal hi^. thriven 
8urpriBingly« within a few years, aiid 
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. new containa aa many InhabitaHtB as 
Qbebec, say twelve or fifteen tboatand. 

There baabeaO} ancl in time of peaces 
, will continue to be, a great influx of 
AoMncanB, cbie% from the New<Eng- 
land StateSt who are winding dienselres \ 
into all the nost active and jt^eoiooa 
^D^frfojments. Episcopal and Presb^* 
lerian Chapels, or Meeting Housbes have 
long been established here ; and of late 
Ae Metbodbti^— those pioneerr of t^ar^ 
matiott, have broke ground, whhio the 
precincts of the Catholic Chnrch-- en* 
and indivinUty as it is !' 



The relatioM of Trade 
dailj', betweeri this place and the Uni^ 
ted States ; and such is the course ni 
exchange, that the notev of oar princf* 
pal Banks circiUste freely, in all the 
towns of Canada. The Merchants of 
Montreal are now, however, abont es- 
tabli^hiog a Bank o£ their own, with a 
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capital d£ tfro hundred and SAy tbou- 
Kuad gonads sterling Bomething ukwc 
^.-tban a miUicHi of dt^lara. Tlas will 
h.a,te flt teadeacy to litqU the circulatioa 
of FoPeiga papei^ and promote domes- 1 
tic improvemeiAt as iv«U as facilitate | 
tbe e|ii^raUona of Trade : though the 
exports from hence are chieflj confined 
to Wheat and Flour, Peltry, Lumber* 
ibc received from Upper X^fanadO) or the 
Uniled Slates. 

If the ricipity of Montreal is leit 
wildly magnificent, than that of Que- 
bec* it is fiur more luxuriant and nni--- 
Hfl^ Here wheat «ad rye «ddom fa9 
to reward Uke labours of th^ Husband 
K>n» however ill directed Utey naj 
be) tho^h the uimmerSr even here* u« 
I found too short to encourage the culti* 
I vation of Indian corn ; and Peaches 
iriU scarcely ripen, ffithout sheltering 
iralts. Plums, Applet Pears* are like* 
V^iae much better here than at Quebec; 
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and the berry iruits, particularly Cur- 
TSDts,' Raspberriee, and Strawbemw, 
from' foreign etocks, are produced as 
large, and fiome of them as fine, as they 
~fire with us. — The cultivated Gooee- 
berry is much larger, the general cool- 
nees of the summer favouring its 
growth, by retarding its maturity. 

There is here a Society of Floriets, 
who gave premium?, whilst I was at 
Montreal, for the finest specimens of 
Ranunculuses, and Caruations. 

' As many (weekly) papers are alrea- 
dy published, both in Montreal, and also 
at Quebec, in the En^ish lar^uage, as 
iti the French; and it is evident ihiU the 
former, will gain the ascendency hert— 
perhaps at no distant day. 

'The streets of business, and especial- 
ly the shops, have the snag look of an 
English town; and it wag' amusing to 
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see b6w exactly the Toung MeD« of Ahj 
figure, were in the London cut 

The British Officera, I am told, do 
not mix much in societj, with the Na- 
tives of Canada ; yet Milil&Ty DHumers 
prerail h^e, as well as at Quebec: 
The Rabble flock, in crowds, to Regi- 
mental patadee ; and even Women, of 
any appearafice, make a point of step- 
ping to a march. 

Before I quit Montreal, I shall Aot do 
justice to its PabUc Edifices, without 
mentioning, as a handsome Structui%, ' 
^ Oovernment House, for the admi* 
lUstration of Justice, &c. with the Ktng*g 
Arms, in the pediment, elaboratelj 
executed in Coades artificial stone. A 
new Jail of appropriate constrnction-^ 
accompanied by that eye-sore to Ame- ', 
rican feelings, the Hipping Post; and ' 
a Naral Pillar (which has been unfii- 
2 
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ronrably placed^ in front of the latter) 
intended in honour of Lord Nelson. 

NELSON'S PILLAB. 

This beautiful Memento (I recoiled 
nothing superior to it in En^and, where, 
to be sure, f bey are not remarkable for \ 
Public Monuments any more than our- > 
selves) stands upon an elevated Pedes- 
tal upon the front of which is a suit- 
able inscription, in which is not for- 
gotten the Hero's last 'order, " £og- 
*' land expects every Man will do his 
" duty." On the two sides, in rarcular 
compartments, are represented, in die 
boldest has reliefs (of the composition 
before mentioned) the horrid scenes of 
Ships sinking to the bottom of the deep, 
or blowing up into the air, as they oc- 
curred at the Nile, and off Trafalgar. 
In that of the fourth side is represented 
the Crown Prince of Denmark, who is 
seen submitting to Nelson's lawless rei- 



ovGooi^lc 



233^ 

quisition, at the moment irhen, it is 
said, that Victory was turning against 
the Conqueror. 

The Bhaft of this Pillar is Gfly feet 
high. Upon its capital stands the Ad- 
miral, who makes, it most be allowed, 
but a very sorry figare in Statuary, with 
bis arm in a sling; but his Lordship 
leans, with peculiar propriety, upon 
the remains of a broken mast ; and the 
base of the Column is a well wrought 
cable. 

This Monument is injudiciously 
placed, in the common Market place, 
instead of the Place d'Armes, or the 
Parade upon the boulevards; at one 
end of which are two rery fine new 
Houses of hewn stone, and jn the neigh- 
bourtiood new streets are laying out, 
which will greatly modernise the town, 
and connect it with the. adjacent Sub- 
urbs) from which it was formerly very 
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ioconTcinieotly disjoined by the r&m> 
parts, which are dow dismantled. 

THE PEASANTRY OP CANADA 

. Thb Peasantry In Canada, (by which 
term I hope Lower Cadada will be t\- 
vays understood in these sketcheB) 
that is to say, the great body of the 
Pet^lCf is in a state of j^nttrance, but 
little exceeding th« simplicity o£ tbc 
Indian tribes, io their neighbtwrhood, 
and of poverty almost as little removed 
from a state of absolute want : yet 



they are perhaps as happy* as their 
more polished Neighbours; and ce^ 
tainly they are more harmless, and less 
disconteudte : 



No bncied ilU, do pride created waiti, 
DbtBri) the p«u>efal current of thw i^js. 
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Relieved from the horrors o( Military 
conscription, and feudal t/ranny ; pin- 
ning their faith upon the Prieet's sleeve. 
These simple People are literally satis- 
fied with their daily bread; and leave the 
morrow to provide ibr itself 

No more— Wbara ignonac* ia blin, 

(says the Poet) and I shall not now' stop 
to controvert the position, 

ThfoUptobewin. 

In point of morality and devotion, 
the French in Canada may be compar- 
ed to the Swiss and the Scotch in |Ui- , 
rope; though iar behind the former, in 
indastry,. a^d the latter, in iugenuityt 
and epterprne. Infidelity js unknown 
Bm9Qg th^m ; and the passion for Mili^ 
tary glory almost extinct, as well as that 
thougbUesa gaiety, which disUnguishes 
the French in £urope, no longer enli- 
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vened by the exhilarating win^s of the 
Mother Country : 

Tbpw kMlthfil cups wUfh iAm^ M naf wtbrioe, 

as Cowper eleganUy said <^ the EngUik 
bererage— tea. 

So great h tke change of HMDnen 
and principles, «hich has followed, ia 
two centuries, an alteration in the over- 
ruling circumstaikcefl of climate* and 
government 

National pri4e, in its proper sense, 
as confined to the Counti^y which gare 
us birth, is scarcely felt in Oanada; 
where every sensation of Nation^ g^ory 
reverts to the forgotten Histot7 of a 
distant land ; and the GoverDment that 
is obeyed, per foree, is foreign to the 
People; (md ihej can have no eenti- 
nwnts in unison with the objects of its 
ambition. 
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A Canadian U veadjr t« adimt the Kii- ; 
periontjr of the American cfaaiacter ; /' 
and Bhow» nodiing of French partial^ 
ti«B, sare in the dis^rfay of the GalUe 
Cocli, wtii^ i» perched upon the spire 
oS erery steeple, and upon the top of 
everjr cross ; together with the sim, the 
fiower de luce, and other (degraded) 
emblems of the French Monarchy; 
which British policj has wiselj permit- 
ted these harmlesB People to retain, as 
long as tbej were content to let go lite 
substance of National Independence ; and > 
grasp— o shadow. ' 

Even in person and conotenance the^ 
are pereeptiUy altered from titeir Eu- 
ropean Ancestors ; The Canadian Pea- 
sant it not so tall as the native French- 
man ; neither is he so well shaped, or 
so oomcfy in feature, as his Progenitors. 
He is also browner hj manj degrees 
than the NaUre* of France. 
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From this markied example, it wolild 
appear, that National peculiarities may 
be formed, by the opeiuti«n «£ imperi- 
ous circumstances, :in far lem time than 
is required to change the colour of the 
skiu, bj the infiufence of climate ; and. 
we need be at no difficultj to admit the 
; gradual origin ' of the variety of-com^ 
; plezions, in the Hamui race : Since a 
chaise of feature and person can be so 
soon broaght about, in a Colony of Ea- 
, ropeans, thuscompletelyBeparatedfrom 
the Parent Stock, 

The French tongue, however, has 
been very little deteriorated in Canada. 
The Peasantry coming from different 
Provinces, left their reepective allot- 
ments of the " Patois de chez nous" 
behind them, in the land of their An- 
cestors; and flieir Posterity now.speak 
but one language, wluch is' very tolera- ' 
' b)e French: thou^ not to be.' sare, 
like the English of America, as pure 
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and perfect as the cliaBtest dbdect of 
the Mother Coimtry ; ahhoogh Bpread. 
over AD inhabited sur&ce of ten times 
Hs extent. 

And here let me warn the British 
Reader, that whenever an English I'ra- 
▼eller, in America, undertakes to amuse 
his Countrymen, as Weld has some- 
times done, with pretended conversa- 
tions of American Peasants, delivered 
in bad language, it is of his own manu- 
fatture — bad English is not coined in the 
American Mint 

There appears to hare been but verj 
little emigration from France since the 
jear 1(>60, when the Province was al- 
ready comparatively well peopled ; and 
it was about the same time, m the fol- 
lomng century, that the Canadians 
yielded their independence to the as- 
cendency of the Briti^ arms; since 
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wfaicti ther^ faae been &r more ciHinex.- 
ioD and utercburse between France and 
die .AmericaD Provinces of Britidi.on* 
nfif than between that powerful natiim 
'^nd her own descendants. 

Thus the deterioration of pristine 
vigour, that it was posaiUe for a few. 
centuries to produce, in National cha- 
racter, has been in this instance com- 
pletely exempMed. 

In North America a colonisation or^ 
^nallf gradual, and progressive, toge- 
ther with the incessant intercourse of 
Commerce and curiosity, has admitted 
(^ BO little variation of National cha- 
ract^ and appearance, that the Eng< 
Ibhman of Uie United States is not 
now to be distiq^uished in form or 
feature— in temper or intellect, (ex- 
cepting certain shades of difference 
which I shall not now undertake to de* 
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fioe) from the Englisfanuui of Europe : 
And die two branches /rom the Parent 
Stan may novr be coneidered, with infi- 
ntelj more propriety in the light of 
" elder eotti ywnger Brothers, eitaMiBhed ~ 
ID different countries, than in the fan- 
cied relationship of parent and child i 
firbicb, if it was trae of our Ancestors a 
irandred years ago, is no longer so* of 
ifae two separate Races which have 
since sprat^ fi<mk the same Piarent 
«tock. 

A hundred years hence; whenobsolete 
precisions have been forgotten; and 
jealonues, and prepoBBesaions, shall be do 
longer remembered ; it will be ^ proud- 
est boast of Bntaja^tbat jAe^Jdn/etf/Ac Co- 
hmiu of Nbrdi America : and the dearest 
titJe of die United States, that their Pro- 
genitors came from Old England. 

To an American from the United 
Statee, the smallnCss of towns so noted* 
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an^ so long established as Quebec, aoS 
Montreal, is incoDceivable, and scarce* 
ly -credible to the observer. I cooW 
■mjself with difficultj believe, that the 
population of the latter is now estimated 

~ at bjit'fifteen thousandy of the former, at 
no more thlm twelve ; nambers, wlucfc 
might have been roughly computed by 
the English; at the time of the Conquest 
Still less can we imagine how the po- 
pulation of the Country, Triiicb at that 
period, was estimated at seventy ot 

-> eighty thousand, should have little more 
than doabled iteelf since, aJUKHigh uxij 

. years have nearly elapsed ; a period 
in which the' standing population of ^ 
United States-has more than trebled it- 
self. I speak not c^the rapid reduplica- 
tion of the Wew States, .which arises 
from emigration, and takes place at the 
expense of the Old. 

In the year 1706, thie people of New 
Fi^ee were estimated at thirty thou* 
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sand. At tfie Conqueet, fifty-five years 
afterward} thej were variou^y computed 
at seveD^, and at ninety, thousand Souls. - 
If the latter was the true number (which 
I very much doubt) they can have little 
more Han doubled since : for on the 
peace of 1783 an account of them wav 
taken, by order of the GovemnMit; and 
the whole amount^ including the Engliib, 
with the French, was only one hundred; 
and thirteen thousand. There were at 
dw same time ten thousand Lioyalists es- 
tabliBhtid in Upper Canada. 

If therefore the French Stock has 
dottUed itself, nnce the year 1760, it is 
as mw^ as cui be inferred, firom Uie data 
^en above. Talung die mean number 
(80) for a basis, it's double will be a hon- 
dred Slid fflxty thousand, -which is proba- 
bly not far from die troth : for I cannot 
adopt ^e flattering estimate of common 
- computation, by ,wfaicb ihe present inhabi- 
tants of Lower Canada axe rused to the 
T 2 
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fl^^sKtjdus tunoupt of two hundred and 
fi^tboiwwid. {See the Af^pOMlu ^No. 
JI.] 

There are saaatj cucumbtaoceB, ia 
Canodft) which control the «Dei;giea of 
Mk; he^Ae oooanonal Bcardtyt aod i&» 
knig Bheenoe of the Vojftgeurs ; prevedt* 
mg the natural tendency of new CokHWi 
.taiicnaseaadmuitipbf. 

The eitteme beats of ^ cdimatei 
thou^ not lasttt^, enervate the bodj ; and 
its extreme cold chills the blood, and has a 
benumbing efiect i^>on the powert of the 
siiod. Frequent FestirolBr or H<^daj*f 
ntreduoe habits ef idlMieaB, and relaxa* 
tioo. The lands are held bj Military 
tcBore. TheOoeupentsare liable to the 
teazing chUm of quitrents, and the un* 
MMOoable exaction of iClitarj aerrice, 
At flTwy transfer of property d»e new 
PurobattTiis bound to paj dn»'fiftb to:tba 
SeigneuTi ttwl io caw of var tba .load 
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boMer is liable to serve without paj. In 
short, under the ^neiat Segime, every 
Peasant was a Siridier, and every Seigneur 
an Officer; uid althot^ the Natrves are 
now excluded Itchu the King's Tiw^, 
tho' Creoles are enrolled in the Mililiat 
and are still called out, occasioDaUy, 
without See or reward. Accorduiglj the 
frequent maj-^les, to be obserred on 
the road sides, do not mark, as at first sight 
I fondly imagined they might hare done, 
the circle of a village dance, where the 
Sons and Daug^iters of Poverty mi^it 
forget their wants, in their enjoyments; 
hut the superintendence of a Serjeant, or 
a Captain of MOttia, as the rallying point 
of duty, in cases of alarm.* 



* B; tbe ancient costoca of Canada, Landi en JUf, at 
<n rehire, were held ii^nwdUtel^ bom Ihe king, m eondl- 
tion of Tendering fealty and homage npon every SMCMioB 
la Ihe Seignoria] property, and in thecventof atfamCari 
^ mIs, or othBrffiBC, eicept in the line of henditaiy we- 
eei^n, tbey were uibjaGt to the paynMiit of B fpmt (oimt 
ISh) of the purcbaM monejr. ' 

A| T«Mncien» or holders of IiDdf , « nhirt, wet« sub. 
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Moat (rf those who caltiyate the khI 
. can neither read nor write, o( course they 
know nothing of the advantages 6f com- 
posts, or the rotation of cn^ ; by which 
the means of life are so cheaply multipli- 
ed by intelligent Agricahurists. And 
before Qu^iec was taken by the English, 
all the maiHire produced in ks stables Was 
regularly thrown into the riyer. 

jact to tha psfiaent of Bj]oib«iit, wbkk wu.geoMvUjt^ 
eoiiipatii«d trith some triQing gralnitj, web u, a purt^ 
fonis, or » bushel of wheat Tfaej were also bound M 
grind their corn at Ibe Mimlm bmial, or the Lard'* viNi 
where oae-fourteentb part a taken by way of moutnra, m 
loH, for grinding ; likewiie to repair highwiiyi, skI to 
i^n new road>, whan dinteted so to dOi by the Gnnl 
Voyeur, or Sfiperviaaraf thelHrtrict. 

The Lords were also enlitled to a titbe of the Fi^ 
caught within their domains, Bi^ might fell timber irbiK' 
ver Ihey chose, for necessnry purposes. 

Lands held by Roman Catholtci, are farther subject ID 
the payment, to tbe Curates, of (he twenty-siitb part of sH 
grain produced upon fbem ; also to occuional araessmeDtt 
Kir bnildiDgand repairing Churches , panonage housei, sud 
other church occnuoni. 

The remsinder of the located lands are held in free mi 
common soecage, from which Is made ereserralionoftnO' 
■evenA9, one of which Is appropriated to the Crown, awl 
Oie other to the maintenuDce of the Protestant Clet^' 
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Another check to population remains td 
be mentioned (though last, not kast.") It is 
the law of celibacy to which the Priests 
and Nuns are prescriptively subjected; 
and to whose mortifying restrictions, how- 
ever unnatural, there is no reason to 
doubt their scrupulous conformity. 

HISTORY OF CANADA. 

If I have said little of the early biatory 
of Canada, it is because little is to be said ; 
jet the Reader of these loose hints may be 
curious to know, when the first Setde^ 
ments took place ; and under wlmt auspi* 
ces thej were establiehed. I shall briefly 
transcribe the mci^re Historians of 
Canada; 1 say meagre, in point of facts ; 
for both La HoDtan, and Charlevoix are 
insufferably verbose ; and the pondennis 
Quartos of the latter, may be called any 
thing but meagre. 

The Island of Newfoundland, that in- 
hospitable waste of naked rocks, and 
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fearren mouBteins, which lies at the moudi 
«f the River St Lawrence, and ivhicb is 
suppoBed, Qotwithatanding its immeiue 
extent, to have never had any aboii^ial 
fefaabitants; none but wandeting Eski* 
ntaux from the neighbouring Coast of 
liabrador having ever been observed 
there ; waa first discovered hj John Ca- 
bot,. a Venetiui Adventurer, under the 
patronage of Henry Vll. of E^land. Bat 
BO advantage whatever was derived from 
ithia discovery, until after, the lapse of 
half a century, when the French Naviga- 
tors began to frequent these seas for Fid); 
«nd the two Nations loog enjoyed^ with- 
out molestation from each other, the pii- 
▼ilege of drying Cod on the shores of 
this bland, by prudently occupying the one 
the aoutbem and northern— mid the other 
oidy tite t^tem coast* 



■ ne Btobi of Nsnfonndlknd, to called, an >trk>'T 

•peaking, a labmarlne mounla]!), of great eitoni, no vhen 

■ «oremdnltbleMthan twealyfUbom of water, and vBiyiDi 

fram that dapth to ■iity and upwards. It fa aKertaioed, 

Ty (Oimdlnp, that there are rast qmnUtiei ef gfaelli, nfwi 
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It was in 1523 that Francii I. ktog of 
France, commissionecl John Verazzaoi, a 
Florentine, then in his service, to make 
discoTerieg (nhich were then ccHieidered 
in the same light as Conqueetfi) in Ameri- 
ca. He sailed frotn Dieppe, and returned 
to Dieppe the same year ; and this is all 
that is DOW knomi of his first Tojage^— 
In 1525, however, beset sail again, rang- 
ed the Coast of America, from South to 
North; and, having touched at New- 
foundland, returned as before. He now 
prepared to plant a Colony In Nordi 
America; and sailed from France for 
that purpose'; but was never afterward 
heard of. 

theie buik*, anil immense muUitudts of fish, of varioaa 
ticec, which lerre for noorithmeDt to Ihe Cod, nbich [i M 
much [Mind in Enrop*. Thia, It kcou, ii one of the moit 
vondouiof Hih. Both gtaa andiron m often found in 
111 itomach,which, by the proviiion ofnature, huapowcr 
of iDTerling ilMlf, and thiu dligorgjog iti lidlgMible eoi»- 
teat*. Their DBoiber ii afqiuently ineihaiulibte, seeini; 
llut twa or three hundred ve»el> hmre been aimnall;^ 
frsi^ed with them, for the latt tiiree caoluries, without 
•nf apparent dimlniitioii, 
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The River St Lawrence, one of the 
largest bodies of fresh water. on the snr* 
face of the Globe, received its- name 
from Jacques Cartier, who, in the Tear 
15.15, had ascended Ae River, as &r 
as the place -where Montreal now 
stands, in the vain hope of finding a 
nearer passage to China ; the fruitless 
research which so long engrossed the 
attention of European Navigators; with 
a small ship or two, from St Maloes, a 
sea port of France, upon the coast of 
Brittanj. 

That magnificent monarch, Francis I- 
stiU occupied the throne of France: 
but that Prince being engaged, at home, 
in perpetual conflicts, with his formida' 
ble Rival, Charles V. of Spain, from 
this period, until the beginning of the 
following century, no effectual attempts 
were made, \ty Europeans, to form a 
settlement in Canada. 
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when Jacques Cartier arrived at the 
island called by him Montreal, from the 
singular mountain which there rises, 
in solitary majesty, over the present 
Town; they found there an Indian vil- 
bgS, or rather, a fortiiied town ; since 
the fifty cabins, of which it was com- 
posed, Were surrounded by a triple row 
of palisades. It was called Hocbela^, 
and it was under the command of a 
Chief, whose name has not been pre- 
served, so far as I know. 

Althongti Jacques Cartier appears to 
have been prevented, either by discour- 
agement, Or inability, from returning to 
iake possession of Montreal ; yet in lUiX 
Francis de la Roque, Seigneur de Ro- 
berval, a Nobleman of Picardy, having 
been endowed hy the King with the 
unlimited powers of Viceroy of Cana- 
da, set sail, with no fewer than five 
small resaels, for New France ; where 
he planted a Colony, at the head of 
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which he placed Cartier, whq had ac- 
companied him ; and went back to 
France to proseeute the interests of the 
new settlement at Court. 

. On his returning the next jear, with 
fresh recruits, he met, opportunely, ha 
newColoni8ta,off Newfoundland, retora- 
ing home, in despair of relieC He 
readilj persuaded them to return ; and 
this enterprising nobleman made after' 
ward several other Voyages, in proseco* 
tion of hid farourite settlement, before 
the last unfortunate embarkation, ia 
1549; when he was lost, ait ^ea; uppq 
which the Colony was broken up; ^^ 
with thi9 unfortunate event tenpinatej 
the fir^t attempts at colonization upoa 
the riyer St. {^>vrence. 

The protectants pf France* unlike 
those of England) appear to haye been 
little disposed, in this age* to expatriate 
theoksehe^ fop the satfe of the free ex- 
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-erciee of their religion : being headed 
af home bj Men of qualitj, and influence, 
who for a long time maintained a suc- 
cessful stand against the power of the 
Crown, and the intolerance of the 
Clergy. Yet about this time Coligni, 
then admiral of France, and afterward 
remarkable for suffering martjrdom in 
^e tumultuous massacre of St Barthol- 
omew ; with the permission of Charles 
IX, over whose weak mind he appears to 
have enjoyed great influence, notwith- 
standing his religion, attempted a settle- 
ment in Florida; for the retreat of the 
Calviniats, or Hugonots of France. But 
these unfortunate Emigrants were not 
long afterward indiscriminately murder- 
ed, by tlie Spaniards, under the express 
directions of the gloomy tyrant, Philip IL 

In the year 1598, the Marquis de la 
Roche, a Nobleman of Brittany, was 
again commissioned as Viceroy. His 
Colonists were Convicts from the 
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Frencb prisons; and he left them be- 
hind, to perish upon the ide of Sable; 
being prevented from returning to their 
relief by untoward circumstances; in 
consequence of which, be is said to have 
died ofgrieC 

Other attempts to people Canada, 
continued to be madej from time to 
time ; but they were all equally unsuo 
ceasful. 

Gbamplain (the future Father of the 
Colonjr) came over, for the first iaae, 
in 1603; and returned to France the 
same year. But in 1604, the Sieurde 
Monts, a CalviniBt, obtained permission 
from Henry IV. to exercise his religion 
in America; obliging himself, oddly j 
enough, to promote the Catholic faith I 
among the Savages. His object was 
the Peltries of Canada, which had 
now become an important branch of 
commerce. 
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He mtablidked bis pompanff .opod 
ttie coast of Acadiet now Nora Scotia, 
where be fouad a rich soili covered 
with gigabtic woods, and abooodii^ 
with game o£ every, description. 

It was in the year 1608 that S«kii«di 
<le ChamplaJD, an enterprisingfuid idtel* 
ligent Merchant, ofthe townoTDieppet 
in Normandy, who had been for some 
years eag^ed in the above mentioned 
traffic of. Furs, reeolved iipob establiflti< 
tog biousdf^ pennani6n%( in the Ifeiir 
Wofld. 

Henry IV, the Prince so long idol- 
ized In France, as the only £lnMrfite of . 
the Peopte, ina ldngUne<Qf(fi»verB%nt 
now swayed tbfeaceptrej ia bi& ii»- 
tire .Country; but it does not i^i|Mrar 
that' that easy, apd auiable^ Monwrcftt 
gavfe himself apy ^eocerji; a]a^n$i tb« 
claiibs of bf9 crotwn^ upon the uokDovii 
regions lof the Noi-t^. : ..Tbc^JtingdQsv 

■■.::, V..; )w.3- ;-■ , -■,. ':-u->. 
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of Spfl^ and Portugal had been fortu- 
oate iir their Aioericaa Acquisitioas. 
STfaey-had discovert mines of gold and 
aitrev sufficient to tempt their cupidity, 
across half the globe: but even Eng- 
land had not yet eetablished Colonies, 
JiMr^fbe sake of Commerce; and it is not 
to be ivoadere^ at, that tbe French, 
99hp despise the ufietiil, but unostenta- 
tiess pureuite oi trade, in compari- 
boa tif the fancied glories of war and 
cbnliiiettt sboulcl Be<6 nothing attractire 
■ta'^oirttpy, w^icfa opened to Uiem no 
prospects but those of honest, and iii> 
dustrious thrill. 

- > Wbtn {%a.aiplain suryey ed tbe bai^ 
(tfiibe^oeat'Rincr, for the choice of a 
wiitablb lituation, for his infatit Colony, 
it n|ifwerted, Hpon tbe authority of tra- 
(£tM«f,'lbai when they came in sight of 
4ll« 4«% PtKnnontory, that reared its 
iwsd^tween ti>« two nvers, St. Law- 
*enc« and ^ Cbarles, sonie of bis At- 
tendants cried oiit, -at the first sight of 
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this abrupt, eotd itopoung eminence* 
Quel bee ! and the boM Adventurer is 
sud to have immediately adopted this 
ndamation, in bis native tongue, as the 
future Dame of his projected town. 

No later than the next jear we find 
Champtain, under the romantic notions 
of honour, which then prevailed, in 
Europe, imprudently engaged in an bi- 
dian war. He found the Algonquins €£ 
the vicinity of Quebec, and the Hurons 
of the fertile bland since named Moa* 
treal, at war (according to the imomno- 
rial Custom o( neighbouring Savages,) 
with the Iroquois, a powerful confede- 
ration on the western border of the 
present States of New- York, and Pena* 
sylvftnia. 

The Indians of North America, a 
generous, and intelligent, Race of Men, 
Would Beem to have required the exiSte- 
meat of Ivar and bloodshed, in default 
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(^'the Ewtive pursuits, and iogenious occu- 
patioDB, of civilized life, to preserve them 
from jsinluog into the torpidity oC iodo- 
knce ; rather than ior the indulgence of 
the brutal paasions of anger and revenge. 
Can the European Sophist assign as 
plausible a reason for the frequency of 
wars, ambi^ civilized Nations ? Much 
less eunoDg profes^g Christians — (ight- 
iog under the same banner — profemng 
to obey the same spiritual Commander ? 
Since the pl^a of aggression can never 
be good, on both sidis; and even in 
def&tsive wars, which are mostlj .held 
to be justifiable, on' the principle of ne- 
eessitji ; that system (no less prudent 
tiian humane, I refer to universal expe- 
rience) is sure to be a^and<^d, wUh a8 
it3 advantages, as soon as opp^rtuoitieB 
occur for retaliation, or reprisal. 

In the spring of 1 609 hfe headed a lai^ 
Patty of the H&ve^es (the name eeems te 
be now. not unf^pr$)priate) . who Vfem 
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going against the Iroquois, upon'^ great 
Lake, to which the French AdYenturer, 
then gave his own name. They penetra^ 
ed into the lake, hy the rirer since called 
the Sorel ; smd Champlain remarked that 
the fertile Islands of the Lake were full 
of Roebucks, Deer, Elks, and other wild 
animals, particularly Beavers, who abso- 
lutely swarmed m those unirequented 
retreats, wherein they had nerer been dis- 
turbed by the restless avarice of Man. 

. The two Parties met, accidentally; 
upon the Lake ; but it seems the Indians 
of America were not accustomed to fight 
on the water; though they were such 
perfect masters of the paddle, that the 
Pescendants of the most policed Nation 
in Europe, have never yet made any im- 
provement upon their canoes for rirer 
navigation. 

They landed, upon this occasion, on the 
Eastern shore, where they fought with 
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bows and arrows, the only nussile wea- 
poD8 of which thej were then poaseased. 
The French fusees soon decided the for- 
tune of the daj; and the Iroquois fled, 
with terror, after a few discharges ; which 
■wefe accompanied with the loss of manj 
of their Leaders, cut down hy the unerrio^ 
aim of the European rifle. 

Only two years afterward Champlain 
went f^in, on the same idle expedition ; 
now soothing his conscience with the ^md 
imagination, that it might be a means of 
spreading the knowledge of the cross ; 
and procuring the future establishment of 
a permanent peace. The Algonquins, or 
rather the French, for the victory was 
gained by their fire arms, were now ^aia 
victoriouB. 

In 1615, " Like a true knight errant 
" of the woods and lakes," says Char- 
levoix, (from whose authority I derive 
the ancient history of Canada) Cham- 
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pA»V V&sJ<llQ9p9iderate. enough to msike 
»,: third of these otarauding expeidi- 
HooB, to^'pli^o^e his S^ya^pe Neighbours, 
the Huron? oi Hochelag^. - He uq^ 
receired Bereral wouotjs from the Iro- 
quois ; who had by this time recovered 
jl-om their surprise, at the novel instru- 
neots of warfare, : adop^d hy their 
enemies ; and the Hurons retreated, 
^tb great Iosq; carrying off their wound- 
fd, in a sort of wicker baskets, coQt 
i^trucfed for that purpose. 

Only two years after this, so little 
fopilarity had Champlain gaioed among 
his inorQ immediale Neighbours, by his 
imprudent courtesy, these sani^ Allies of 
his had plotted to rid thetDs^ves of the 
?(^w Comers j and the tjn^ely discoverjr 
<>f the pl^tf alot^e prevented its execu- 
tion. 

. Tht» Avas the Colony of New Eraptce 
immersed . in ruinous contests, with th? 
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Natives, ^m its very first establish- 
inent; and we need looknofertber t» 
account forits retarded progrese, and 
protracted population, at the «id of 
half a century. 

-But, injustice to the Indians of North 
America, let it nerer be forgotten, that 
thej evety where received the Now 
Corner^,' with open ' arms ; ' and, while 
they conducted themselves peaceably, 
entertained no ideas of repulsing, much 
less of exterminating the Intruders: 

■ Accordingly when William Penn laid 
the foundation of his Colony, in peace 
and friendship; the on/^ treaty, it has 
been wittily observed by Voltaire, that 
was not ratified by an oath, aud that never 
was broken; a Peace of eighty years waa 
the happy consequence : and when it 
was at length infnnged, in the prosecu- 
tion of European quarrels, the peace- 
ful FbUowere of Penn withdrew from a 
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GovernmeDt, which could no longer be 
administered, without the use of the 
sword. 

In the year 1620, the Marahall de 
Montmorencj purchased the Vtceroj- 
altj of New France, of his brother-in- 
law, the Prince of Cond^, (onlj brother 
to Lewis XIII.) who had caused himself 
to be invested with the proud title of 
Viceroy of New France ; apparently 
without the least intention of interesting . 
himself in the affairs of the Colony. 

The Marshall appears to have slight- 
ed the . bauble, as soon as it bad grati- 
jBed his vanity, parting with it in 1623, 
to his nephew Henry de Levi, Duke of 
Ventadour, in the same ignoUe man- 
ner in which he had acquired.it From 
the surname of this Nobleman, it will 
be remarked, comes the name of Point 
Levi. It is, 1 believe, the only memento 



(, Google. 



of his adtninistratioit that can oow be 
traced in Canada. 

In the next jear (1624) the power* 
ful league of the Iroquois, made a 
general attack upon the French Settle* 
ments, in the hope of exterminating the 
* obnoxious Intruders : but thejr were 
repulsed, with great slaughter. 

The Duke de Ventadour was a De* 
votee of the fashion of the times, 
(Charles V. had but a Httlc before stroTe, 
in vain, to shroud his royal temples in the 
cowl of a monk, and to bury imperial 
solicitudes in the oblivion of a cloister.) 
He onlj wished for the Vicerojalty of 
Canada, as a means of facilitating his 
Tiews for the conversion of the Savages : 
for which purpose he engaged the Je- 
suits, that sect of the Catholic Churah 
which was, at its first institution, remai^- 
able for application, zeal, and talent; 
so many of whose Members, apparently 
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denjing the honoars, the iotereBta, and 
the pleasures of this life, were after- 
wards selected, hj the Sovereigns of 
Europe, as their Prime Ministers, or 
bosom Counsellofi. 

In 1625 (I mark the epoch, with ex- 
actness, because I consider it as a dat* 
ofthe first importance, in the history 
of Canada) the Duke sent over three 
Fathers abd two Brethren, of that dis- 
tinguished order.* 

During all this titne; viz. irom. 1608 
to the period of the arrival of the Je* 
suits, Cbamplain appears to have rarelj 
remained above one^ two, or at most, 
three years, at a time, in America, al- 

• When tbe pouoidDns of^lhs Jexiiti fUVto (he BritUi 
Crown, a feir yean rince, on the demlw of the lait Incum- 
benti (for the Jenilt* in Cumda were protected from the ge- 
neral prascription which awaited them In Europe) th^ 
were valued at an income of ten thouiand poundi ateriing 
a year. Tbe whole was appropriated by the Briliib nation. ' 
witi) iti usual munificence, to the BMabilihiii«Dlof.rtil>lll» '■ 
School!. 



tbbugh the affurs of the Colony alwayB 
went ill in his absence. 

The next year, however, (1626) 
three more Jesuits arrived from France, 
with a number of industrious mechaii' ; 
ics; and now, says Charlevoix, " Que- 
>* bee began to assume the appearance 
** of a town: for till then it had been 
"but .a fortified trading bouse, and it 
" was not cdusidered, at home, in aoj 
» other light." 

In 1627, another fonn was ^ven to 
the government of New France, by 
Cardinal Richelieu; the Duke de Ven*. 
tadour gave-up fais Viceroyalty, and the 
affairs of Canada were aflerward ma^ 
naged by a Company of Merchants, 
with the ITardinal at their head ; until the 
next wars between France and England, 
and the clashing interests of their re- 
spective Colonies, rendered a military 
Commander indispensable. 



(, Google 



Tfae 6ret MiBsionaries, in Canada} 
appear to hare bem men of eminent 
piet^, and zeal; whose labours were 
wonderfulVj bleseed. among the Hurons; 
though their well-meant exbortaticns 
were rejected hj inimical Tribes ; and 
many of the zealous Fathers in time of 
war, suffered martyrdom for the profu- 
sion of their faith,* 

The superannuated Sarrivors of this 
earlj period of simplicity and devotion 
(it was considered as the golden Age of 
Canada) have alwaj^s been venerated 
as the Patriarchs of New France. Some 
of them were jet alive, though bending 



* AnoDg other alfeetiiig iDitancM of coaTdrioD, iriitck 
tli«D occuned, amoiig the Savagei, id called, an old Chief- 
tain i) mentioD«d, bj Charlevoii, of ■ hundred yens of 
age ; who h«d been 1)apti(ed, by the JeioiU, but a little 
before hii .death. He aaid, in his list UlneM, with gnit 
tenderneMaadielf-abaiemeDt: "Selgoeurl Jai commenci 
" bien lard, a toui aimer!" Lord! Ihace begun to Ion 
tbee, rery tale. 

X 2 
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beneath the we^ht of jeare and fier-~ 
Tices, when Charlevoix -made his first 
visit to the New Worid ; and their me- 
moiy is «till preserved in Canada, with 
apostolic veneration. 

In die jear 1629, under the pretence 
afifbrded bj the siege of Rochelle, an 
English fleet, said to be conducted hy a 
French Protestant, who was inimical to 
, the Colony, attacked, and easily made 
themselves masters of Quebec; at a 
time when the infant settlement had re> 
duced itself, by its own mismanage- 
ment, and the failure or neglect of its 
harvest, to a state so nearly approaching 
starvation, that they could scarcely re- 
frain from opening their gates to Uie 
enemy, as their deliverer from the still 
greater evil, with which they had been 
threatened. The transient Conquest 
was, however, restored, by amicable 
compromise, between the two Sove- 
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reigM, at the treatj of St. Germaios) 
in 1632.* 

In the jear 1635, died Sabiuel de 
CfUMPLAiH, who has justly been deno- 

' Then ii nmatliing M eiquiiilelf ■rtlau, in ChulCTotK') 
acFoant of the different manner in wliieh the EnglUh Set' 
tlcn treated the tndiani, from that by whicb the French 
had gained the >flection» of their wvags neighbonn, that 
I c^not foTbear tnuiicribing it, fortlie amnsementof lbs 
Beoder— " The Engilah, during the little time in which the^ 
" had been master* of the Countiy, had not knom how ta 
" acquire the good will of the Savagei: The Hnrou never 
" qipenicd at Quebec, a* Ipng as the Eogliih remained 
" there. The other Tribes that resided hearer to the capital; 
" manj of whom, oa account of paiticnlar eauaea of dii- 
" Mtiifaction, hod openlj declared against ns, ontheap- 
" proKchof theKngllib Sqgadron, showed Ihenuelves after- 
" ward very rarely. All were dtscoocerted, when, upon 
" taking the same litieTties with the New Comers, which 
" they, had been accaitomed to do with the French, they 
■' perceived that such mBoners gave offence. 

" It wBsstill worse, some time afterward, when they taw 
" thenuelves driven ont of those honses, with blows, where, 
•■ till then, they had entered as freely as into their own ca- 
•'hina. They accordmgly kept at « di»tance &Din (he 
" English habitations ; and nothing Bfterward more strongly 
" attached them to our interests, than this difference of 
" manners and dUposition, between the two nations." 
[Vol. L p. 179, Pari* EdHioa 1744.] 
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mioated the Father of New France. 
This circumstance cast a damp upon 
the joy occasioned bj the restoration of 
the Colony, to its original' gorernors ; 
that was hei^tened, a je&r or two after 
that event, hy a general sickness among 
the Hurons ; which had well nigh swept 
away the Indians of Canada, by a 
bloodj flux. The French, it seems, 
were seized by the Same disorder: but 
to them it was not fatal ; whether owing 
to the difference of their constitations, 
or the different manner of treating the 
complaint 

The Court had early forbidden the 
Protestants to go to New France, and it 
does not appear that any of that long per- 
secuted People ever established them- 
selves ' permanently, on the banks of the 
St.'Lawrence ; but upon the Revocation of 
the Edict of Nantz, toward the close of 
this century, a considerable body of those 
humble and devout Professors of the 
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Christian futb, who might saj with St. 
Paul : " After the way which they call 
" heresy, so worship I the God of my 
*' Fathers ;" took refuge in the then Pro- 
vince of New- York, where their Posterity ^ 
have become numerous and respectable. \ 

In 1642 the Hollanders of Manhat- 
tan are mentioned as furnishing the Iro- 
quois with fire armSf and spiritous li- 
quors, and from this period, which ap- 
pears to have tenuinated the golden age 
of Canada, we read of nothing for twenty 
years ; but wars without, and conspiracies 
within; and the whole history of New 
France ia but a tissue of attacks, and 
reprisals; of miBsions, received, or reject- 
ed ; of disseotions between the civil, and 
eccle^iiastical, authorities. 

To these calamities were added those 
of femineand pestilence, under the effects 
of which we can scarcely wonder, consi- 
dering the temper of the times, that 
ffoites were heeird vpon earthy and portents' 
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/^pearedin the air. Tlure were eeUpia 
of the aunt <">^ hcJos round the moon 
Strange tights were seen to traverse the eoim- 
fry, in the day; and globes of fire gleami 
among the shadet of night. Witches, 
however, do not appear to have ever 
haunted Canada, though they were not 
unheard of, at this periodt in France. 

All Hieae things were considered u 
manifeBt intimations of the wrath of God; 
and such was indeed the situation of the 
unhappy Colonists about the year I66O1 
that they did not dare to leave the forts, 
without an escort ; and during some time 
the Sisters of the two Nunneries, in the 
outskirts of Quebec, used to reUre into 
the city, eveiy night, for saie^. The 
harvest could not be gathered in, and s» 
rious thoughts were entertained of aban- 
doning the Settlement, and returning to 
France. Seven' hundred Iroquois kept 
Quebec, all' summer, in a 6tate of deg& 
The next year, jiowever, these people 
(it seems they were not inveterate eoe- 
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tnies) sent a fl^ dawD the great riverf 
with proposals of peace, demanding, as the 
onlj condition^ the residence of a Mis- 
sionary among them. The proposition 
was gladlj embraced bj the humbled 
ColcHiistB ; . and they non set themselrea 
to repair the losses which they had sus- 
tained, by neglecting to cultivate the arts 
of peace, rather than those of war. 

In the year 1663 there were several 
shocks of an Earthquake, which are scud 
to have been felt throughout New Eng- 
land, and New Holland. The Earth- 
quake would appear to have been real : 
though its effects are evidently exa^e- 
rated by the credulous Historian, since, 
though the houses were shaken from side to 
tide, none of them . fell down ; and in 
the yawning chasms which toere seen to 
openin the bosom, of the earth, do person 
appears to have perished. 

But alt these supposed indications of 
the wrath of that merciful Father, and 
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all gracious Benefactor* who caOBeth 
his son to shine upon the righteous and 
the' wicked, and . sendeth ' rain alike 
upon the jost, and upon the unjust, were 
now at an end: a new. epoch com- 
menced under brighter auspices; and 

.In 1663, the King (Lewis XIV.) took 
the Government into his own hfuids. 
His Majesty sent out the Marquis de 
Tracy as Viceroy of New France ; the 
old Trading Company before mention- 
ed, relinquishing the privileges, which 
had turned to so little account in their 
hands,' to a new Association, called the 
West India Company,' which was mo- 
delled by the great Colbert 

- It was in the year 167J, that the first 
discovery was made by rambling Voy- 
ageurs, of the existence of that great 
river in the West, which was destined 
'for the future outlet of an industrious 
' (perhaps immense) population, by the 
Gulf of Mexico. It now only served to 
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eonfirm the ambitious views of Franoe 
tar the nbjectioa of North An^rica. 

In 1672 arrired the Count de Fron- 
tenac, as Governor General ; who built 
fort Cataraqui, now KiDgston, at the en- 
trance of Lake Ontario. But the 
haughty manners of this Nobleman 
gave onireruU umbrage in America, 
and he was recalled bj his Royal Mas- 
ter in 1682. He returned again, how- 
ever, in 16A9, with renewed powers, the 
French king then entertaining the pro- 
ject of possessing himself of the more 
fertile Province of New- York ; a design 
which appears to have been prevented, 
at the time, by an irruption of the Iro- 
quois ; and aAerward prudently aban- 
doned. 

In tiie summer of 1690, before the 
Count's arrival, the Five Nations had 
attacked Montreal. They landed at La 
Chine, (welve hundred strong, and 
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sacked all the Plantations on the Island' 
The French at tiie same time had been 
obliged to abandon Cataraqui, and the 
neighbouring Indians, were with diffi- 
culty prevented from joining the Iro- 
quois, by the personal influence of the 
Sieur Perot, then Governor of Mon- 
treal, to whom they were strongly at- 
tached. . New Frdnce is said to have 
been on this occaeion reduced almost 
as low, as it had been in 1663, by a 
concurrence: of similar circumstances. 

, In the year 1690, a joiat invasion of 
Canada was concerted between New 
Ekiglai^d, that was to attack Quebec by 
sea, and New-York, that was to inv^ 
Montreal by laii.d. Major Peter Schuy- 
ler commanded the party sent from 
New-York, having been joined at Alba- 
ny by a body of Indians, some of whom 
were now always enlisted in every 
•quarrel between their European Neigh- 
bours. He penetrated as far as the 
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Prairie de la Madeleine, where he was 
repulsed by the Count de Frontenac« 
who was there posted, with a large 
bodj of French and Iiidians. The fleet 
destined to attack Quebec, consisting 
of thirty sail, fitted out in the Ports df 
Massachusetts, was cfHumanded bj Sir 
William Phips. Arriving before the 
town on the 5th of October, Sir WilUam 
summoned the Count de Frontenac, 
who had bj this time returned from 
Moutreat, to surrender the place. In 
the chronicles of the times /Ae poupoua 
message is said to have received an inso- 
lent anstoer. Upon this he landed, a few 
miles below, thinking to take the town 
by storm : but he was so warmly receiv- 
ed by the French Commander, that he 
was fain to re-embark, in the night, leav^ 
ing behind him all his ba^;age and ar* 
- tillery. ' The fleet now cannonaded the 
town, but with little effect ; and being 
driven from their moorings, by stress of 
weather. Sir WilUam retired, in disor; 
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der, on the 12th of October, under the 
neceBsitj of avoiding the approBch of 
winter. Sereral of the Ships of this 
unfortunate Squadron were blown off 
to the West Indies, as they endeavour^ 
ed to make the coast of New England ; 
and some of than were wrecked in the 
Baj of St Lawrence, or never more 
heard of Sir William himself did not 
emre at Boston, with the shattered re- 
Buindcr, until iht 19th of November. 

Quebec had been, for the first tine, 
regularly fortified, in the summer of 
1690, and was thus enabled to resist a 
foraudable attack, which it would have 
been utterij unable to withstand, had it 
taken place but a few mouths before.- 

The English and Dutch Settlers, upon 
the more favourable coasts and rivers 
to the south, had now become suffi- 
ciently populous and powerful to stimu- 
late the Iroquois or Fiv« Nations,' [See 
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the Appendix No. III.) io commence 
hostilities upon the French, during the 
frequent ware which have been always 
taking place between those two power- 
ful and warlike: Naticms. 

The earlj emigrations were princi- 
pallj from the Northern coasts of 
France, which would seem to be one of 
the reasons why no Protestants engag- 
ed in this Colonial adventure, the great 
body of the Protestants of France be- 
ing situated on the coasts of the Medi- 
terranean ; whilst the migrations from 
England were almost entirely confined 
to Dissenters from their National Es- 
tablishment; a circumstance which has 
probably had no small share in pro* 
ducing the various fortunes of the res- 
pective Colonies. 

The Society of Jesuits had been 
among the first to locate and improve 
Y 2 
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the bland of Montreal, which they 
founds i^reeable to traditional record, 
bj the expresB command of Lewis 
XIV. as &.t op the great river as it was 
possible for ships to sail. Thej were 
followed in 1657 hy the Abb^ Quetus, 
and the brothetbood of St. SuljHce. 

From this time, till the Conquest of 
Canada hy the English, which oc- 
' curred in the jear 1759, there contt- 
naed to take place, at distant inter- 
vals, repeated iiicurnoDS, on both sides* 
between the French and En^ish Pro- 
Tinces, as likewise that of the Dutch, 
with various degrees, of success, or 
rather of disappointment and disas- 
ter : for the French nerer gained any 
ground upon the neighbouring frontier, 
and the bardj Sons of New England 
had more than once invaded Canada, 
to as litUe purpose, or rather worse 
than none; particularlj in the year 
1711, when Admiral Walker was cast 
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away in the Bay of St Lawi^nce, 
with a fleet of ships intended tA co- 
operate in another attack upon Que- 
bec; before General Abercrombie, at 
the head of fifteen thousand Men, 
was repulsed (in 1758) by die French 
and Indians, at Ticonderoga; a foiv 
midable out post at the confluence 
of Lake Qeoi^e and Lake Champlain 
—now far within the acknowledged ; 
boundary of the United States. 

It was before this savage entrench- 
ment, the remains of which may stilt 
-be traced, by those who sail upon those 
inland waters, that the first Lord Howe 
lost his life. The same Kobleman, 
whose two Sons afterward" acted so Con- 
spicuous, yet go negative a part, the 
one as Admiral, the other as Comman- 
der in Chief, in the struggle that soon 
afterward took place between the Bri- 
tish Colonies, and the Mother Country, 
for Continental Independetice. 
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In the following year General Wolfe 
■uccSeded in wresting Quebec oat of 
the hands of the Marquis de Montcalm, 
.who fell, together with the successfal 
Invader, in the same bloody Geld. The 
Marquis is said to have replied, with 
characteristic magnanimitj, when he 
was told that he had but a few houra to 
live — ^' So much the better ! — I shall 
" not lire to see the surrender of Que- 
" bee." ; 

During the Revolutionary contest, in 
the year 1775, the American Generid 
Montgomery fell, in like manner^ dur>- 
ing a fruitless attack upon Quebecv— 

And the British General Bui^oyne 
in 1777, having descended Lake Cham- 
plain, and dissipated hie mighty force, 
among the trackless woods, which then 
surrounded it on all sides, was fain, at 
Saratoga, to strike the Royal standard 
to that very ondisciplined multitude 
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whom bis fulminatiag proclam^on from 
lUiooia ; for we are not the ooljPeo]^ | 
that are chargeable with similar iho- 1 
domontades, had begun with denomina- ^ 
ting Rebels and Traitora. 

Fire and thirty jears after thiserent* 
in the year 1812, daring another strug- 
gle between the same Parties, in sap- 
port of National pretensions, the Bri- 
tish Commodore Dpwnie, with fire or 
six sloops of war, was completely dis«- 
com6tted by M*Donough, the American 
Commander, upon thesame Lake Cham- 
plain,; and the trophies of his victory, 
their dismantled hulks, still exhibit their 
black and battered sides, amqng the 
dark firs, and frowning precipices of 
Wood Creek. 

Sir George Provost, who had pene- 
trated to Plattsburgb, at the head of 
Bfleen thousand men, precipitat&ly re- 
treating to St. Johns, upon this erent. 
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taking place before his eyes, without 
his being able to do any thing to pre- 
vent the unexpected catastrophe.* 

Such are the melancholy detuls of 
National Prowess, alas! that it should 
hav^been hitherto t» vain for Moralists, 
Philosophers, and Poets, under the im- 
mediate sanction of the Prince or 
Peace, the Captain qf our salratJon, 
to deprecate the unnecessary effusion of 
blood, in National quarrels.— 



Ab ! ivhit more iImwi the wiity of He, 

.TIia> to behold the Nilions ti\ on Are, 

In crnel broils engaged, and deedlj strife ; 

Holt Christian Klnga inflamed by blaclc desire^ 

With boBDnnble Buffiuis in tbeir hire, 

Cauw war Co mge, ajid blood unnnd to poor ; 

Of thiaaad work, when each begins to tire, 

Tbey set them down, jast where they were before : 

Till for new teenea of woe peace shall their force reito 



* 1 say aotbing pf the turgid ManKestoes, and retragnid* 
nuuuearres of General Hull, or General Smj'the, upon 
Canadian ground; and many other fulilr attempli on both 
flklpt to psneUale inls each othen bonter»^tn pare bnr 
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, THE ANCIENT NOBI^SSE. 

Of the ancient Noblesse of Canada, the 
Counts of Loogueil and St Lawrence 
have long been extinct; and the small 
remainder, being now deprived of the ad- , 
vantages of privilege and preposseSBion ; 
and having no longer any other chance 
for the appointments of power and profit; 
but what thej must derive, in common 
with their fellow subjects, from personal 
merit, are rapidly sinking into decay, 
or insignificance: Events which they ere 
said to have accelerated, by their own 
inattention to qualify themselves for public 
confidence ; and their neglecting to pre- 
serve their families from the supposed 
contamination of Plebeian intermixture. 

Tlido— or on mnrending cipeditioni, witbont cod or aim— - 
■UiM they all lennioBtcd, at uiual, id Hich cuea, in the dli- 
grace, or discomGlure, of the Invailer ; and wrved do other 
pnrpow thiD to add another letson to the many already 
/orgslfcn by dinppoinled Ambition, BpoQ th« tnevilaih 
■niscbaof^es of (fimiitt w. 
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Yet there still remain in Montreal, and 
at BoucherviUe, in dignified retirement, 
the noble' Families of Lationibre, De 
BiEAU Jed, Decbahbault, De la Nad- 
DiEHEf and others. And at Quebec are 
yet found the ancient Chevaliers de 
Lbrt. 

The Baronies of Port Nbuf and of 
LoBOBuii:^ preserve, upon parchment, Ibe 
obsolete titles of their ancient Lords ; but 
those digmties no l(n)ger descend, with the 
estates ; and they may be considered as 
virtually extinct, since the honours whicb 
they claim hare not been derived from the 
British Crown. 

I much doubt the correctness of my 
orthography, in these foreign denominS' 
tions, but I have now no means of cor- 
recting it ; having collected most of thil 
local information, on Board the Steam 
Boat, in. Lake Cbamplain, not iinom 
printed document^t to which I might 
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fl^ain recur, but fronv two Canadian GcQ- 
tJemen, one of them a Father, and the 
other a Batcher Brother, of reserved' 
habits, but oigentienuaMen, and affeetiota 
mikL* They reminded ifte oC S*eme'«, 
** My Father and Uncle Toby," calculat- 
ing the possibilities of his ddest brother 
Bobby's projected tour of Europe. For 
^se two good souls were going, all the 
way to Fhiladelphiay to acctmipany the 
hopt of the Family (a well grown youth, 
whom American Parents Would have con- 
sidered fully competent to the task of 
taking care of himself) on lus way to 
take shipping for France ; to perfect him- 
self in the celebrated Schools of Paris^ 
for the practice of [Aysic. Which it 
seems is a profession less willii^ly em- 
braced, in Canada, by youths of iamily or 
spirit, than- that of the Law — Creoles 
having no chance for 
Army. 
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They bad heard the well-merifed 
I / fiune of our Penitentiary, and were so- 
licitous to inform tbemselres of its de- 
tails, as there is a probability that somet 
at least, of its beneficial prorisionB* 
may be adopted, in the new places of 
correction, and confinement, which are 
now erecting at Montreal. I told them 
what I knew of the system, and recom- 
mended them to apply to the benero- 
lent Managers of that Institntion, for 
the information which I know they will 
most willingly impart 

Thus the benevolent (may I not sayt 
with reverence, the godUke) plan of 
correcting, with a view to reform, ni- 
ther than punish, is generally extend- 
ing itself, from Land to Land. May it 
one day pervade the World, and do 
away the barbarous custom of inflicting 
satlguinary punishments, in the face of 
day ; with which the streets of the most 
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polished capitals in Europe, now shock 
the feelings of the American Trarelter ! 

And here, being alreadj in advance 
with my return, let me mention, with 
all due decorum, and attention to eti- 
quette ; as 1 intend to take French leave 
of my Reader, the moment we clear the 
isle aux Noix ; that as we passed bj 
Champlain, the first American town, 
and port of entrj, seven or eight fine 
Salmon were sent aboard — for the Pre- 
amenT's dinner; to be landed at Bur- 
lington, on the opposite side . of the 
Lake; where his £xcellencj waB«x- 
pected to arrive that evening, with a 
numerous Suite, in his progress through 
-the Eastern States. 

I should not, perhaps, have thought 
it worth while to mention this important 
eircumstance ; as I think there has been, 
iipon this occasion, rather too much<(>f 
the parade of Rovalty ; but that I was 
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personal!/ interested in the ngal 
compliiBent — We were allowed to take 
toll, fpr the delivery; and two of these 
prin^elj FUhes were Barred op upon 
«ur owntdble next day. 

They were displayed, in the higbeet 
fi^le of culinary magni^cence, by the 
Steward {whom I bad put upon hia cre- 
dit to gratify the Passengers.) The 
Saloton were placed whote upon the 
diefaes, as DdphioB are usoally repr»- 
sentedj in statuary.; with their>mouths 
bent inward, their backs, elegantly curri- 
ed, over their heads, and their forked 
tails spread upright 

To return to Montreal, when I was 
here before, I entered Canada at BuSk- 
loe, the Indian village at Uie outlet of 
Lake Erie; got wet to the skip, at th« 
Falls of Niagara ; crossed Lake On- 
tario, H) a sloop, for it was before tb« 
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convenient mVentioti of Steun ftoats 
bad facilitated intenial intercourse ( 
took a batteau on the riTer St Law- 
rence ; stopped a night in' the Lake of 
a thousand Islands ; shot the rapids of 
the Great Krer, at the rapids of the 
Longue Saulit, the CedarE, and the Sault 
St Lonis ; and thus arrived at Montreal^ 
bj that protracted line of water com- 
munication, which, if We include the 
Mississippi, upon oar western' border, 
is hardlj to be paralleled in the rest of 
the world; forming a line of internal 
navigation <^ little less than three thou- 
sand miles in extent if we reckon from 
the Bay of St Lawrence, to the Gulph 
of Mexico. 

The powerful State of New- York is 
now tracing a canal across its western \ 
terntori^s ; which will communicate ' 
with the great Lakes, without the in-' 
(ervM)tion of the St Lawrence ; and the 
z 3 
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lwg4ieajiB in the CaoadMm Provinces 
b^io to a^pr^encl the euccess of a 
plao almost toastopendoue for (he ima* 
filiation to ' re^iee ; wtach if it sbouM 
bQ eveptvally. «0ected, wilt in a great 
mea^ufe l^ave diem without the main 
line of internal owbtDBnicationi and se- 
ctire to BupeKor^ enterprise and intdli- 
gence, the future benefits o£ the North 
Western Trade ; sending the PeUriea 
ofCan8da,b]r-« shorter cut) t» Europe. 

X ^1^1 not attempt to describe the 
sensations of amazement with which I 
contemplated the .Fall^ of Niagara, from 
the table rock ; which jumbled under 
my feet, whilst I listened, with ^ eager 
attention, to the deep toned thunder, 
at its foot : bat I cannot forbear de- 
scribing, or attempting to describe, the 
alternate emotions of terror, end de- 
light, with which I descended, in breath- 
less silence, the Rapids of Uie Longue 
Sault, amid the Uireatening waves, 
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whitth oudecl around me, in every Vftri«-* 

(jr of ibanofig agitation. 

The length of this glitteriog R&pidf 
to the tvblirae and beaulijvl of which, 
ia.by.no' means wtinlif%, the accompa- 
mmeot.of 'error, -IB estimated at nioe.^ 
milte, and the^BatteaoxuBualljdestiead ; 
it, in tventy minutes. 

The Caitadian Watermen taostljr 
avoid tbeRapiik of St. Louis, by land- 
ing above thetn^ on the Island of Mon- 
treal :' but the American Raflsnaen bid 
defiance to danger; and, in spite of jear- 
\y accidents,' by which whole floats id 
jtimber, are sometimeB shattered to 
pieces, ^and their Conductors ioBtantlj 
ingulpbed bythe waves; they persevere 
iQ ■hooting' these dangerous currents. 
When their safety entirely depends 
upon their entering the Rapids, in a 
strait direction, the smallest deviation 
from, which is inevitably fatal; and 
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tritdle masta of pirte are seen iinmedi«' 
ate) J, upon the occarrence of disaster, 
rearing up an end, in the stream, or 
^iverihg to pie<x5, dpon the rocl». 

I now turn my fikce to the Soathward, 
with' renewed delight; crossing the' 
Great Rirer, in aH probability for the 
last time, below the Island of St. H»- 
Ime; on the banks of which a Mill is 
erected, which woHeb e^ht pair of - 
stones, bj the mere fok^e of the cor-, 
rent ; wbidi is stopped a few yards 
above, and let out ag&in a few jards 
below. I took ttte stage for La Prairie, 
bear which placets crowd'of horses and 
carriages were plimging, through mud 
and'water, up to their middles, at the 
most imminent risque of life and limb. 
Because the provident SaperrisOrs bad 
unfloored the old bri<^, to make use 
(^ the timbers, in constructing a new 
one, before the latter was fit for passen- 
gers; Thus, neither were now paaea- 
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ble; and among other impatient Vie- 
tims to the awkward arrangementt 
(which is given as a fair specimen <^ 
Canadian management) was the Collec* 
tor of the Custom^ at Montreal. He 
was in a light gig, with a powerful 
horee. The spirited Animal dashed and 
plunged, forward, till he was entangled 
among bushes, then stopped and looked 
round, with ejes full of meaning ; shodk 
bis head at the rexatious burthen be- 
hind him; and, after a while, dash^ 
on again, wldi headstrong rage — then 
stopped again in despair; and we left 
them both ioextricablj fixed in the bogj 
for DO Canadian would lend a hand to 
relieve the CoUtetor, who, it seems, hag 
been ver^ strict in the execution of l)i# 
invidious office. 

At La Prairie we changed horseSi 
and drove rapidly across the flat unin* 
teresting^ tract, that intervenes betwixt 
the St. Lawrence, and the Sorel ; where 
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the Canadians have long talked, and 
will coDlinue to talk, of cutting a canal 
between the two riren, to approximate 
them to the United States. We stopped 
for the night at St Johna. 

Next morning the Steam Boat wai 
not to aail till after breakfeat, I there- 
fore strolled out to a large unfinished 
Hotel, and a new English Church, hard 
by. The Projector of these buildings, 
I understood, was an enterprising Yah 
kee, as Americans are called, tJi eonten^ 
hy the British in Canada, (though we 
consider it a cognomen at least as dig- 
tdfitd as that of John BuIL Before tbe 
completion of bis plans, this unfortu- 
nate Adventurer had broke, and run 
away; but he had left the Buildings be- 
hind him, and the Public must be con- 
aidered as much a gamer hy bis eier- 
tions, as if be had not bimself been a 
hser hy it. What is this but a practical 
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illuBtrationof theadage:**Prirate riceB; 
*' Public benelits?" 

In the Churchyard, which appeared 
to have been used, aa such, before the 
Church was erected, I noted, among 
the /real memoriab, erected nigh, a stone 
which was inscribed, in English, for 
the English Language already prevails 
here, by a BuiriTing Mother, to the 
memory of 

THE TOUNQfcST OP THREE BEOTHEBS, 

who toere aU bom. 
On the 2Sth of November, 

1786. 
He died at the age of 23. 

A humbler stone recorded the lameB- 
tatioD of an affectionate and faithful Wife, 
for 

A COMMON SOLDIER 
of the 49th Regiment; 
proving that the constancy of female vir- 
tue, can withstand the corruption of a 
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Camp; White it alleviates the irkseinciMRa 

of perpetual restr^t, io the deteterioua 
atmosphere of i/tdolenee and vice,* hj the 
soothing endearments of conjugal attach- 
ment. 

Many of the Officers in the Canadian 

GaniaonSf and some of the Soldiers, it 
seemSf are allowed to have their Wives, 
and domestic e&tahliBhments. Those oi 
Ae Officers are sometimes I^adies of rank, 
and quality; who hare married for love, 
and accompanied their Husbands into lA* 
Siberia of Britain, 

The bell o{ the Steam Boat was now 
ringing for departure, and 1 gladly aa* 
cended the deck, that was to cmvey me 
to Republican America; leaving behind 
me, without regret, the glittering para- 
phernalia of Priestly imposition, and all 
the pompt and dreumstaneet of — ^Military 
parade. 

" sir WilUr lUei^; 
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May neither Church Establishment, 
nor Standii^ AnnieB, ever encroach upon 
the rights of conscience ; or restrain, the 
privileges of Political freedont, in that 
more genial climate, and more fertile soil, 
in which our WinTHitops, and our Pekns, 
disseminated the germs of Civil and Re- 
ligious liberty ; which our Franklins, 
and our WASHiROTONSt asserted^ and 
secured. 
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APPENDIX. 

Na I. 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE BEAfER, IN CANADA.' 

- I AH onwilliAg to lay dowo my pen, till I bare 
added some acconnt of that lagaciona and perte- 
TCting anittd, the Beaver. He iithe proper enU 
Uem of RepnbBcan America, and was to adopted 
fcy FtAMCLiK, ia kit defligBs fw the Continental 
bills. His merits bAvebeenatrangdy overlooked 
hy Kiuropetat Naturalists. They Would have 
found him an exception to thrir favomite theory, 
Aat Natwe, for some unknown reason, hat a ten- 
4tncy to btiHtU AerprodvcHoju upon Iht new Cm- 
taunt. 

La the deep recesaes of Canadian fiweflti, whelt 
the Beaver is undisturbed by Man, be is a practical 
esanple of almost every virtue: Ask nno, saitt 
Sdlomon, (Ae btatU, and the^ shaU teaek tku. Th* 
lijdians were in tbe habit of prognosticating tha 
mildness or sereri^ of the ensuing winter, from th« 
quantity: of piovisioii laid in by tha Beavcci, far 
thei^ winter's stock. .. .... , '. ; •' 
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The Beaver is a pattern of conjugal fidelity, and 
paternal care. Laborious, thrifty, frugal, honest, 
watchful, and ingenious. He submits to govern- 
mimt, in the Republican fonn ; for ,the benefits of 
political association ;'but is never known, in the 
iDOst powerful commuiuties, to make depredadons 
tqmnhig weaker Neigkb^ort. 

On the first arrival of Europeans, in Canada, the 
Bear^ wa« found of the «mt of /our feet, in length, 
and the weight of fifty or sixty lbs. but all Am- 
mall, hunted Jor their fiu^ ^r ikim, have become 
much lfcB«» oa rMher have been prevented from 
beconing so large, .as ifaey worf, before the iq>- 
proach of ctvUked Man- He, is now nrely met 
biih of s. grcster length tiiaai three feet, «: a 
greater heftthan twenty-five lo thirty lbs. 

11ie;bMkof this reiaarl(tMeaBinwl>^>Mlifc« U 
arc* - Hm terthare koig, biwwl, strongf and diarp, 
Fomr.of these, two, aboflre) and two beloWi arecaB- 
fld imriaors; These tedh pi^ect one or tw9 
inches, and are curved like a gouge. The toes 
of'hiateeiee^ «re separated, .as, if dcsignerl. to 
tauwKK the purpose of fia^fees.: Hit i)iiid feet ara 
fittodiritk webs, Bda|)tedt9^ 'purpose, of mnmtr 
^ag. His taills-k footlong, aniiKbtkick,aiMlfive 
OT' six. indtea broad; it tlccofdingiy serves t^t 
purpoaeof a trowel, w plastering his dam. 
; Wh0ev4 amunber of these Aajntals cone 
togethtf, they immediately combias, in soci«ty, t« 
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p«rfHn dw commMi bodnni of eoiwtrtielfaig'Aeir 

habitatidin ; apparentfy acting uodtr the atbtt 
iM^gcnt dcs^n. I^ou^ tfwre w no appaanaee 
Wieatk^ . the authority of a chief, or Leader; 
jret no ooatration or ditagreeinent a ever dnervetl 
amaog'them.' ,- 

WfacD a >uffluent nnmber of tke» » collected to 
form a town, the Piri>lf« bonnesa ia first atteoded lo ; 
and, aa they are ampbibioua animals, praririon ia 
h» be made for apending their time, occauonally, 
bath injand'Outof the water. In confonnity l» 
Ibia law of their nature^ they aeck a situaticin whliA 
ia adapted to both theae puipoaea. 
' With this view, a lalie ot pMid^ awnetimeB.a 
lunBiDjf streaja, is [Htched vpoa. < If it. be a lak#t 
•r pond, the witter m it is always deep eacw^ 
' to admit of ttteir swimming under the ice. If it b» 
a stream, it ia alwayasochaatreama* will forms 
pond, that shall be every way cenveninat for thdr 
purpcMe ; and sack ia th«r foreoast, that they never 
&z i^n a utoaticn tlwt will sot ewntually answer 
tlieir views. 

Titeir next busineai is to constniet a dam. TUt'' 
is always placed in &e most conveniait part of die 
alfttam ; the form of It ia either itrmt^ rounding, 
or angular, as the peculiarities of the situation r» 
tjuire^ and no binnan ingenuity could imftftfVe 
dtdrlabqun] in tliese respecta. 
, A a 3 
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They cAdok « jtree oa tbe liver aide, which will 
-nadiljfall HrM>.rtfae ttnun; andNteeof Aen 
«fifil7' tkeHsehm^ mtb dUig«ic«, to cat it thnmgb 
toitli tbtir iwth.: Otbsn ant down bbmUo- tree*, 
vluch they 'divide into equal, and cwiveninit, 
iti^tha. SoDM drag tbctte pieon to the brink of 
At trtKtf and adttt* nrim withAnm to theipot, 
iil)Hetlic.daHiJa:foniwtg> ' 

,-''A> iAau^ asnn filaj rwHn, Bre engaged in 
ftekh^poM «nd lof tbcM f tslccs ; «iid «s mttnj UNK 
in nming,' fiuig, and ■ecoriBg, the oiket ends of 
tbem. Others are eaqtloyed, at the atune time, in 
<aRyi^<«i/the plastering' pact of the work, fite 
fvrtli is brought in tkcir moaifas, femnliiito a kiad 
•^.Mortar, «ilh «faeir /ect and tails j and Ibis i* 
i^readioverlbc ' intervals, between the stakn; 
aapfings andtirigi Wag occaamiaU; intecvorav 
^nfh- the ; iwd niri ■ sBme. . . 

-1 WheretwD.or.tkcee Iwndiied fieavera areimin'r 
itaece'deiits.aKfeQn) lix'to tsrelve. feci thick, attbe 
'botlom j at the top, not more than two or three^- 
latb^t part, of thddam whicb is opposed t» the 
CDtretit,' tfae stakes are^aced ttbUqatiy: but mi 
ijtat side wbcre the w&ter is to faU over, they sf* 
^aced in a perpendicular direction. 

-'PiCso daw* are sometimes a hondrvd leet bi 
length, and always of the exact Mghx, widch vIB 
answer their pqrpMCS. 
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Tlw poods thus formed XHBctiaKiifOWflT frranr 
gix hundred mMret. lliey ^sendly iprcnd ovet 
grounds abounding with trees and buahes of the 
■ofteat wood, Hapfe, -Bircb, Poptsr, Witlon-, &c. 
audio preserve tkedcnn .«gainst inundation, the 
B«m%r alwajv leaves iluices near the middle, for 
(be rednndftnt wU^ topais afl*. 

WbcB the Public 'Works are completed, tb* 
Boavers sqmratc iota samll conq>anie», to build 
eabins or Ii9ase3 for titemselvet. These Atm 
built upoirpilesf along the bordcara of the potMl.>v^ 
They are of an oval constracliooy resembling ^ 
bee-hivC) and they vary from four to tto feet in 
diamclBr, accontisg to tfce munfaer of families 
Hity- are to aocommodate. 

iThes« dw^lngs are aerer kss tfaaatwo storicf 
bigh, general^ three } and sometimes they contain 
bur ^utBKnti. The walls of these are from two 
to three feet thick^ formed of the same- materials 
Kthh the dams.' On the inside tiwy are mad^ 
iwiwilhj, but left Toagbt without, focm^ rendered im* 
penstmble ta.ni|H' Thelower storyisabont tffls 
feet bij^, the second is formed by a floor of sticiu^ 
covered it4tb mild, ^nd the upper spartmcut ter- 
mraalea'with aa arched' roof. Tbwagh ^tKbSooi 
titere' is apattage,' and the -upfkermost £oce is 
ifarays above-the Icviel of the wsrter. 

Eaeh of diese hats has two doors, one. on the 
land side, to adnut of their going out, and seeking 
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piwkioa Unt my; iaaother under the valor, and 
bdoW wlipre it frceies, to pKserre'tbeir eommiui- 
cation with the paacL ■ ■ . 

No auodation <^ people e*n ^sriU; appeal 
more hitpp;, or be better regulated, than the tiibe 
ofBeavrav. The male and femal* slvayi paii*— 
In September they lay q»di«r vinto-'s stock, irludi 
consists of- bailt, aod the lender twigs of trcei.— 
Then conunencec the season of lore, and rqioie ; 
and during the winter they remiun irilhin ; erer; one 
enjoying the fruiti of his own labour, vitheal 
pilfbring from any odier. 

Towards spring the females Imng forth that 
young, to the number of three or 6>or, Soonafterthc 
male retires to gather firs, and vegetables, as tbe 
firing opeaa^ but the dam remains at home to 
aarse, and- rear- up th^' young. "He male oc- 
casionally returns home, but not to tarry, until 
die end of the year: Yet if any ii[^iwy shoald 
h^ipen to their works, the whde Sedety are u»a 
collected,' fay some unknown mean, and they joia 
all thorforces to repair the injury, wbicb has been 
sustained. 

Whenever an enemy a{q)rdaofaes their nllBge,die 
Beava who first perceifos the aniaelci^te ■trange', 
strikes on the water with liii tail^te.give notice of 
ibt f4>proaching danger ; and the whole careinl 
lUbe instantly pluogci into the water.— -Let as 
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baa DO more 6ftlieJia^rsaMnm; Elephant! He- 
ll but'ftjMiiny to die Beaver of Amerido. 

The fur of thb woBdjerful Animal, which is so 
much prised iq Comineree, is an interior cost, -there 
beiDg a double gi'owth of it, over bU parte of th« 
body, the outer and longer being of an inferior 
qaality, while the imer, beiog^thua preserved from 
Mr, and injury, is diick, fine, and ai soft as silk 
r— The sacks which contain tlw precious oil, nsed in 
medicine, under the name of cnstoreum, lie con- 
cealed, behind thekidneys. 

They vary very much in colour. The mo^t es- 
teemed shade is black, and they have been found 
perfecdy white ; but the general colour of the sp^ 
cies, is a^hesaut brown. 

In a Bfate of mature, yndiUurbed by Han, this 
provident viimal livf» fifteen or twenty yqarft, and 
prepares for several g«!neratkNU, adapting hil 
dwflliagi tOpthe Increase of his Fata^y. 



flOOCHETTE'S TOPQORAPHICAL DESCMPftON OF 
' THE PROVINCE OF l6wER' CANADA. 

Aftbr qay sketches of Canada were wrlttenr anil 
since the work was committed to press, I have met 
with' 9. Book, whiob: has heen lately puUisbfld, in 
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IxtndoD, by the Surveyor General of Lower CkOftdft^ 
(Joseph Bouchette.) it ii a Rojal 8to. <rf 648 
pages, with a copious A{^>eiufo. 
' . The work ii profeGsedly topographic*!, and in 
diat deputmeut of icience, is not nidwirt the mb- 
riti of accuracy and miiniteness'; but in- genotal 
Tievs, and complicated estimates, it i> so palpaUy 
erroneous, that I have not thought it necesury to 
correct «ther my rtatements, or my inferemrea, 
from such equivocal authwity. 

This Book, evideotly calculated for the meridian 
o( St James's, ii dedicated to the FrfaKe Reg^it, 
by ipemal permissioR. It speaks with supercilioas 
impertinence of the War ef the RevtJutioa, ai 
" the period of the Rebdlioo ^ and' describes 
every battle that oc<!iftredoff the great Likkes, dar- 
ing the last Natibnal straggle, as higUy honoBt> 
able to the British Aran! 

As for the ^inccj Qui Vuh deeipi, dcidphititt ;* 
but the British Nation deserves to be informed, not 
only of — the value f- biA e f ike cost of Canada. 
It is the whole drift of this splendid work (price 
seven Guineas) to connlenance the Ministry, in 
tti$ir»£essiye expenditures for the suj^rt of Ca- 
nada; and to, persuade the People of England, 
that they are not altogether useless to the Nati<w> 
JnSustribusly obscuring the moBentous truth, that, 

r"-fflM iiWosei M«s»Mi«ai'let'tA!b tedeerit*<l. 
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' ia cheritkmg^ Upper Canada, Or«Bt Ihimiit is but 
■owing the seeds of anoAtr " Rebellioit," fyrano- 
tbir Washinston to gather. 

English Canada, and French Canada, ue two 
different &mgs ; die latter will probably be long 
defended by the poverty of iu »oil, and the severi- 
ty of its climate,' behittd die-inBuperable barrier of 
its gig»itic Hiver, and die trackless wilderness, 
kyvthidiitisflaiiked. 

Tointeresthis'Royal Patron, the PoputaUon of 
Lower Canada is carried, by I kUtm not idiat 
ratio of preternatural increase, to a grand tottd of 
three hundred and fifty thousand .' and the loc^, or 
aed«9itBiy Mititia, including aB Males, from sixteen 
to tnxty, is pushed, it seems — by the Report of the 
Adjiltant General, (who, no doubt, has substantial 
reasons TcHr the amount of his return) to the formi- 
dable number of fifty-two thousand five hundred !— 

So much for presumpti<Hi — now fnt proof.— It 
shall be famished by die AuAor himsdf.— — 
' " In die year 1863," says he, " die Pi^ulation 
'"of Canada, or, as ttwas then c^led, Ija NowteiU 
" France, very little exceeded seven thousand 
" souls." [p. 6.] 

" In iT'l'f, they could hardly number twenty 
'( diousand souls." [p. 6.J 

" Li 1739, die Populadon may be estimated «t 
** seventy diAusand." [p. 7.] 
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"From DdsdatCi" acc«fdb)gtO'9(wchette,"the 
'^ pro«|>erity. of Canada. htis. bees progre«iv« (Ika 
" loss of National spirit, aixi sulgectioB t» Fore^ 
"donunalioDiioteitbstvitdiiig!) Someiacreaseio 
" the Pt^Ntedon/' uys he^ " is accor^gljr ol> 
" tervable : for ia the year 1775, it aaioaDted to 
" something Bore -than lunetj thoufaDd." {p. S-) 

No great increase is mai|Q out lur*i—oaiy tiren^ 
tbowand from '99 to '7^, a period o<^ tua« io wkidr 
particiil»r portiMis of the Unhed States bate atw- 
ly trriiled their uiimbers. 

But DOW eomst the increase of the Frevch ia 
Canada : however tardy it liad been from l663 1» 
ITiA^and horn 17i4 to 17^9 i naji'even lioia die 
period o( the " Rebellic»" to the then presmt 
moment. — That is to say, between the j^wi 
1773 and 1814. " In tiie course ot oaiy tbirtf- 
" nine yfars (to use this credsJous cakulaM'i 
OWB words) a cajntatiini [what ci|iitatioa i] 
" allows an mcreaie to have taken place from nine- 
, " ty thousand, to no less a number than two hiiib> 
" dred andseveoty^ve tfaousaud native Canadiaiu, 
" Descendants of the original Fr»nch Setden. An 
" estimate," as the Author himself exdaiins, in 
amaxft^ " which wi^ be viewet^ with OfttmishiiMt, 
" by every refleedng peno».'^' 

Bat — Courage^ gentle Read^', this ottcmvUi; 
calculation is purely antic^atory-TOt least baJf tb^ 
number vriU vanish before the penetrating ray of 
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Truth. — Like " the Jail and Coiirt-Houae at Trois 
"lUvieres," which this same crwitftk witness calls, 
"handsome, modem, st<«e Edifices,"— Whereas 
the walls of /Ae Jormtr (when I was there, about 
two years after tUs description was published, for 
the salisractiou of the good Citizens of London, as 
to die existing state of things in Canada) were 
raisM at least one story and a half high, and may 

perhaps, be fairiy roofed in, by this time But 

the latter is literally — a Castle in the ear, not a 
shovel full of earth having been then dag towards 
its foundation. 

Thb magnificent woric, however, besides bein^ 
embelUshed with Views, and illustrated by Plots 
Guid Flans, is accompanied with a General Map of 
North America — from Lake Winnipeeg to the Island 
of Newfoundland, and from Hudson's Bay to the 
City of Washington; which is, perhaps, the most 
accurate, and certtunly is the most elegant, repre- 
sentation of the innumerable Lakes and lUvers, 
contained widiin that circle, that bas ever been de- 
lineated. ' 

ThiB beautifiil Map is conc«itrated into tw» 
^eets: but there is another exhibition of Upper 
and Lower Canada, including the Provinces of 
New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, and the adja- 
baU parti of the United States, which is diffused 
«Ter ' ten sheets of super Royal, on a scale larg»; 
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enough to bring out evwy cross road ; to swell the 
sides of every particular mountaio; and to trace the 
limits of every individual settlement, upon the 
long extended frontier between two jealous Natiom. 
The motives for taking thb bird's eye view of dis- 
puted boundaries, may be, at least, problemati- 
cal : but the execution of it does infinite credit to 
the talents of " his Majesty's Surveyor Geaeralj" 
as a draughtsman, and topographer. 
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The justly celebrated Confederacy of Five N% 
tions, which existed, in the heart of the New Conti- 
nent, when the first Migrators landed from Eur<^, 
was a powerful league, which bad existed for ages, 
like that of the States of Holland, or the ancient 
republics of Greece; for the purpose of mutual 
defence, against powerful Neighbours; butwithiMit 
impairing the independent jurisdiction of any of 
its Members. 

It affords a striking parallel to that potent and 
vride ^pead Confederation, which has since tak^ 
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place, among tlie succeeding Occupants of the lame 
rich and well watered Territory ; which is adapt- 
ed, in an unexampled degree, to carry to their 
utmost limits, the active energies of civiliced 
Man. 

This aboriginal Association, which is entitled to 
more respectful notice, than has ever.yet been al- 
lotted to it, in American History : but to which 
ample, though tardy, justice will be done by our 
future Poets and Historians (May it not be whed 
too late to trace the features of their character, widi 
the precision of which the interesting subject is yet 
susceptible !) then consisted of the Mohawks, the 
Omeidab, the Onondaooes, the Cayvqas, and th« 

SSMKIIKAAS. 

Of these, the Mohawks, then situated on the fertile 
banks of the river which still bears tfaeir name, were 
conudered as the chief Nation, or Tribe ; but the 
great Council of the Confederacy assnnbied annu- 
ally at Onondaga (1 have myself seen the great Wig 
Warn, sixty or ei^i^ feet in length, in which was 
kindled the council fire, before the dereliction of 
National Sovereignty, to the Congress of the Unit- 
ed States, had dissolved the aborigine union) on 
account of the central situatiim of that place, which 
rendered it convenient for the assembling of the 
conTederated Tribes. [See Clinton's Discourse o» 
the Red Men of America, delivered before the 
New- York Hbtorical Society, in 1811.] 
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Of tiUs powerrd league, which is supposed to 
bwe once exteaded the terror of its arms, fr<Mii the 
Gulf of Mexico, to Hudson's Bay, the Sennekaas 
are the only Tribe that is now numeroua enough 
to be of any political importance. They are yet 
t9 be founds ih large bodies, upon the eastern banks 
of Lake Erie ; where the curious Traveller may 
stiU witRess, at their occasional councils, all the 
Strikuig peculiarities of the Indian character^ 

Ad oJd War Chief, called the Farmer's Brother, 
whose penon and features are stamped vfith all 
the hardihood of Antiquity, is yet living; and the 
Chief Speaker, vulgarly called Red Jacket ; bat 
iH his own tongue, with appropriate qu^ification, 
Tsekuyeaathaw, the Man thai kupa yo% awake, 
may still be heard, occasionally, delivering oratioos 
that Cicero or Demosthenes would have listnied 
to wirii delight. I have myself heard this native 
Orator speak, for hmirs together, at one of the last 
public treaties, that was held irith this Tribe. His 
discourse was then taken in short hand. It was 
upon local policy, and therefore is now forgotten, 
tiiough it went through the newspapers of the dayj 
hut some of his speeches, in reply to the solidtations 
of different Missionaries to the Sennekatl Tribe, t» 
change the Religion of their Fathers, for the 
Christian Creed, haVe been often reprinted in our 
periotttcal Publications, and can only'be read wi* 



(, Google 



astonishment. — They elevate th» untutored IndinH 
far above Popes' elegant apology for that supposed 
ignorance^ and imbecility, with which self-compla- 
cent Europeans have been pleased to designate the 
wild Man of America. 

When Father Charlevoti, a learned Jesuit, first 
assisted, as the French say, at an Indian Council 
(for the gift of eloquence was not confined to the 
Orators of the Five Nations) he could not believe 
' that the Jesuit, who acted as Interpreter, was not 
imposing upon the Audience, the effusions ofhis own 
brilliant im agnation. 

Yet Charlevoix had been aecustomed to the ora- 
tions of Masillon, and Bourdaloue; when those emi- 
nent Orators displayed all the powers of pulpit elo- 
quence, at the funerals of Princes, upon the fertile 
subject of the vanity of life ; but he confesses that 
he bad never heard any thing so interesting, as the 
extempore discourses of an Iiidian Chief. 

Even th«se who have had the enviable privilege 
of listening, in the British House of Commons, to 

The popular hsnngue, tbe tsrt reply, 
The logic, Bu J tbe wHdom, and the wit, 

diat flowed, spontaneous, from Burke, and Sheri- 
dan, and Fox, and Pitt, during the most splendid 
period of British oratory, have freely acknowledged, 
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that they never heard any thiag more imprMsive, 
dian an Indian speech ; accompanied, a." it usually 
.ii, with all the grace* of unconstrained delivery. 
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